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The books in this series focus on the British Isles in the early modern period,
as interpreted by eighteenth- and nineteenth-century historians, and show
the shift to ‘scientific’ historiography. Several of them are devoted exclusively
to the history of Ireland, while others cover topics including economic
history, foreign and colonial policy, agriculture and the industrial revolution.
There are also works in political thought and social theory, which address
subjects such as human rights, the role of women, and criminal justice.

The Life of Mrs Godolphin

John Evelyn (1620-1706), a founder member of the Royal Society, was a
horticulturalist and author, best remembered for his diaries. Throughout
his prolific writings he exhibits a strong distaste for the corruption of life

at court. The beautiful and pious Margaret Godolphin (1652-78), a courtier
more than thirty years Evelyn’s junior, with whom he struck up an intense
friendship in 1672, was maid of honour in the household of Queen Catherine,
wife of King Charles II. To Evelyn she represented the antithesis of the
corruption he despised. Written as ‘a record of her perfections’ following
her death in childbirth, this hagiographic biography reflects the extent

of Evelyn’s devotion. Left among his unrevised manuscripts, it was not
published until 1847, nearly two centuries after its composition. Edited by
the bishop and orator Samuel Wilberforce (1805-73), the work includes
helpful notes and genealogical tables that elucidate the text.
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economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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To His Grace

ED W A R D,
Lord Archbithop of York, Lord High

Almoner, &c.

My LorDp ARCHBISHOP,

OUR Grace will, I truft, allow
me to infcribe the following
pages to you.

Your unmerited kindnefs, fhown
to me on many other occafions, en-
trufted them to me for publication ;
and I well know that whilff your
Grace has _felt that the light of fuch
an example as they exhibit ought not
to be concealed, you rejoice to know

that
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Dedication.

that you have lived to fee a Britifh
Court which in purity of morals and
domeftic virtue affords the moft blejfed
contraft to thofe evil days through
which Margaret Godolphin was en-
abled to live in the brightnefs of a
godly purity, and to die in peace.

I have the honour to be,
Your Grace's obliged and
affeétionate

S. Oxon:

Cuddefdon Palace,
Feb. 1847.
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HE following Memoir

was drawn up by the ac-

po~@|| complithed John Evelyn,
of Wootton, and intended by him
for publication; but it never re-
ceived his final corrections. In a
manufcript paper of memoranda
left at Wootton in Mr. Evelyn’s
hand-writing, its title occurs in a
lift of ¢ Things I would write out,
faire and reform if I had the lei-
fure.” In his family, the MS. has
remained until the prefent time,
having pafled into the hands of Mr.
Evelyn’s
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Introduttion.

Evelyn’s great - great - grandfon,*
His Grace the Honourable Edward
Venables-Vernon Harcourt, Lord
Archbifhop of York, by whom it
has been entrufted for publication
to the care of the prefent Editor.
The MS. which is written with
extraordinary care and neatnefs,
and apparently in Mr. Evelyn’s
own hand-writing, has been print-
ed almoft as it ftands. The ori-
ginal fpelling, which is not uni-
form throughout the volume, has
been preferved wherever its
ftrangenefs did not throw fome
obfcurity over the meaning of the
paffage. A few words which here
and there were needful to com-
plete the fenfe have been conjec-
turally inferted, but always in
brackets.

* See Table V. p. 265.

The
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Introduétion.

The text is illuftrated by two
genealogical tables, a fhort fketch
of the life of Sir George Blagge,
and a valuable body of illuftrative
notes, which the Editor owes to
the accurate and well-furnithed
pen of John Holmes, Efg. of the
Britifh Mufeum, who has kindly
contributed them to this volume.

From the genealogical table it
will be feen, that Mrs. Godolphin
{prang from an ancient and ho-
nourable houfe, and that her blood
ftill flows in the veins of fome of
the mott illuftrious of the nobility
of England. Her hufband, who
rofe to the higheft honours of the
ftate, was early left a widower,
and, furviving his wife thirty-four
years, never remarried. He tranf-
mitted to Francis, their only child,
the earldom of Godolphin. This

Francis,

1X
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Francis, 2nd Earl of Godolphin,
married Henrietta Churchill,eldeft
daughter and co-heir of John
Duke of Marlborough, to whom
in her own right pafled the duke-
dom of Marlborough. By the
death without ifflue of William
Godolphin, firft, Vifcount Rialton,
and afterwards, Marquis of Bland-

ford,—their only {fon who attained

to manhood,—the honours of the
houfe of Marlborough pafled to
the family of Spencer from the
defcendants of Margaret Godol-
phin. By the marriage of Mary
the heirefs of the 2nd Lord Go-
dolphin to Thomas the 4th Duke
of Leeds, her name and blood
paflfed into the fucceffion of that

illuftrious houfe.
But it was not for gentle de-
fcent or noble alliance that Mar-
garet
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garet Godolphin was the moft re-
markable or beft deferves remem-
brance. Rather did fthe add dif-
tinCtion to an ancient line, and
tranfmit to all her pofterity that
memory of her virtues and inhe-
ritance of good deeds without
which titles and hereditary rank
are but {plendid contradictions and
confpicuous blemifhes.

Her lot was caft in the darkeft
age of England’s morals; fhe
lived in a court where flourithed
in their rankeft luxuriance all the
vice and littlenefs, which the envy
of detraGors without, has ever
loved to impute—and at times,
thank God, with fuch utter falfe-
hood—to courts in general.

In the reign of Charles the Se-
cond, that revulfion of feeling
which affects nations juft as it

does
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Introduttion.

does individuals had plunged into
diffipation all ranks on their efcape
from the narrow aufterities and
gloomy fournefs of puritanifm.
The court, as was natural, thared
to the full in thefe new excefles of
an unreftrained indulgence ; whilft
many other influences led to its
wider corruption. The foreign
habits contra&ed in their banifth- |
ment by the returning courtiers
were ill fuited to the natural gra-
vity of Englith manners, and in-
troduced at once a wide-fpread
licentioufnefs. The perfonal cha-
racter, moreover of the King help-
ed on the general corruption. Gay,
popular, and witty, with a tem-
per nothing could crofs, and an
affability nothing could reprefs, he
was thoroughly f{enfual, felfith,
and depraved—rvice in him was
made
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X1i1

made fo attractive by the wit and
gaiety with which it was tricked
out, that its utmoft groflnefs feem-
ed for the time rather to win than
to repulfe beholders. Around the
King cluftered a band of congenial
{pirits, a galaxy of corruption, who
fpread the pollution upon every
fide. The names of Buckingham
and Rochefter, of Etheridge, Lyt-
telton, and Sedley, ftill maintain a
bad preeminence in the annals of
Englifhvice. As far as the common
eye could reach there was little to
refift the evil. The Duke of York,
the next heir to the throne, a cold-
hearted libertine, fhared the vices
of the King, without the poor
glofs of his focial attractions. It
was the day of England’s deepeft
degradation, when in private life
morality was a reproach, truth de-

parted
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Introduétion.

parted, and religion a jeft; when
in affairs of ftate French gold and
foreign influence had corrupted
and fubdued the throned monarch,
and England’s King was daily
lofing what had been gained by
the Prote&or of the Common-
wealth.

It was a day of heartlefs merri-
ment, upon which fell fuddenly a
night of blacknefs, which fwal-
lowed up its crew of godlefs revel-
lers. A picture more deeply tra-
gical than that thus fimply fketch-
ed by Mr. Evelyn at the end, of
Charles himfelf, can fcarcely be
conceived. ‘I can never forget
the inexpreflible luxury and pro-
phanenefs, gaming and all diffo-
lutenefs, and as it were total for-
getfulnefs of God (it being Sunday
evening) which this day fe’nnight

I was
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Xv

I was witnefs of, the King fitting
and toying with his concubines,
Portfmouth, Cleaveland, and Ma-
zarine, &c. a French boy fing-
ing love fongs in that glorious
gallery, whilft about 20 of the
great courtiers and other diffolute
perfons were at Baffet round a
large table, a bank of at leaft 2000
in gold before them, upon which
two gentlemen who were with
me made reflexions with aftonith-
ment. Six days after was all in

the duft.”

Evelyn’s Diary, Feb. 1684-5.

In the midft of fuch a general’

reign of wickednefs, it is moft re-
frefhing to the wearied {pirit to
find by clofer fearch fome living
witnefles for truth and holinefs—

fome
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xvi Introdution.

fome who, through God’s Grace,
pafled at His call their vexed days
amongft the orgies of that crew,
as untainted by its evils, as is the
clear funbeam by the corruption
of a loathfome atmofphere. Such
an one was Margaret Godolphin,
whom neither the licenfe of thofe
evil days, nor the fcandal and de- |
tration with which they abound-
ed, ever touched in fpirit or in re-
putation. Verily fhe walked in
the flames of ¢ the fiery furnace
and felt no hurt, neither did the
{mell of fire pafs upon her.”

In what ftrength fhe lived this
life the following pages will de-
clare. They will thew that ever
by her fide, converfing with her
fpirit through its living faith, there
was a fourth form like unto the
Son of God. And one thing for

our
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xvil

our inftru¢tion and encouragement
may here be fpecially noted : that
in that day of reproach fhe was a
true daughter of the Church of
England. Puritanifm did not con-
tra@ her foul into morofenefs ; nor
did fhe go to Rome to learn the
habits of devotion. In the train-
ing of our own Church fhe found
enough of God’s teaching to in-
ftru&t her foul; in its leflons the
found a rule of holy felf-denying
obedience ; in its prayers a practice
of devotion ; in its body a fellow-
thip with faints ; in its ordinances
a true communion with her God
and Saviour; which were able to
maintain in fimple, unaffeted pu-
rity her faith at court, in dutiful,
a&tive love her married life ; which
fufficed to crown her hours of bitter
anguith and untimely death with a

joyful
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Introduétion.

joyful refignation and affured wait-
ing for her crown.

Such is the fketch prefented in
thefe pages to the reader. May
he in a better day learn in fecret,
for himfelf, thofe leflons of hea-
venly wifdom which adorned the |
life and glorified the death of Mar-
garet Godolphin.
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