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The Life of Mrs.
Godolphin.

Vn Dieu ﬁ' vn Amy.

@) AM not vamindfull of what
your Ladythip lately fug-
gefted to me concerning that
blefled Saint now in heaven. Doe you
beleive I need be incited to preferve
the memory of one whofe Image is
foe deeply printed in my heart? Butt
you would have a more permanent
Record of her perfections, and foe
would I; not onely for the veneration
wee beare her precious Afhes, butt for

the
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the good of thofe who, emulous of her
vertues, would purfue the Inflance of
it, in this, or perhapps any age before
it. ’Tis certaine the materialls I have
by me would furnifh one whe were
Mafter of a Stile becomeing foe admi-
rable a Subjedt; and wifh’d I have, a
thoufand tymes, the perfon in the world
who knew her beft, and moft fhe loved,
would give vs the picture his pencill
could beft delineat : if fuch an Artift as
he is decline the vndertakeing, for fear
that even with all his {kill he thould not
reach the orriginall, how farr thort am
I like to fall, who cannot pretend to
the meaneft of his Talents. But as in-
dignation (they fay) fometymes creats
a poem where there is no naturall dif-
pofition in the compofer ; foe a mighty
obligation, a holy freindfhipp, and your
Ladyfhipp’s comands, irrefiftibly pre-
vaile with me rather to hazard the cen-
fure of my Imperfections, then to dif-
obey you, or fuffer thofe precious me-

moryes
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moryes to be loft which deferve con-
fecration to Eternity : ’tis then the leaft
and laft fervice I can exprefs to a dye-
ing freind for whome I thould not have
refufed even to dye my felfe. Butt,
Madam, you will not expeét I fhould
be foe exactly particular in the minuter
circumflances of her birth and what paft

in her Infancy and more tender years,

becaufe, [though] I have fometimes told
her pleafantly I would write her life,
when God knowes I little thought of
furviveing her whome often I have
wifhed might be att the clofeing of myne
owne Eyes, I had not the honor of being

| acquainted with her till the laft feaven
| years of her life ; I fay the little expec-

tation I had of ere@ing to her a monu-
ment of this nature, made me not foe
Induftrious to Informe myfelfe of what
was paft as I thould have beene, for I
am perfwaded that from the begining
fomething of exterordnary remarkeable
was all along confpicuous in her; nor

was
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was it poffible that my admiration of
her vertues, when I came to know her,
thould not have prompted me to en-
quire concerneing many particulars of
her life before I.knew her; fomething
I learned cafually converfing with her,
diverfe things from the papers comu-
nicated to me fince her deceafe, and
from what your Ladyfhipp has In-
formed me ; ‘from whome I might de-
rive ample matter to furnifh vpon this
fubject; butt, as I faid, it would be-
come a fteadier hand, and the penn of
an Angells wing to defcribe the life of
a Saint, who is now amongft thofe Il-
luftrious orders : butt, Madam,’tis your
peremptorye Comand, I fhould fett
downe what I know, and how diffident
foever I ought to be of acquitting my
felfe as I thould, yett fince *tis hardly
poffible to fay any thing foe indiffe- |
rently, butt muft raife an Emulation in
thofe that read or hear of it to Imitate her
vertues, [I enter] vpon the adventure.

Where
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Groome of his Bedd Chamber, butt to

Mrs. Godolphin.

Where this excellent Creature was
borne, I have learned from you ; when,
from her felfe; namely, asI remember,
on the Second of Auguft, in the year
1652 ; a monthand a year never to be
forgotten by me without a mixture of
different paflions, for then had I born
that Child whofe early hopes you have
often heard me deplore the lofs of, nor
doe I yett remember him without emo-
tion.

>Tis not to informe your Ladythipp
of a thing you doe not know, butt for
methods fake that I {peake fomething of
the family of this Lady, which was very
honorable; herfather was Collonell Tho-
mas Blagge, a Gent. of an ancient Suf-
folke family, and a perfon of foe exter-
ordnary witt and fignall Loyalty, as not
only made him efteemed by that blefled
Martyr Charles the Firft, being made

be
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be intrufted with one of his principall
Garrifons, namely that of Wallingford,
dureing the late rebellion. How wor-
thyly he acquitted himfelefe of that
charge in that vnhappy warr is vpon
another monumentall Record. Hee
lived to fee his Majeftye who now
raignes reftored to his Kingdomes and
to dye in his favour. Mors. Blagge his
Lady (Mother to our Saint) was a wo-
man foe eminent in all the vertues and
perfections of her fex, that it were hard
to fay whether were fuperior her Beau-
ty, Witt, or Piety ; for, as I have heard
from thofe who intimately knew her,
fhe was in all thefe very like her daugh-
ter, and then I am {ure there could no-
thing be added to render her a moft
admirable perfon. The iniquitye of the
tymes had accquainted her with forrow
enough to have diftracted her, being
left butt in difficult circumftances, yett |
fhe lived to difcharge all her hufbands
engagements that were very confider-

able
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able, and to provide an honourable |

competency for noe lefs then 3 young
daughters, whereof this was the young-
eft.

Itt was by this excellent mother that

- this rare child was as early inflituted in

the fear of God as fhe could fpeake:
and as her exterordnary difcernment
foone advanced to a great and early
fence of Religion, foe fhe brought her
to be confirmed by the now Lord Bi-

thopp of Ely, Doé&or Gunning, who |

itt appeares was foe furprized att thofe
early Graces he difcovered in her, thdt
he thought fitt fhe fhould be admitted
to the holy Sacrament when fhe was
hardly Eleaven years of Age: from that
moment forwards, young and {pright-
full as fthe was, the was obferved to live
with great circum{pecion, prefcribeing
to herfelfe a conftant method of devo-
tion, and certaine dayes of abftinence,
that fhe might the better vacate to holy

dutyes

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108061940
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-06194-0 - The Life of Mrs Godolphin
John Evelyn Edited by Samuel Wilberforce

Excerpt
More information

The Lif of

dutyes and gaine that maftery over her
appetite, which, with all other paffions,
the had ftrangely fubdued to my often
admiration. Butt I thould have told
your Ladyfhipp, though I remember
not on what occafion, the went with
the old Dutchefs of Richmond into
France, who confign’d her to the care
of thelate Countefs of Guilford, Groome
of theStoole to the late Q ueens Mother,
with whome fhe continued till her Ma-
jeftye came into England: And this
minds me of what I have heard, that
being frequently tempted by that By-
gott profelitefle to goe to Mafle and
be a papift, our young Saint would not
only not be perfwaded to it, but affert-
ed her better faith with fuch readinefs
and conftancy, (as according to the ar-
gument of that keen Religion) caufed
her to be rudely treated and menaced
by the Countefs; foe as the was be-
come a Confeflor and almoft a Martyr |
before fhe was 77 years old. This paf-

fage
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fage I have from her felfe and the would
relate it with pretty circumftances: but
long ftaid fhe not in France; when
being returned to her mother, the lived
with her fometyme in London, till the
raigneing peftilence of Sixty-five breake-
ing out, every body retireing into the
Country, fhe accompanyed her into
Suffolke amongft her fathers Relations
there, and paft the Recefs with foe
much order and fatisfaction, that with
exterordnary regrett the was taken no-
tice of to quitt it; when being demand-
ed by the then Dutchefs of Yorke for
a Maid of Honour, her Maother was
prevailed with to place her little Daugh-

| ter att Court. This was indeed a fur-

prizeing change of Aire, and a perilous
Climate, for one foe very young as fhe,
and fcarcely yett attained to the twelvth
year of her age: butt by how much
more the danger {foe much greater the

 virtue and difcretion which not only

preferved her fteady in that giddy Sta-

tion,
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tion, but foe improv’d, that the exam-
ple of this little Saint influenced not
onely her honourable companions, butt
fome who were advanc’d in yeares be-
fore her, and of the moft illuftrious
quality. What! fhall I fay, fhe like 2
young Apoftlefs began to plant Reli-
gion in that barren Soyle? Arethufa
pafl’d thro’ all thofe turbulent waters
without foe much as the leaft ftaine or
tincture in her Chriftall, with her Piety
grew vp her Witt, which was foe fpark-
ling, accompanyed with a Judgment
and Eloquence foe exterordnary, a
Beauty and Ayre foe charmeing and
lovely,in aword, an Addrefs foe vniver-
fally takeing, that after few years, the
Court never faw or had feen fuch a
Conftellation of perfections amongft all
their fplendid Circles. Nor did this,
nor the admiration it created, the Elo-
gies fhe every day received, and appli-
cation of the greateft perfons, at all elate
her; fhe was ftill the {fame, allwayes in

perfect
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