
British and Irish History, 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

The books in this series focus on the British Isles in the early modern 
period, as interpreted by eighteenth- and nineteenth-century historians, 
and show the shift to ‘scientific’ historiography. Several of them are devoted 
exclusively to the history of Ireland, while others cover topics including 
economic history, foreign and colonial policy, agriculture and the industrial 
revolution. There are also works in political thought and social theory, 
which address subjects such as human rights, the role of women, and 
criminal justice.

The Early History of Coffee Houses in England
Coffee houses played an important role in the cultural and intellectual 
history of the seventeenth century. Functioning as venues where people 
could meet, catch up with news, transact business and discuss issues of 
mutual concern, they provided a valuable alternative to public houses: 
the absence of alcohol allowed for more serious conversation. First 
published in 1893, this illustrated study by Edward Forbes Robinson 
(fl.1890) explores the history of the English coffee house and its role in 
seventeenth-century social and political life. Beginning with a history 
of coffee itself, Robinson examines the religious traditions surrounding 
the beverage, moving on to discuss its medical uses and the clientele who 
frequented the establishments that served it. The role of the coffee house 
as a temperance institution is also considered. With an appendix containing 
a selection of contemporary texts and descriptions of coffee house tokens, 
this lively study remains significant to social historians.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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