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This collection of narratives contains vivid accounts of the varied landscapes,
built environment and customs encountered by eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century travellers in the British Isles and Europe. Some were wealthy
individuals on the Grand Tour, while others were travelling on business,

for pleasure, in pursuit of better health, or simply to escape trouble at home.

The Alps

Following the precedent and standards set by the Baedeker guides, travel
literature enjoyed great popularity during the later nineteenth century. This
guidebook to the Alps, written by Hermann Alexander Berlepsch (1814?-83)
and translated from German by the renowned author and mountaineer Leslie
Stephen (1832-1904), was first published in English in 1861. This was during
the golden age of alpinism, when many major peaks were ascended for the
first time. While later mountaineers concentrated on climbing as a sport,
earlier expeditions were of a more scientific nature; this guidebook, which
provides detailed information pertaining to the geology, flora and fauna

of the Alps, is a reflection of this ambition. Also containing descriptions

of village life and Alpine customs, it enjoyed a significant readership in its
day and was also translated into French. It remains an instructive work in the
history of alpinism and travel writing.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
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Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
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Note by the Translator on the Explorations of 1861.

THE season of 1861 has been remarkable in the Alps for
a long continuance of fine weather, and (as a natural con-
sequence) equally remarkable for the number of successful
attempts upon mountains hitherto unascended. The fol-
lowing is a list of the principal ascents that have come
within the knowledge of the Translator, and is given as a
supplement to the chapter on mountain tops :—The most
difficult exploit of the season was probably the ascent of
the Weisshorn by Professor Tyndall. Besides this, the
Monte Viso was ascended for the first time by Messrs. W.
Mathews and Jacomb ; the Lyskamm by Messrs. Ramsay,
Rennison, Sibson, Pilkington, Hall, Hudson, Stephenson,
and Hardy; the Pelvoux by Mr. Whymper; the Nord-
end of Monte Rosa by Sir F. and Mr. E. Buxton and
Mr. Cowell, and the highest peak of the Schreckhorner
by the Translator. The old Weissthor was crossed for
the first time for many years (if not absolutely for the
first time) by Mr. Tuckett, who also crossed from Saas to
Zermatt by the Fée glaciers, (a route discovered last year
by the Translator) besides a new pass over the glaciers
of Chermontane to Prerayen in the Valpelline, and one to
the south-west of Mont Blanc. Messrs. W. Mathews and
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Jacomb crossed the range of the Monte Rosa between
the Twins and the Lyskamm. Other new passes were
effected by Mr. S. Winkworth over the Argentiére and
Neewaz glaciers, and by Sir F. and Mr. E. Buxton and
Mr. Cowell over the Chermontane and Otemma glaciers
from the Val de Bagne into the Eringer Thal.

An ascent of the Bernina (the first by an Englishman,
though not the first on record) was made by Mr. Hardy
and Mr. Kennedy, and the route from St. Gervais to Mont
Blanc by the Aiguille and Déme de Gouté and the Bosse
was for the first time actually made (by Mr. Tuckett
and the Translator), although Mr. Hudson had previously
fully shown its practicability and in fact made the whole
route at different times.
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