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Books of enduring scholarly value

Music

The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description,
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar -
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Mendelssohn

The composer, virtuoso pianist and conductor Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47)
was lionised by the music-loving public during his lifetime, and his music

is still greatly admired today. A versatile child prodigy, he wrote music for

A Midsummer Nights Dream while he was still a teenager. Masterpieces such
as the octet for strings, the ‘Italian’ symphony, the violin concerto and his
great oratorio Elijah followed. His extraordinary ability was such that he was
made an honorary member of the Philharmonic Society in 1829 at the age
of only twenty during the first of his ten visits to Britain. A great advocate

of Johann Sebastian Bach, Mendelssohn did much to reawaken interest

in his music. This eminently readable short biography by the composer
William Smith Rockstro (1823-95) was first published in 1884 as part of
Francis Hueffer’s ‘Great Musicians’ series. A list of Mendelssohn’s works is
included as an appendix.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This digitally printed version 2013
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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