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Inspired by Schliemann’s discoveries at Mycenae and Troy, Sir Arthur John Evans (1851-1941), keeper of Oxford’s
Ashmolean Museum from 1884 to 1908, trustee of the British Museum and fellow of the Royal Society, used his
inherited wealth to purchase land in Crete at Knossos. From 1900 he commenced excavations there in co-operation
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bringing to light further architectural and artefactual remains of Minoan civilisation, including numerous texts in
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TABLETS AND BASEMENT OIL STORAGE: TYPES OF OIL JARS OR
Prraos, DISCOVERY OF STANDARD WEIGHT-— BALANCE' AND
“INGOT’ SIGNS ON CLAY INVENTORIES

Clay sealings countermarked by signs of Script B—derived, with tablets, from upper
chambers ; The Upper West Magazines; Stored grains and ‘Granary’ tablets pre-
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of Millet beer ; Appearance on lentoid signet ; Barley sign—ears moulded on jugs,
also oat-like sprays; Enclave of ‘Kaselles’—once Treasure Cists; Larger vats
for oil; Final phase of West Magazines—oil storage predominant, with superficial
basins ; Degenerate survival of ‘Medallion’ type among later piz%of; 'True ‘ Medallion’
pithoi on earlier floors, others transferred to later floors ; Evidence of original plait-
work bands on ¢Medallion’ pitoi; Its bearing on steatite examples found in
¢ Atreus’ tomb ; M. M. I1I prototypes of normal pit/oi of L. M. II Class; L. M. 14
inscribed pit/oi from Phaestos ; Influence of L. M. I painted designs on pithoi of
later class—plant designs, loop decoration and sacral ¢ Adder mark’; Rim profiles
of pithoi ; ‘Bottle-shaped’ class derived from basketry; Evidence of about 200
pithoi in position—accommodation for 380 in W. Magazines ; Estimate of total oil
storage ; Roofing over of Magazines VII-X—remains of painted dadoes; Discovery
of standard Palace weight with octopus reliefs, representing light talent ; Copper
ingots of this talent weight; Late Palatial disk-shaped weights; Their graduated
numeration and equivalence to Egyptian units ; Others answering to light Babylonian
standard ; Equations with Egyptian gold units: ‘Ox-head’ and ‘Sphendonoid’
weight ;  Balance ’ sign on libation vase of hard stone with doustrophédon inscription ;
The sign (rdAavrov) on tablets, coupled with ‘ingot’—60 with one-eighth deducted ;
Late Minoan ‘dumps’, predecessors of Coinage—electrum example from Palace
site ; Gold rings and bars mediums of Currency—a Minoan shilling’ (skilling) ;
Discovery of gold ¢ weight seal’—an Egyptian gold unit.

§ 110, FIRST DISCOVERY OF LARGE HOARDS OF CLAY TABLETS IN ADVANCED
LiNEAR ScripT (B). SIGNS OF CLAsS B COMPARED WITH A:
THEIR ANALYSIS AND ASSOCIATED SYSTEM OF NUMERATION. . 666

Discovery of hoards of clay tablets (associated sealings, already described); At the
time unparalleled phenomenon ; The first hoards brought to light in S.W. region ;
‘Granary’ and ‘Chariot’ tablets; Armoury deposit; Mostly stored on the upper
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in original order ; Classical traditions of finding of prehistoric Writing ; Bronze tablet
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¢ Chronicle of Trojan War’; The Tablets of Linear Class B—forms contrast with
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sceptre’ and ‘horned head-piece’; Numeration of A and B—practically zame;
‘ Percentage Tablets’; Signs of Addition.

§ 111, TABLETS OF THE LINEAR SCRIPT B (continued): METICULOUS
BUSINESS METHODS: LISTS OF PERSONS AND INVENTORIES OF
PosSsESSION . . . . . . . . . . . 694

‘Minos’ as a bureaucratic organizer as well as law-giver—Corroboration of Greek
tradition ; Elaborate business methods ; Inventories docketed ; Methodical disposi-
tion of tablets—Aristides ‘the Unjust’; The Grammarian at work-—conventions
common to A and B; Bulk of Tablets inventories and lists of persons ; Example of
exceptional document ; Human figures—* Man’ sign ; * Overseer’ sign ; Large tablet
with lists of men—elegant inscription of similar kind ; * Woman ’ sign—lists of female
names ; Signs indicative of children ; The name-groups—with and without ‘man’
or ‘woman’ sign ; Ideograms in personal names—-interest of ‘goat’ sign; ‘Ship’
and ‘rudder’ in name-forms; Male and female terminals—evidence of declension ;
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Correspondence of names in Classes A and B; Linguistic unity—extends to
Cyclades ; Olive culture—symbol of superintendence; Saffron culture and cereal
signs ; Flocks and herds ; Swine and horses ; ‘ Horned cattle’ and ‘flock’ signs—
indications of sex ; Signs specially connected with quantities or numbers ; Pictorial
figures of uncertain meaning ; Deposit of ¢ Vase Tablets’—comparisons with hoards
of metal vessels and relation to Central Palace Sanctuary; Early B tablet with
‘rhytons’ and ‘Vapheio’ cups; Services of vessels; Signs of script relating to
vessels ; Hoard of tablets referring to clay ®stirrup vases’ marked by ¢ Double-Axe’
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Tiryns, Mycenae, and Eleusis; Those from Thebes; Comparisons with Class B—
solitary A sign; The Mainland divergence from A tradition—remarkable pheno-
menon ; Probable that Class A was previously used there; Ceramic parallels to
intrusion of Class B ; Conventionalized vase types dependent on L. M. II; Also at
Tell-el-Amarna ; Short interval between fall of the Knossian Palace and Tell-el-
Amarna relics ; Close correspondence of Theban inscriptions with those of Knossian
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Syria ; ¢ King Kasios’ ; Cuneiform Alphabet of local evolution ; Built * Royal Tombs’
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Openings in masonry connected with blind wells for drink-offerings ; Features in
Isopata Tomb explamned—blind openings backed by virgin soil; Further parallel
supplied by smaller built tomb at Isopata ; Minoan types of vessel associated with
Ras-Shamra Tombs; Mouthpiece of faience ‘rhyton’ from Assur of L.M. I«
fabric ; Votive silver bowl from Ras-Shamra deposit presenting graffito inscription
of Class B.
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slabs ; Gold necklace—Minoan sign of rank; ‘Horned’ sword ; Cruciform sword
with agate pommel and gold-plated hilt ; On each hilt-plate two engraved scenes of
lion hunting wild-goat.
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EARLIER ELEMENTS AND INTERMEDIATE AND FINAL RENOVA-
TION: ‘ARGONAUT’ FRIEZE AND BULL-SPORT FRESCOES: IN-
TERRUPTED WORK IN EAST BASEMENTS . . . . . 872

Seismic catastrophe towards close of L. M. Iz ; Palace restored in L. M. IJ style;
Older elements inherited from ¢ Great Rebuilding’ of M. M. I11 4 ; Survival of High
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land sites; Tirynthian and Knossian designs attributed to same hand—typical
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Palace ; Radical reconstitution visible on ¢East Stairs —seismic deposit of L. M. I &
pottery beneath them ; Other contemporary L. M. I a deposits ; Earlier Palace lines
largely maintained ; Great extension of Processional frescoes in earlier phase of New
Palace ; Their Egyptian derivation and parallelism with scenes showing tributaries
from XKeftiu; ‘Shield Fresco’—growing Conventionalism and Military parade,
Egyptian and Syrian religious influences—the * Minoan Genii’ and the long-robed
votaries of Camp-stool Fresco ; Indications of New Dynasty ; General unity of latest
Palatial culture—illustrated by Deposits ; Centralizing and aggressive character of
New régime ; Signs of destruction on other Cretan sites and on Mainland side;
Did ¢Minos II’ use black mercenaries there?; Great scheme of renovation in
Palace—intrusion of ‘Throne-room System’; Incipient redecoration in East
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finished ‘amphoras in ¢Sculptor’s Workshop’; General signs of sudden catastrophe.

© § 116 B. LAST PALATIAL AGE. ‘THE ROOM OF THE THRONE’ AND CON-
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Abrupt intrusion of Throne Room system—evidences of early L. M. II date ; Traces
of bull-sport frescoes in Ante-room opening into ‘Room of Throne’; Double
doors to it, later removed; Excavation of ‘Room of Throne’—\Wall-paintings,
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§ 119, ErILOGUE: PART 1II. DI1SCOVERY OF TEMPLE TOMB: UPPER SHRINE
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