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Polar Exploration

This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested
in such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage,
which, if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards.
Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, and
their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology,
botany and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information
about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes of
the American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter
isolation in bygone centuries.

Narrative of a Voyage to Patagonia and Terra del Fuego

On 22 May 1826, H.M.S. Beagle left Plymouth Sound on her maiden voyage,
accompanying H.M.S. Adventure to Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego to

survey the Strait of Magellan. Years later, Royal Naval officer John Macdouall
(f1.1820-30) proclaimed himself ‘one whose visit to Port Famine, and some-
time residence on that inhospitable coast, have left no wish of re-visiting it,
really or metaphorically’. Nevertheless, his first-hand account of the first
nineteen months of the Beagle’s voyage, originally published in 1833, is a
highly entertaining read. With an amusing combination of self-deprecation
and caustic observation, and in preference to ‘the trouble of detailing the
monotonous course of a long sea voyage, Macdouall relates anecdotes about
life aboard ship and the peoples and places encountered. While unforgiving of
‘absurd’ Spanish customs and ‘national indolence, and Rio de Janeiro's ‘bowing
hypocritical Portuguese, he offers a generally kinder portrait of Fuegian and
Patagonian ‘savages.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1833
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06098-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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PREFACE.

I DO not find much difficulty in explaining
the motives which induced me to offer this Nar-

rative for publication. Whether it will be well
or ill-received, I cannot possibly determine. I

hope for the best. I have written it not only
with the view of gain (always pleasant, though
sometimes fallacious, as the mirage of the desert
to the thirst-parched pilgrim), but also, I am
justified in adding, with that of ridding myself
of the remarks of certain kind-hearted people,
yelept friends, foujours prét at pointing out
what ought to be done on all possible occasions.
These benevolent personages were continually
worrying me in my joyous ruminations with the
reiteration of their kind wishes and wonderings,

usually rounded off with a “ why don’t you
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iv PREFACE.

publish ?” followed by the good-natured remarks
of “ no resolution—want of energy—vague aspi-
rations—e# id genus omne.” Should I not at-
tempt, I shall be upbraided and vilified, or failing
in the attempt I shall be laughed at: a pleasant
alternative. The latter, however,in common with
my superiors and my more practised brethren
in the art of writing, I must be content to endure.
Criticism claims it as a right to find or make
her vietims.

A fine opportunity is now offered for any
affluent and high-minded individuals to exercise
the influence with which a happier fortune, and
it may be more sterling deserts, have invested
them in favour of one whose visit to Por
Famine, and some time residence on that inhos-
pitable coast, have left no wish of re-visiting it,
really or metaphorically—“ 1 lack advance-

ment.”
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