Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

British and Irish History, Nineteenth Century

This series comprises contemporary or near-contemporary accounts of
the political, economic and social history of the British Isles during the
nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and
trade, labour relations and the women’s movement, developments in
education and social welfare, religious emancipation, the justice system,
and special events including the Great Exhibition of 1851.

A General View of the Criminal Law of England

The jurist Sir James Fitzjames Stephen (1829-94) published this work in
1863 to provide the intelligent layman with a general account of the workings
and principles of English criminal law. He begins with a brief sketch of the
development of that law from the Anglo-Saxon period onwards. He then
covers the current law on criminal responsibility and the classification and
definition of specific crimes, before turning to procedure and the rules

of evidence. The book helped to establish Stephen’s reputation and made
possible his appointment as legal member of the Indian viceroy’s council in
succession to Henry Maine in 1869. Work on its revision for a second edition
led Stephen into producing separate and authoritative digests of the law of
evidence, criminal law, and criminal procedure, as well as his three-volume
History of the Criminal Law of England, published in 1883 and also reissued
in this series.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

A General View
of the

Criminal Law
of England

JAMES FITZJAMES STEPHEN

& CAMBRIDGE

% [J UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108060936

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2014

This edition first published 1863
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-06093-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

A GENERAL VIEW

OF THE

CRIMINAL LAW OF ENGLAND.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

A GENERAL VIEW

OF

THE CRIMINAL LAW

OF

ENGLAND.

BY

JAMES FITZJAMES STEPHEN, M.A.

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW,
RECORDER OF NEWARK-ON-TRENT.

Fondon and Gambridge:
MACMILLAN AND CO.
1863.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

LONDON :
PRINTED BY R. CLAY, SON, AND TAYLOR,
BREAD STREET HILL.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060936
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06093-6 - A General View of the Criminal Law of England
James Fitzjames Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

THE object of this work being somewhat peculiar,
a few words in explanation of it may be permitted.
Almost all English law books are written for purely
practical purposes. A few are intended for the
education of students, the great majority are di-
gests or indexes intended to be consulted in cham-
bers or in court. Each of these classes contain so
many works upon the Criminal Law admirable
for their clearness and learning that it would be
needless to try to add to their number. Each
class, however, is marked by peculiarities which
leave room for a work of another kind. Books
intended for students (like the fourth volume of
Serjeant Stephen’s Commentaries) furnish a com-
plete and exact map of a country which the
reader is assumed to mean to inspect in detail for
himself. Works intended for reference in business
are unavoidably crowded with details to such
an extent, that to try to get out of them any
general notion of the law is like looking at a
landscape through a microscope.

The present work is intended neither for prac-
tical use nor for an introduction to professional
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vi Preface.

study. Its object is to give an account of the
general scope, tendency, and design of an impor-
tant part of our institutions, of which surely none
can have a greater moral significance, or be more
closely connected with broad principles of morality
and politics, than those by which men rightfully,
deliberately, and in cold blood, kill, enslave, and
otherwise torment their fellow-creatures. It surely
ought to be possible to explain the principles of
such a system in a manner both intelligible and
interesting.

In the attempt to do so, I have not aimed at
completeness, and I have been anxious to avoid
details which were not characteristic. Hence I
have quoted authorities only for the sake of illus-
tration, and as sparingly as possible. In the
speculative parts of the book I have quoted none;
but I hope it will not be supposed that, by the
omission to do so, I claim any originality for argu-
ments and principles which have been repeatedly
maintained by well-known writers, though not,
perhaps, in relation to the particular subject-
matter to which I have tried to apply them.

4, PAPER BuiLpings, TEMPLE,
June, 1863.
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