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PREFACE

FIND little to state here by way of preface ; but

may say that, as 1 have passed through life with
few if any apparent enemies, so also I hope that I have
given occasion for not much heart-burning.

Two things would have ill beseemed me in this work,
and I trust I have avoided them both. The first is the
offence of appearing as a self-praiser ; the second is
the still graver misdemeanour of being ill-natured, or of
decrying the men and women of whom I speak. What 1
thought praiseworthy in them I have praised ; to what
I thought blameworthy I have felt it to be my right
part to award only a thin modicum of blame, or mostly
none. Some readers may opine that, although I speak
of several important personages from my own know-
ledge of them, I say little about them that is of much
moment ; neither should I dissent from this allegation.
But it does not follow that I know nothing beyond that
which I write. In some cases I do know a good deal
more ; but to cast a slur here or violate a confidence
there would make me contemptible to myself.

For some matters I have a moderately fair memory—
I might mention dates in particular. But there are two
kinds of things for which my memory is decidedly bad

X1
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xii PREFACE

—the faces of people I meet, and the words of con-
versations. When a conversation is over, I am not long
in forgetting even its definite purport, and more especi-
ally I recollect scarcely at all the precise words that had
been used. Naturally therefore, when I come to write
reminiscences, I can say little of the talks which I had,
even with men of mark, and I could very seldom give a
résumé of their actual phrases. To invent diction which
would convey the same sense in a certain way is what 1
do not feel at liberty to do. The result is that these
pages of mine are most rarely enlivened with a few
words of remembered talk : which is a pity, but under
the circumstances it cannot be helped.

The writing of this book was begun in August 1901,
and was substantially completed in March 1903. Since
the latter date several things have happened, entitled,
on their own showing, to figure in my reminiscences.
They are glanced at here and there ; but, so far as may
be, I have left my text unaltered.

My life having been an eminently unadventurous and
uneventful one, and perhaps of little import to anybody
save myself and my immediate surroundings, I do not
exactly propose to write my life, and 1 even take little
or no notice here of some of the matters which most
closely affected myself. But I have some reminiscences
of personages and incidents not unknown to fame, and
these I partly set down.

It may be as well here to say that I have already
written and published various things in which my per-
sonal reminiscences, more especially as affecting other
members of the family, are concerned. I shall have to
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PREFACE xiii

recur to some of the same matters, but shall, so far as
manageable, avoid repeating the same identical details.
The writings in question are as follows :—

1. 1884. Notes on Works by Dante Gabriel Rossetti
—Four articles in The Art Fournal.

2. 1886. The Collected Works of Dante Gabriel
Rossetti—Editorial matter. Amplified in the illustrated
edition of his Poems, 1904.

3. 1888. The Portraits of Dante Gabriel Rossetti—
Articles in The Magagzine of Ars.

4. 1889. Dante Gabriel Rossetti as Designer and
Writer.

5. 1895. Dante Gabriel Rossetti : his Family Letters,
with a Memoir by myself.

6. 1896. New Poems by Christina Rossetti—Edi-
torial matter.

7. 1898. The Blessed Damozel, by Dante Gabriel
Rossetti—Introduction.

8. 1898-1901. Prefatory Notes to The Poems of
Dante Gabriel Rossetti—Siddal Edition.

9. 1899. Ruskin, Rossetti, Praraphaelitism — Edi-
torial matter.

10. 1900. Przraphaeclite Diaries and Letters—Edited
and partly written by me.

11. 19oo. Lenore, by Burger, translated by Dante
Gabriel Rossetti—Editorial matter.

12. 19oi. The Germ, Facsimile Reprint—Introduc-
tion by me.

13. 1901. Gabriele Rossetti, a Versified Auto-
biography—Translated and supplemented by me.

14. 1902-3. Bibliography of the works of Dante
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Xiv PREFACE

Gabriel Rossetti—Articles in The Bibliographer (New
York), since republished and amplified as a pamphlet.

15. 1903. Dante Rossetti and Elizabeth Siddal—
Article in The Burlington Magazine.

16. 1903. Rossetti Papers, 1862 to 1870.

17. 1904. The complete Poetical Works of Chris-
tina Rossetti, also a selection of them in the Golden
Treasury series—Editorial matter.

There are also some minor writings, not here speci-
fied, bearing on the same range of subject.

It will thus be perceived that, even if I were now to
write no more, I have contributed in some substantial
measure to public information concerning relatives and
associates more interesting than myself. But for several
years past the reminiscent or autobiographic mood has
been in the ascendant (I think it was Sir Henry Taylor
who gave it the first re-impulse), and 1 may perhaps be
excused for joining the goodly company—goodly in
numbers and often in quality—of persons who will not
keep their private transactions to themselves. ¢ Inter-
viewing ” is one of the manias of the day—to my think-
ing, a noxious one. The reminiscents are persons who,
whether interviewed or not by others, interview them-
selves. To me this seems, if an evil; at all events a

minor one.
W. M. R.

Loxpox,  Famuary 1gob.
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SUMMARY OF THE SECTIONS

1. Earliest Years—My birth in London, 25 September 1829—My
parents, sisters, and brother—Restricted income of the family—My father’s
literary works subsidized by two friends, Frere and Lyell—The Street of
my birth, Charlotte Street, Portland Place—My grandfather Polidori
and his family—Their country-home, Holmer Green—We remove from
No. 38 to No. 50 Charlotte Street—Family life—My early readings—
Italian and a very few English visitors—Few works of art in the house

(2#- 1-15)

I1. My Parents, Sisters, and Brother.—My father and mother towards
1834—My sister Maria—My brother—My sister Christina—My own
demeanour in childhood (gp. 16-22)

III. Schsol—In 1837 I go to the school of the Rev. Mr. Paul, and
soon afterwards to King’s College School—A robbery in our house—My
brother and myself at school—Two school-fellows—My laziness as a
schoolboy after my brother had left—My masters from the same time—
I leave school in February 1845 (pp. 23-29)

IV. Fumily Life, 1839 #o 1844.—The Polidoris leave Holmer Green
and resettle in London—Books read by my brother and myself—Poli-
dori’s private printing-press—I write two boyish tale—My brother’s
influence over me in writing, and its limitations—MYy father falls into ill-
health and becomes nearly blind, 1843, and his professional employment
fails—Many illnesses in the family throughout my life—My mother goes
out giving lessons; and Maria becomes a governess, afterwards a teacher—
Position of Christina and Dante Gabriel—Money affairs and death of
my grand-zunt Harriet Pierce—Narrow circumstances of the family—
My father takes me away from school, and, through Sir Isaac Goldsmid
and Mr. John Wood, I obtain temporary employment in the Excise
Office (9. 30-43)

V. The Excise Office—My early days in the office—System of em-
ploying Excise officers there—Various officials with whom I came in
contact—One of them tried on suspicion of matricide—The Chartist

XV
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xvi SUMMARY OF THE SECTIONS

meeting of 1848—DBusiness arrangements in the Inland Revenue—A. C.

Lyster and his connexions—Herne Bay (pp. 44-56)

V1. Home Life, My Brother and Myself.—Our intimate association in
daily life, reading, etc.—Persons whom I knew through my brother, such
as Thomas Doughty, W. B. Scott, Madox Brown, etc.-—Scott’s Juzo-
biographical Notes—General condition of our family (pp. 57-61)

VII. The Prazraphaclite Brotherkood.——F ormation of the Brotherhood,
1848, consisting of Holman Hunt, Millais, Dante Rossetti, W oolner,
Collinson, Stephens, and myself—Details concerning each of the six—
The closeness of intercourse between the members diminishes after 1850
—Collinson’s engagement to Christina Rossetti and its termination—His
death—Eventual dissensions between the P.R.B.’s—My own relation to
this matter (pp. 62-76)

VIIL. Beginnings in Literature.—Casual writings in boyhood—My
early attempts in verse, gradually relinquished— Bou#s-rimés sonnets written
by my brother and myself, and a few by Christina—Tke Germ—My
blank-verse poem, Mrs. Holmes Grey, intended for The Germ, but left un-
published until in 1868 it appeared in T%e¢ Broadwasy—Some poets whom
I knew from 1849 onwards : Patmore, Tennyson, Allingham—W oolner
goes for a while to Australia—Officials in the British Museum : Garnett
etc.—The Orme family—Miss Haydon and her connexions—Through
T%e Germ 1 know Serjeant Cox, who engages me as art-reviewer in T/
Critic—Am afterwards similarly engaged on T%e Spectator, November
1870—The editor, Rintoul—Thackeray and others—Literary notices in
Tke Critic—Meeting with Clough, Heraud, Marston, and others—
Early baldness (pp. 77-106)

IX. My Father’s Last Years—We move from Charlotte Street to
Atrlington Street, where my mother and Christina open a school—A fter-
wards my father and mother and Christina settle at Frome-Selwood,
Somerset, where another school is tried with little success—Death of
Polidori and his wife—Maria and I move into lodgings in Albany Street,
kept by R. P. Burcham—My position at Somerset House having im-
proved, the family reunites at No. 166 Albany Street—My father’s last
illness begins on 16 April 1854, and he dies on 26—Details from notes
taken at the time—His will and literary works (pp. 107-117)

X. Some Skaping of Mind and Character.—Divergences of religious
opinion in the Rossetti and Polidori families—1I early take a sceptical or
agnostic turn, and in politics a democratic turn—Churches which I
attended in boyhood—Feelings of my mother and sisters in religious
matters (pp. 118~129)
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X1, Some Artistic Acguaintances—William Bell Scott and his wife—
Through the Scotts I know the Epps family, Johannes Ronge, and others
—Madox Brown and his family-—Persons known to me through Brown :
Cave Thomas, Mark Anthony, John Marshall, and others— Alexander
Munro, Arthur Hughes, Walter Deverell, Charles Collins, G. P. Boyce,
Edward Lear, etc.—John L. Tupper and his family—Some of his poems
published in 1896 (pp. 130-162)

XIL. Some Literary Acquaintances—James Hannay and his associates
—William North—J. F. McLennan—The Howitts—Mzrs. Bodichon
—Charles B. Cayley—Ruskin and his connexions—Details as to my
relations with Ruskin (pp. 163-184)

XIIL. Theatrical and other Diversions.—No turn for athletics or sports
—Operas and theatres—I,ove of music thwarted by ignorance of the art
(22 185-191)

X1IV. Dante Rossetti and Elizabeth Siddal—Miss Siddal known to
Dante Rossetti through Deverell—She becomes engaged to Rossetti and
eventually marries him—Swinburne’s commendation of her—Six poems

by her inserted (pp. 192~200)

XV. Further Acquaintances: Burne-Jones, Morris, Swinburne, and
others.—Through Holman Hunt, on his return from the East, I know
various persons—Robert Martineau and Michael Halliday—Little Hol-
land House, tenanted by the Prinsep family and George F. Watts—Val
Prinsep and Mrs. Cameron—Watts and his paintings— Leighton, Richard
Doyle, Thackeray, and others—Burne-Jones’s first knowledge of Dante
Rossetti—His personality, and relative estimate of his paintings and
Rossetti’s—William Morris—Algernon Swinburne—His notes on pic-
tures, 1868, and anecdote relating thereto—The firm of Morris, Mar-
shall, Faulkner, & Co.—Spencer Stanhope and others—The Hogarth
Club and some of its members : Street, Alfred Hunt, etc.—The families
of Burne-Jones, Morris, and Swinburne {p 201-231)

XVI. Thke Brownings, Landor, Tennyson—Early readings by my
brother and myself of poems by Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning
—Browning’s manner and conversation—I meet the Brownings in Italy in
1860—William W. Story and Landor—Mrs. Browning’s admiration of
Napoleon IIT and belief in spiritualism—Browning’s disbelief and some
manifestations at Kirkup’s house—Landor and the flies—Mrs, Browning’s
appearance and manner—Her discussion with Madame Mario {White)—
Browning’s return to London and his social popularity—Tennyson—My
meetings with him at Little Holland House and at Faringford—Details
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of his talk etc.—Mrs. (Lady) Tennyson—Use of cork in influenza etc.
—Three anecdotes of Tennyson-—The memoir of him by his son
(2#- 232-259)
XVIL Some Personal and Gemeral Details.— My first matrimonial
engagement, 1856, and its rupture, 1860—Sir Walter and Lady Tre-
velyan, Miss Boyd, etc.—Captain Ruxton gets up an American exhibition
of British art, for which I act as secretary—W. J. Stillman and his
Autobiography—The Lushington family—Meetings in the chambers of
W. 8. W. Vaux—A visit to Bedlam (pp. 260~270)

XVIIL. Cheyne Walk and Endsleigh Gardens.—Dante Rossetti leaves
Chatham Place and settles in Cheyne Walk, 1862, with Meredith, Swin-
burne, and myself, as sub-tenants—He takes to collecting furniture and
articles of virtd—Becomes acquainted with Japanese colour-prints etc.
—1I buy various objects of this sort in London and Paris—Remarks
on the quality of Japanese art—Anecdote of an art-collector, Y. Z.—
Animals kept by Dante Rossetti: the wombat etc.—Meredith and
Swinburne in Cheyne Walk—OIld friends who frequented the house—
On leaving Albany Street, 1867, I remove with my mother and sisters
to Endsleigh Gardens (pg. 271~2935)
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