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T R A C T L

T H E
Juft Limitation of Slavery.

HE opinion of the lords Hardwick

and Talbot, which I laboured to

refute in my Tract agaioft Slavery in En-

gland (1), (printed in 1769,) has fince

been effectually fet afide by a clear deter-

mination, in the Court of King’s-Bench

(2), in favour of Yames Somerfett, a Ne-

gro, againft hisformer Mafter, C¥¥##¥%
Se¥kkak efg. in the year 1772.

B But

(1) A Reprefentation of the Injuftice and dangerous
Tendency of tolerating Slavery in England.

(z) See Appendix.
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But it is not enough, that the Laws of
England exclude Slavery merely from this
ifland, whilft the grand Enemy of man-
kind triumphs in a toleration, zbroughout
our Colpnies, of the moft monftrous gp-
preffion to which human nature can be
{ubjected!

And yet this abominable wickednefs
has not wanted advocates, who, in a va-
riety of late publications, have attempted
to palliate the guilt, and have even ven-
tured to appeal to Scripture for the fup-
port of their uncharitable pretenfions:
fo that I am laid under a double obliga-
tion to anfwer them, becaufe it is not the
caufe of Liberty alone for which I now
contend, but for that which I have ftill
much more at heart, the honour of the
holy Scriptures, the principles of which
are entirely oppofite to the felfith and

uncharitable
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[ 3 ]

uncharitable pretenfions of our American
Slaveholders and African Traders.

A late anonymous writer, who calls
himfelf « An African Mercbant,” re-
marks, that,—¢ By the Law of Mofes,
“ the Ifraelites might purchafe Slaves
“ from the Heathens, and even their
“ own people might become Slaves to
“ their brethren.” A Treatife on the
Trade from Great-Britain to Africa, &e.
byan African Mercbant., P. 8 and g.

Now, with refpect to the firft part of
his obfervation, it is true, indeed, that
the Ifraclites were expreflly permitted to
keep Bond-Servants, or Slaves, ¢ of the
““ Heathen, (or, more properly, of the
¢ Nations i) that were round about”
them, and of ‘¢ the children of the ftran-
« gers that fojourned among” them.
(Levit, xxv. 44 to 46.) But we mutt re-
member, that thefe Heagthen, or ¢ Na-

B2 ¢ tions
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< tions that were round about them,” were
an abandoned race of people, already
Slaves and worfbippers of devils, and by
them led to debafe buman nature, and
to pollute themfelves with the moft un-
natural and abominable vices: ‘¢ Forin
< all thefe,” (faid the Almighty,) * the
¢ nations are defiled which I caft out
¢ before you: and the Land is defiled ;
« THEREFORE I do vifit the iniquity
<t thereof upon it, and the land itfelf vo-
¢ miteth out herinhabirants,” &, Again;
“ For all thefe abominations have
¢ the men of the land done which
¢ were before you, and the land is defi-
¢ led,” &¢. SeeLevit. xvili. Andthe
 children of the firangers,” abovemen-
tioned, were (probably) alfo of the fame
deteftable nations of Paleftine, the Amo-
rites, Canaanites, &c. which were ex-
preflly doomed to deftrucion (3), and

that

(3) ¢ Obferve thou that which I command thee
s¢ thisday : behold, I drive out before thee the Amo-
¢ rite,
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[ 51
that by the hand of the Hraelites, who
were sommanded to fhew them no pity (4).

Bot no doétrine muft be drawn from
thefe commands to execute God's vengeance
upon the faid wicked firangers, without
confidering, at the fame time, zbat very
contrary treatment of firangers which was
¢gually enjoined in the Law: for the
Iraelites were pofitively commanded not
to wex or epprefs a Stranger. * Thou

“ Jfhalt

* rite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the
¢¢ Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebufite. Take
¢ heed to thyfelf, left thou make a covenant with the
¢ inhabitants of the land whither thou gaeft, left it be
s¢ for a fnare in the midft of thee,” &5e. Exod. xxxiv.
11and 12,

(4) *¢ Andthou fhalt confume all the people which
#¢ the Lord thy God fhall deliver thee : thine eye {hall
* have o pity upem them,”’ {Fe. Deut:vii. 16. < The
¢ Lord thy God will put out thofe nations by little and
¢« little,” &e. ¢ The Lord thy God fhall deliver
#¢ them anto thee, and fhall deftiroy them with a migh.
¢ ty deftruiion until they be deftroyed. And he fhail
¢¢ deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou fhale
¢ deflroy their name from under heaven: there fhall
*¢ no man be able to ftand before thee until thou have
¢ deftroyed them.” Deat. vii. 23 and 24.
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¢ fhalt love bim as thyfelf,” faid Mofes,
by the exprefs command of God. * Ifa
¢« Stranger fojourn with thee in your
« land, ye fhall not wvex” (or opprefs)
“ him. Butzhe Stranger that dwelleth
¢ with you fhall be unto you as one born
¢ among you, and thou fhalt love bim as
« thyfelf : for ye were Strangers in the
« land of Egypt.” Levit. xix. 33. 34.
And again: *¢ The Lord your God is
“ God of godsand Lord of lords, a great
* God, a mighty and a terrible, which
« regardeth not perfons nor taketh reward:
¢ he doth execute the judgement of the
« fatherlefs and widow, and loveth the
<« Stranger, in giving him food and rai-
¢ ment. Love ye, therefore, the Stran-
s« ger 3 for ye were Strangers in the land
« of Egypt.” Deut.x. 17to 19. In all
thefe paflages, and many others, the If-
raclites were reminded of their Bondage
in Egypt : for fo the almighty Deli-
werer from Slavery warned his people

to
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to /imit and moderate the bondage, which
the Law permitted, by the remembrance
of their own former bondage in a foreiga
land, and by a remembrance alfo of his
great mercy in delivering them from that
bondage: and he exprefily referred them
to their own feelings, as they themfelves
had experienced the intolerable yoke of
Egyptian Tyranny! ¢ Thou (halt not
S opprefs a Stranger; for ye know the
« heart of a flranger, fecing ye were
“ firangersin the land of Egypt.” Exod.
xxii. 9. And again: ¢ Thou fhalt
“ remember that thou walt @ Bond-man
“ in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy
¢ God redeemedthee:” Deut, xv. 135,

We muft, therefore, neceffarily con-
clude, when thefe very oppofite com-
mands are confidered, that the Hearben,
or nations that were ¢ ROUND ABovuT,”
or in the environs of the promifed land,
and alfo the children of the firangers, that

dwelt
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dwelt among them, mentioned at the
fame time, whom the Ifraelites were per-
mitted to retain 7z perpetual bondage,
were not intended to be included and
ranked under that general denomination
of Strangers, to whom fo much real 4f-
Section, benevolence, and confideration, are
ftrictly commanded, in the texts to
which I have juft now referred. And,
confequently, it muft be allowed, that
the particular nations, (the feven nations
of Paleftine, fee Deut. vii. 1.) which
were expreflly devoted to deftrution,
were the only Strangers whom the Jews
were permitted to hold in abfelute Slavery;
fo that the wicked practice of enflaving
the pcor African Negroes would have
been as unlawful, under the Jewith
Difpenfation, as it certainly is, now
a-days, to Englithmen, and other fub-
je&s of Great-Britain, that profefs zbe
Chriftian Religion; in whofe confideration,
ALL STRANGERS, from every

other
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other part of the world, are, without
doubt, entitled to be ranked, efteemed,
and beloved, as brethren, which 1 have
elfewhere particularly demonftrated; and
which even the law of Mofes exprefily
commanded : — ** But the flranger, that
““ dwelleth with you, fhall be unto you as
“ one born among you, and THOU
“ SHALT LOVE HIM AS THY-
“ SELF ; for ye were firangers in the
“ land of Egypt: Iam the Lord your
“ God.” Levit. xix. 33 and 34.

This excellent fyftem of benevolence to
JSirangers, which the Ifraelites were {o
firi¢ly enjoined to obferve, cannot, I ap«
prehend, be otherwife reconciled with the
permiffion to the Ifraelites of retaining in
perpetual bondage ke beathen that were
round about them, and the children of zhbe
Sirangers that fojourned among them:
for, if this permiffion were to be ex-
tended to flrangers in general, it would

C fubvert
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fubvert the exprefs command concerning
brotherly.love due to flrangers; becaufe a
man cannot be faid o ove the firanger as
bimfelf if he holds tbe firanger and his pro-
geny in a perpetual snvoluntary fervitude.
The obfervation therefore of the African
Merchant, that ““ THE ISRAELITES might
< purchafe Slaves from the beathens,” will
by no means juftify the enflaving of mo-
dern beathens, by Englifbmen, or by any
other nation now fubfifting. The Ifracl-
ites, at that time, might not only purchafe
Slaves of thofe particular heathen nations,
but they might alfo drive out thefe bea-
thern; (I mean, thefe which were particu-
larly named;) nay, even £://(5) and ex-
tirpate them, and fake poffeffion of their ci-
ties, boufes, and lands.  All thefe alls of
violence might the lfraelites do without fin,
though the like would juftly be efteemed
murder

(5) ¢ But of the cities of thefe people, which the
¢ Lord thy God doth give thee for an inheritance,

¢ thou fhalr fave alive nothing that breatheth.”” Dout.
XX, 16.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060158
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781108060158: 


