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TO THE

RIGHT HONODURABLE

WILLIAM CHARLES COLYEAR,
EARL or PORTMORE,
VISCOUNT MILSINTOWN.

My Lorp,
T HE dignity of the fubje& of this little

Treatife, not any perfuafion of its merits as
a literary compofition, encourages me to offer
it to your Lordthip’s patronage. The caufe
of freedom has always been found fufficient,
in every age and country, to attract the no-
tice of the generous and humane; and it is
therefore, in a more peculiar manner, worthy
of the attention and favour of a perfonage,
who holds a diftinguifhed rank in that illuf-
trious ifland, the very air of which has been
determined, upon a late inveftigation of its
laws, to be an antidote againft flavery. I
feel a fatisfattion in the opportunity, which
the publication of this treatife affords me, of
acknowledging your Lordfhip’s civilities,
which can only be equalled by the refpect,
with which T am,
Your Lordfhip’s
much obliged,
and obedient fervant,
THOMAS CLARKSON.
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T HE

P R E F A C E

S the fubject of the following work

has fortunately become of late a to-
pick of converfation, I cannot begin the
preface in 2 manner more fatisfattory to
the feelings of the benevolent reader, than
by giving an account of thofe humane and
worthy perfons, who have endeavoured to
draw upon it that thare of the publick at-
tention which it has obtained.

Among the well difpofed individuals, of
different nations and ages, who have hu-
manely exerted themfelves to fupprefs the
abject perfonal {lavery, introduced in the ori-
ginal cultivation of the European colonies in
the weftern world, Bartbholomew de las Cafas,
the pious bithop of Chigpa, in the fifteenth
century, feems to have been the firft. This
amiable man, during his refidence in Spanifh
America, was {o {enfibly affected at the treat-
ment which the miferable Indians under-
went, that he returned to Spasnz, to make a

a3 publick
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vi P R EVF A CE.

publick remonftrance before the celebrated
emperor Charles the fifth, declaring, that
heaven would one day call him to an account
for thofe cruelties, which he then had it in
his power to prevent. 'The fpeech which he
made on the occafion, is now extant, andis a
moft perfe& piture of benevolence and piety.

But his intreaties, by the oppofition of ava-
rice, were rendered ineffe¢tual: and I do not
find by any books which I have read upon the
fubject, that any other perfon interfered till
the laft century, when Morgan Godwyn, a
Britifh clergyman, diftinguifhed himfelf in
the caufe.

The prefent age has alfo produced fome
zealous and able oppofers of the colonial {la-
very. For about the middle of the prefent
century, Fobn Woolman and Anthony Benezet,
two refpectable members of the religious
fociety called Quakers, devoted much of
their time to the fubje¢t. The former tra-
velled through moft parts of Norzh America
on foot, to hold converfations with the mem-
bers of his own fe&, on the impiety of re-
taining thofe in a ftate of involuntary fervi-
tude, who had never given them offence.
The latter kept a free fchool at Philadelphia,

for
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P R EF A C E. vii

for the education of black people. He took
every opportunity of pleading in their be-
half. He publifthed feveral treatifes againft
flavery,* and gave an hearty proof of his
attachment to the caufe, by leaving the whole
of his fortune in fupport of that fchool,
to which he had fo generoufly devoted his
time and attention when alive,

Till this time it does not appear, that any
bodies of men had collectively interefted
themfelves in endeavouring to remedy the
evil. But in the year 1754, the religious
fociety, called Quakers, publickly teftified
their fentiments upon the fubjed, || declaring,
that ¢ to live in eafe and plenty by the toil
«« of thofe, whom fraud and violence had
¢ put into their power, was neither confift-
¢ ent with Chriftianity nor common juftice.”

Imprefled with thefe fentiments, many of
this fociety immediately liberated their flaves;
and though fuch a meafure appeared ta be

* A Defcription of Guinea, with an Inquiry into the Rife
and Progrefs of the Slave Trade, &ec. A Caution to Great
Britain and her Colonies, in a fhort Reprefentation of the
calamitous State of the enflaved Negroes in the Britith Domi-
nions. Refides feveral fmaller pieces.

[| Theyhad cenfured the dfrican Trade in the year 1727, but

but had taken no publick notice of the colomial flavery till this
time,

a4 attended
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viii P REF A C E.

attended with confiderable lofs to the bene«
volent individuals, who unconditionally pre-
fented them with their freedom, yet they
adopted it with pleafure : nobly confidering,
that to poflefs a little, in an honourable way,
was better than to poffefs much, through the
medium of injuftice. Their example was
gradually followed by the reft. A general
emancipation of the flaves in the pofleffion of
Quakers, at length took place; and fo
effeCtually did they ferve the caufe which
they had undertaken, that they denied the
claim of memberthip in their religious com-
munity, to all fuch as thould hereafter op-
pofe the fuggeftions of juftice in this parti-
cular, either by retaining flaves in their pof-
feffion, or by being in any manner concerned
in the flave trade: and it is a fa&, that
through the vaft tra¢t of North America,
there is not at this day a fingle flave in the
pofleflion of an acknowledged Quaker.

But though this meafure appeared, as has
been obferved before, to be attended with
confiderable lofs to the benevolent indivi-
duals who adopted it, yet, as virtue feldom
fails of obtaining its reward, it became ul-
timately beneficial.  Moft of the flaves, who

were
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were thus unconditionally freed, returned
without any folicitation to their former
mafters, to ferve them, at ftated wages, as
free men. The work, which they now did,
was found to be better done than before. It
was found alfo, that a greater quantity was
done in the fame time. Hence lefs than
the former number of labourers was {uffi-
cient. From thefe, and a variety of other
circumftances, it appeared, that their plan-
tations were confiderably more profitable,
when worked by free men, than when work-
ed, as before, by flaves; and that they de-
rived therefore, contrary to their expeta-
tions, a confiderable advantage from their be-
nevolence.

Animated by the example of the Quakers,
the members of other fects began to deliberate
about adopting the fame meafure. Some of
thofe of the church of England, of the Roman
Catholicks, and of the Prefbyterians and Inde-
pendants, freed their flaves; and there hap-
pened but one inftance, where the matter was
debated, where it was not immediately put
in force. This was in Pennfylvania. It
was agitated in the fynod of the Prefbyte-

rians
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rians there, to oblige their members to liberate
their flaves. The queftion was negatived by a
majority of but one perfon ; and this oppofi-
tion feemed to arife rather from a diflike to the
attempt of forcing fuch a meafure upon the
members of that community, than from any
other confideration. I have the pleafure of
being credibly informed, that the manumif-
fion of flaves, or the employment of free men
in the plantations, is now daily gaining
ground in North America. Should flavery
be abolifhed there, (and it is an event, which,
from thefe circumftances, we may reafon-
ably expec to be produced in time) let it
be remembered, that the Quakers will have
had the merit of its abolition.

Nor have their brethren here been lefs
afliduous in the caufe. As there are hap-
pily no flaves in this country, fo they have
not had the fame opportunity of fhewing
their benevolence by a general emancipation.
They have not however omitted to thew it
as far as they have been able. At their reli-
gious meetings they have regularly inquired
if any of their members are concerned in
the iniquitous African trade. They hLave

appointed
*
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appointed a committee for obtaining every
kind of information on the fubje&, with a
view to its fuppreflion, and, about three
or four years ago, petitioned parliament on
the occafion for their interference and fup-
port. Iam forry to add, that their benevo-
lent application was ineffectual, and that
the reformation of an evil, producive of
confequences equally impolitick and im-
moral, and generally acknowledged to have
long difgraced our national charalter, is yet
left to the unfupported efforts of piety
morality and juftice, againft intereft vio-
lence and oppreflion; and thefe, I bluth
to acknowledge, too ftrongly countenanced
by the legiflative authority of a country,
the bafis of whofe government is /lberty.
Nothing can be more clearly thewn,
than that an inexhauftible mine of wealth
is negle@ted in Africa, for the profecution
of this impious traffick; that, if proper
meafures were taken, the revenue of this
country might be greatly improved, 1S na-
val ftrength increafed, its colonies in a more
flourifhing fituation, the planters richer, and
2 trade, which is now a fcene of blood and
defolation,
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defolation, converted into one, which might
be profecuted with advantage and honour.

Such have been the exertions of the Qua-
kers in the caufe of humanity and virtue.
They are ftill profecuting, as far as they
are able, their benevolent defign; and I
fhould ftop here and praife them for thus
continuing their humane endeavours, but
that I conceive it to be unneceflary. They
are a&ting confiftently with the principles of
religion. They will find a reward in their
own confciences ; and they will receive more
real pleafure from a fingle refleCtion on their
condu&, than they can poflibly experience
from the praifes of an hoft of writers.

In giving this thort account of thofe hu-
mane and worthy perfons, who have endea-
voured to reftore to their fellow creatures
the rights of nature, of which they had
been unjuftly deprived, I fthould feel myfelf
unjuft, were I to omit two zealous oppo-
fers of the colonial tyranny, confpicuous at
the prefent day.

The firft is Mr. Granville Sharp. This
Gentleman has particularly diftinguifhed
himfelf in the caufe of freedom. It is a

notorious
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notorious fa&, that, but a few years fince,
many of the unfortunate black people, who
had been brought from the colonies into
this country, were fold in the metropolis to
merchants and others, when their mafters
had no farther occafion for their fervices;
though it was always underftood that every
perfon was free, as foon as he landed on
the Britifh fthore. In confequence of this
notion, thefe unfortunate black people,
refufed to go to the new mafters, to
whom they were configned. They were
however feized, and forcibly conveyed,
under cover of the night, to fhips then
lying in the Thames, to be retranfported to
the colonies, and to be delivered again to
the planters as merchantable goods. The
humane Mr. Sharpe, was the means of
putting a flop to this iniquitous traffick.
Whenever he gained information of people
in fuch a fituation, he caufed them to be
brought on fhore. At a confiderable ex-
pence he undertook their caufe, and was in-
ftrumental in obtaining the famous decree
in the cafe of Somerfett, that as foon as any
perfon whatever fet his foot in this country,

he
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he came under the prote@ion of the Britifl
laws, and was confequently free. Nor did he
interfere lefs honourably in that cruel and dif-
graceful cafe, in the fummer of the year 1781,
when an bundred and thirty two negroes, in
their paffage to the colonies, were thrown into
the fea alive, to defraud the underwriters ; but
his pious endeavours were by no means attend-
ed with the {fame fuccefs. To enumerate his
many laudable endeavours in theextirpation of
tyranny and oppreffion, would be to fwell
the preface into a volume: fuffice it to fay,
that he has written feveral books on the
{ubje&, and one particularly, which he dif~
tinguifhes by the title of ¢ A Limstation of
«« flavery.”

The fecond is the Rev. Fames Ramfay.
This gentleman refided for many years in
the Weft-Indies, in the clerical office. He
perufed all the colonial codes of law, with
a view to find if there were any favourable
claufes, by which the grievances of flaves
could be redrefled ; but he was feverely dif-
appointed in his purfuits. He publithed a
treatife, fince his return to England, called
An Effay on the Treatment and Converfion of

African
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African Slaves in the Britifb Sugar Colonies,
which I recommend to the perufal of the
humane reader. This work reflects great
praife upon the author, fince, in order to be
of fervice to this fingularly opprefled part of
the human fpecies, he compiled it at the ex-
pence of forfeiting that friendfhip, which
he had contrated with many in thofe parts,
during a feries of years, and at the hazard,
as I am credibly informed, of fuffering much
in his private property, as well as of fubject-
ing himfelf to the ill will and perfecution
of numerous individuals.

This Effay on the Treatment and Conver-
Joon of African Slaves, contains {o many
important truths on the colonial flavery,
and has come fo home to the planters,
(being written by a perfon who has a tho-
rough knowledge of the f{ubject) as to have
occafioned a confiderable alarm. Within the
laft eight months, two publications have
exprefsly appeared againft it. One of them
is intitled ‘¢ Curfory Remarks on Mr. Ram-
¢ fay’s Effay ;” the other an ‘¢ Apology for
¢ Negroe Slavery.” On each of thefe I am

bound,
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bound, as writing on the {ubje®, to make 2
few remarks.

The curfory remarfker infinuates, that Mr.
Ramfay’s account of the treatment is great-
ly exaggerated, if not wholly falfe. To
this I fhall make the following reply. I
have the honour of knowing feveral difinte-
refted gentlemen, who have been acquainted
with the Weft Indian iflands for years. 1
call them difinterefted, becaufe they have
neither had a concern in the African trade,
nor in the colonial flavery : and I have heard
thefe unanimoufly affert, that Mr. Ram/ay’s
account is fo far from being exaggerated,
or taken from the moft dreary pictures that
he could find, that it is abfolutely below the
truth; that he muft have omitted many
inftances of cruelty, which he had feen him-
felf ; and that they only wondered, how he
could have written with {fo much moderation
upon the fubje. They allow the Cur/fory
Remarks to be excellent as a compofition,
but declare that it is perfectly devoid of truth.

But the curfory remarker does not de-

end fo much on the circumftances which
he has advanced, (nor can he, fince they
have

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108060141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06014-1 - An Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species
Thomas Clarkson

Frontmatter

More information

P R E F A C E. xXvil

have no other exiftence than in his own
brain) as on the inftrument detradtion.
This he has ufed with the utmoft virulence
through the whole of his publication, art-
fully fuppofing, that if he could bring Mr.
Ramfay’s reputation into difpute, his work
would fall of courfe, as of no authenticity.
I fubmit this fimple queftion to the reader.
When a writer, in attempting to filence a
publication, attacks the charater of its au-
thor, rather than the principles of the work
itfelf, is it not a proof that the work it~
felf is unqueftionable, and that this writer
is at a lofs to find an argument againft
it?

But there is fomething fo very ungene-
rous in this mode of replication, as to re«
quire farther notice. For if this is the
mode to be adopted in literary difputes,

what writer can be fafe? Or who is there,
that will not be deterred from taking up his

pen in the caufe of virtue? There are cir-
cumitances in every perfon’s life, which, if
given to the publick in a malevolent man-
ner, and without explanation, might effen-

tially injure him in the eyes of the world;
b though,
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though, were they explained, they would
be even reputable. The curfory remarker
has adopted this method of difpute; but
Mr. Ramfay has explained himfelf to the
fatisfaction of all parties, and has refuted him
in every point. The name of this curfory
remarker is Tobin: a name, which I feel
myfelf obliged to hand down with detefta-
tion, as far as I am able; and with an hint
to future writers, that they will do them-
felves more credit, and ferve more effeCtually
the caufe which they undertake, if on fuch
occafions they attack the work, rather than
the chara&er of the writer, who affords them
a fubje& for their lucubrations.

Nor is this the only circumftance, which
induces me to take fuch particular notice of
the Curfory Remarks. 1 feel it incumbent
upon me to refcue an injured perfon from
the cruel afperfions that have been thrown
upon him, as I have been repeatedly in-
formed by thofe, who have the pleafure of
his acquaintance, that his chara@er is irre-
proachable. I am alfo interefted myfelf.
For if fuch detraction is paffed over in
filence, my own reputation, and not my

work,
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P R EF A C E. xix

work, may be attacked by an anonymous
hireling in the caufe of flavery.

‘The Apology for Negroe Slavery is almoft
too defpicable a compofition to merit a re-
ply. 1 have only therefore to obferve, (asis
frequently the cafe in a bad caufe, or where
writers do not confine themfelves to truth)
that the work refutes itfelf. This writer,
fpeaking of the flave-trade, afferts, that peo-
ple are never kidnapped on the coaft of Af-
rica. In fpeaking of the treatment of {laves,
he afferts again, that it is of the very mildeft
nature, and that they live in the moft com-
fortable and happy manner imaginable. To
prove each of his affertions, he propofes the
following regulations. That the fealing of
flaves from Africa thould be felony. That
the premeditated murder of aflave by any per~
fon on board, thould come under the fame de-
nomination. That when flaves arrive in the
colonies, lands thould be allotted for their pro-
vifions, iz proportion to their number, or com-
miflioners thould fee that a fuficient quan-
tity of found wholefome provifions is pur-
chafed. That they fhould not work on
Sundays and other holy-days. That extra

b 2 labour,
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labour, or night-work, out of crop, thould
be prohibited. That a lmited number of
ftripes thould be infli¢ted upon them. That
they fhould have annually a fuit of clothes.
That old infirm flaves thould be properly
cared jfor, &c. ——Now it can hardly be con-
ceived, that if this author had tried to injure
his caufe, or contradi&t himfelf, he could not
have done it in a more effetual manner, than
by this propofal of thefe falutary regulations.
For to fay that flaves are honourably obtained
on the coaft; to fay that their treatment is of
the mildeft nature, and yet to propofe the
above-mentioned regulations as neceflary, is
to refute himfelf more clearly, than I con-
fefs myfelf to be able to do it: and I
have only to requeft, that the regulations
propofed by this writer, in the defence of
flavery, may be confidered as {fo many proofs
of the affertions contained in my own work.
I fhall clofe my account with an obferva-
tion, which is of great importance in the
prefent cafe.  Of all the publications in fa-
vour of the flave-trade, or the fubfequent
flavery in the colonies, there is not one,
which
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P R E F A C E. xX1

which has not been written, ecither by a
chaplain to the African faltories, or by a
merchant, or by a planter, or by a perfon
whofe intereft has been connefted in the
caufe which he has taken upon him to de-
fend. Of this defcription are Mr. Tobin, and
the Apologiff for Negroe Slavery. While
on the other hand thofée, who have had as
competent a knowledge of the fubject, but
not the fame intereft as themfelves, have una-
nimoufly condemned it ; and many of them
have written their fentiments upon it, at
the hazard of creating an innumerable hoft
of enemies, and of being fubjected to the
moft malignant oppofition. Now, which of
thefe are we to believe on *he occafion ?
Are we to believe thofe, who are parties
concerned, who are interefted in the prac-
tice P—But the queftion does not admit of a
difpute.

Concerning my awn work, it feems pro-
per to obferve, that when the original
Latin Differtation, as the title page ex-
prefles, was honoured by the Univerfity
of Cambridge with the firft of their an-
nual prizes for the year 1785, I was wait-

b 3 ed
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ed upon by fome gentlemen of refpectability
and confequence, who requefted me to pub-
lithitin Englith. The only objetion which
occurred to me was this; that having been
prevented, by an attention to other ftudies,
from obtaining that critical knowledge of
my own language, which was neceflary for
an Englith compofition, 1 was fearful of ap-
pearing before the publick eye: but that, as
they flattered me with the hope, that the pub-
lication of it might be of ufe, I would certain-
ly engage to publifh it, if they would allow me
to poftpone it for a little time, till I was more
in the habit of writing. They replied, that
as the publick attention was now excited to
the cafe of the unfortunate Africans, it would
be ferving the caufe with double the effec; if
it were to be publifhed within a few months.
This argument prevailed. Nothing but
this circumftance could have induced me
to offer an Englifh compofition to the infpec-
tion of an hoft of criticks : and I truft there-
fore that this circumftance will plead much
with the benevolent reader, in favour of
thofe faults, which he may find in the pre-
fent work.

Having
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PR EVF A CE. xxii
Having thus promifed to publifh it, I

was for fome time doubtful from which
of the copies to tranflate. There were two,
the original, and an abridgement. The
latter (as thefe academical compofitions are
generally of a certain length) was that which
was fent down to Cambridge, and honoured.
with the prize. I was determined however,
upon confulting with my friends, to tran-
flate from the former. This has been faith-
fully done with but few * additions. The
reader will probably perceive the Latin idiom,
in feveral paffages of the work, though I have
endeavoured, as far as I have been able, to
avoid it. And I am fo fenfible of the difad-
vantages under which it muft yet lie, as a
tranflation, that I with I had written upon the
{ubje&, without any reference at all to the
original copy.

It will perhaps be afked, from what au-
thority I have colle&ted thofe facts, which

The inftance of the Dusch colonifts at the Cape, in the
firft part of the Effay ; the defcription of an African battle,
in the {econd ; and the poetry of a negroe girl in the third,
are the only confiderable additions that have been made.

b 4 elate
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relate to the colonial flavery. I reply, that I
have had the means of the very beft of infor-
mation on the fubjet ; having the pleafure of
being acquainted with many, both in the naval
and military departments, as well as with
feveral others, who have been long acquaint-
ed with America and the Wefi-Indian flands.
The facts therefore which I have related,
are compiled from the difinterefted accounts
of thefe gentlemen, all of whom, I have the
happinefs to fay, have coincided, in the mi-
nuteft manner, in their defcriptions. It muft
be remarked too, that they were compiled,
not from what thefe gentlemen heard, while
they were refident in thofe parts, but from
what they actually faw. Nor has a fingle
inftance been taken from any book whatever
upon the fubje&, except that which is men-
tioned in the 23sth page; and this book
was publithed in France, in the year 1777,
by authority.

I have now the pleafure to fay, that the
accounts of thefe difinterefted gentlemen,
whom I confulted on the occafion, are con-
firmed by all the books which I have ever
perufed upon {lavery, except thofe which

have
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have been written by merchants, planters, &e.
"They are confirmed by Sir Hans Slane’s Voy-
age to Barbadoes ; Griffizh Hughes's Hiftory
of the fame ifland, printed 1750; an Aca
count of North America, by Thomas Fefferies,
1761 ; all Benezer's works, &c. &c. and par-
ticularly by Mr. Ram/ay’s Effay on the T'reat-
ment and Converfion of the African Slaves
in the Britifh Sugar Colonies ; a work which
is now firmly eftablithed ; and, I may add,
in a very extraordinary manner, in confe-
quence of the controverfy which this gen-
tleman has fuftained with the Curfory Re-
marker, by which feveral faGs which were
mentioned in the original copy of my own
work, before the controverfy began, and
which had never appeared in any work upon
the fubje®, have been brought to light.
Nor has it received lefs {fupport from a let-
ter, publithed only laft week, from Capt.
J. S. Smith, of the Royal Navy, to the
Rev. Mr. Hill; on the former of whom
too high encomiums cannot be beftowed,
for ftanding forth in that noble and difinte-
refted manner, in behalf of an injured cha-
radter,

I have
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I have now only to folicit the reader again,
that he will make a favourable allowance
for the prefent work, not only from thofe
circumftances which I have mentioned, but
from the confideration, that only two months
are allowed by the Univerfity for thefe their
annual compofitions. Should he however
be unpropitious to my requeft, I muft con-
fole myfelf with the refletion, (a reflection
that will always afford me pleafure, even
amidft the cenfures of the great,) that by
undertaking the caufe of the unfortunate 4y~
ricans, I have undertaken, as far as my abi-
lities would permit, the caufe of injured
innocence.

London, June 1ft 1786.
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