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SLAvERY and COMMERCE

OF THE

HUMAN SPECIES.

In THREE PARTS.

P A RT L
Tue HISTORY or SLAVERY.

C H AP 1L

H E N civilized, as well as bar-

barous nations, have been found,
through a long fucceffion of ages, uniform-
ly to concur in the fame cuftoms, there
feems to arife a prefumption, that fuch cuf-
toms are not only eminently ufeful, but
A are
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2 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

are founded alfo on the principles of juftice.
Such is the cafe with refpe@ to Slavery: it
has had the concurrence of all the nations,
which hiftory has recorded, and the repeat-
ed practice of ages from the remoteft anti-
quity, in its favour. Here then is an argu-
ment, deduced from the general confent and
argreement of mankind, in favour of the pro-
pofed fubject: but alas! when we refle&
that the people, thus reduced to a ftate of
fervitude, have had the fame feelings with
ourfelves; when we reflet that they have
had the fame propenfities to pleafure, and
the fame averfions from pain ; another argu-
ment feems immediately to arife in oppofi-
tion to the former, deduced from our own
feelings and that divine {ympathy, which
nature has implanted in our breafts, for the
moft ufeful and generous of purpofes. To
afcertain the truth therefore, where two fuch
oppofite fources of argument occur ; where
the force of cuftom pleads ftrongly on the
one hand, and the feelings of humanity on
the other; is 2 matter of much importance,
as the dignity of human nature is concerned,
and the rights and liberties of mankind will
be involved in its difcuffion.

It
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or THE Human Srecizs. 3

It will be neceffary, before this point can
be determined, to confult the Hiftory of
Slavery, and to lay before the reader, in as
concife a manner as poflible, a general view
of it from its earlieft appearance to the pre-
fent day.

The firft, whom we fhall mention here
to have been reduced to a ftate of fervitude,
may be comprehended in that clafs, which
is ufually denominated the Mercemary. It
confifted of free-born citizens, who, from
the various contingencies of fortune, had
become fo poor, as to have recourfe for
their fupport to the fervice of the rich. Of
this kind were thofe, both among the Egyp-
tians and the Jews, who are recorded in
the * facred writings. + The Grecian Thezes
alfo were of this defcription, as well as
thofe among the Romans, from whom the

* Genefis, Ch. 47. Leviticus xxv. v. 39, 40.
t+ The Thetes appear very early in the Grecian Hiftory.
G Tives alre

X&eor Exor] Ba'ung ebaiefor; i éof av 1€

Olizes T¢ Spwes 7¢; Od. Homer. A. 642. They were
afterwards fo much in ufe, that < Mugios dMi7s dredida]o
¢ wdulss, wse Feacviir ket cuyfeagny,” till Solon fuppreffed
the cuftom in Athens.

A2 clafs
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4 OxN THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

clafs receives its appellation, the || Mer-
cenarii.

We may obferve of the above-mentioned,
that their fituation was in many inftances
fimilar to that of our own fervants. There
was an exprefs contract between the parties :
they could, moft of them, demand their
difcharge, if they were ill ufed by their re-
fpetive mafters; and they were treated
therefore with more humanity than thofe,
whom we ufually diftinguith in our lan-
guage by the appellation of Slaves.

As this clafs of fervants was compofed of
men, who had been reduced to fuch a fitua-
tion by the contingencies of fortune, and
not by their own mifconduct; fo there was
another among the ancients, compofed en-
tirely of thofe, who had fuffered the lofs of
liberty from their own imprudence. To
this clafs may be reduced the Grecian Pro~

Il The mention of thefe is frequent among the claffics ; they
were called in general mercenarii, from the circumftances of
their bire, as ¢¢ quibus, non mal precipiunt, qui ita jubent
““ utl, ut mercenariis, operam exigendam, jufta preebenda.
¢ Cicero de off.>” But they are fometimes mentioned in the
law books by the name of /ideri, from the circumftances of
their birth, to diftinguith them from the aliewi, or foreigners,
as JuRinian, D. 7. 8. 4.—Id. 21, 1. 25, &c. &c. &c.

digals,
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oF THE HuMAN SPECIES. 8

digals, who were detained in the fervice of
their creditors, till the fruits of their la-
bour were equivalent to their debts; the
delinquents, who were fentenced to the oar;
and the German entbufiafls, as mentioned by
Tacitus, who were fo immoderately charm-
ed with gaming, as, when every thing elfe
was gone, to have ftaked their liberty and
their very felves. ¢ The lofer,” f{ays he,
¢ goes into a voluntary fervitude, and though
¢¢ younger and f{tronger than the perfon with
¢ whom he played, patiently fuffers him-
*¢ {elf to be bound and fold. Their perfe-
¢ verance in {fo bad a cuftom is {ftiled ho-
¢ nour, 'The flaves, thus obtained, are im-
‘¢ mediately exchanged away in commerce,
¢¢ that the winner may get rid of the fcan-
¢¢ dal of his viGtory.”

To enumerate other inftances, would be
unneceffary : it will be fufficient to obferve,
that the fervants of this clafs were in a
far more wretched fituation, than thofe of
the former; their drudgery was more in-
tenfe ; their treatment mare fevere; and
there was no retreat at pleafure, from the
frowns and lathes of their defpotick mafters.

A3 Having
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6 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

Having premifed this, we may now pro-
ceed to a general divifion of flavery, into
voluntary and involuntary. 'The wvoluntary
will comprehend the two claffes, which we
have already mentioned; for, in the firft
inftance, there was a contrad?, founded on
confent ; and, in the fecond, there was a
choice of engaging or not in thofe practices,
the known confequences of which were
fervitude. The znvoluntary, on the other
hand, will comprehend thofe, who were
forced, without any fuch condition or choce,
into a fituation, which as it tended to de-
grade a part of the human fpecies, and to
clafs it with the brutal, muft have been, of
all human fituations, the moft wretched and
infupportable. ‘Thefe are they, whom we
fhall confider folely in the prefent work.
We fhall therefore take our leave of the
former, as they were mentioned only, that
we might ftate the queftion with greater
accuracy, and be the better enabled to re-
duce it to its proper limits.

CHAP.
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or THE HumaN SpEcies. 7

C H A P. IL

The firlt that will be mentioned, of the
imvoluntary, were prifoners of war.¥* < It
‘“ was a law, eftablithed from time imme-
“ morial among the nations of antiquity, to
‘¢ oblige thofe to undergo the feverities of
¢ fervitude, whom victory had thrown into
¢ their hands.” Conformably with this,
we find all the Eaftern nations unanimous
in the practice. The fame cuftom prevailed
among the people of the Weft; for as the
Helots became the flaves of the Spartans,
from the right of conqueft only, fo prifo-
ners of war were reduced to the fame fitua-
tion by the reft of the inhabitants of Greece.
By the fame principles that actuated thefe,
were the Romans alfo influenced. Their
Hiftory will confirm the fact : for how many
cities are recorded to have been taken; how
many armies to have been vanquithed in
the field, and the wretched furvivors, in
both inftances, to have been doomed to fer-

* < NuGr by wacty  Avpamas didibs b, S7ay morzudyap
¢ wbhis dad, TEY Enivley das xy Td Saudla TOY & T wiAels
“ 7 Xgr't(;toﬂoe.” Xenoph. Kuvgs ITasds L. 7. fin.

A g vitude ?
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8 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

vitude ? It remains only now to obferve, in
fhewing this cuftom to have been univerfal,
that all thofe nations which affifted in over-
turning the Roman Empire, though many
and various, adopted the fame meafures;
for we find it a general maxim in their
polity, that whoever thould fall into their
hands as a prifoner of war, thould imme-
diately be reduced to the condition of a
flave.

It may here, perhaps, be not unworthy
of remark, that the involuntary were of
greater antiquity than the woluntary flaves.
‘The latter are firft mentioned in the time of
Pharaoh : they could have arifen only in a
flate of fociety; when property, after its
divifion, had become fo unequal, as to mul-
tiply the wants of individuals; and when
government, after its eftablithment, had
given fecurity to the poffeffor by the punifh-
ment of crimes. Whereas the former feem
to be dated with more propriety from the
days of Nimrod ; who gave rife probably to
that infeparable idea of widtory and fervitude,
which we find among the nations of anti-
quity, and which has exifted uniformly fince,

in
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or THE HuMAN SprcIEks. 9

in one country or another, to the prefent
day.*

Add to this, that they might have arifen
even in a ftate of nature, and have been coe-
val with the quarrels of mankind.

C H A P. Il

But it was not victory alone, or any pre-
fuppofed right, founded in the damages of
war, that afforded a pretence for invading
the liberties of mankind: the honourable
light, in which piracy was confidered in the
uncivilized ages of the world, contributed
not a little to the flavery of the human {pe-
cies. Piracy had a very early beginning.
¢ The Grecians,” 1 fays Thucydides, ¢ in
«¢ their primitive ftate, as well as the con-
¢¢ temporary barbarians, who inhabited the
¢ fea coafts and iflands, gave themfelves
¢ wholly to it ; it was, in fhort, their only
¢ profeffion and fupport.” The writings

% ¢« Proud Nimrod firft the bloody chace began,
« A mighty hunter, and his prey was man,”
Pork.
4 Thucydides. L. 1. {ub initia,
of
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10 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

of Homer are fufficient of themfelves to
eftablith this account. They thew it to
have been a common practice at fo early a
period as that of the Trojan war; and
abound with many lively defcriptions of it,
which, had they been as groundlefs as they
are beautiful, would have frequently fpared
the figh of the reader of fenfibility and
refleGtion.

The piracies, which were thus practifed
in the early ages, may be confidered as pub-
lick or private. Inthe former, whole crews
embarked for the + benefit of their refpec-
tive tribes. They made defcents on the
fea coafts, carried off cattle, furprized whole
villages, put many of the inhabitants to the
fword, and carried others into flavery.

In the latter, individuals only were con-
cerned, and the emolument was their own.
Thefe landed from their fhips, and, going
up into the country, concealed themfelves
in the woods and thickets; where they
waited every opportunity of catching the

+ Idem. — — — ¢ the ftrongeft,”” fays he, ¢ engaging
“¢ In thefe adventures, Képdss 78 oo¢fegs avzay Evanet 1) 7olg
¢« dgbeveqt Teopiis.”

unfortunate
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