
European History
This series includes accounts of historical events and movements by eye-
witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies that assembled 
significant source materials or developed new historiographical methods. 
It covers the social and political history of continental Europe from the 
Renaissance to the end of the nineteenth century, and its broad range includes 
works on Russia and the Balkans, revolutionary France, the papacy and the 
inquisition, and the Venetian state archives.

Four Years at the Court of Henry VIII
Sebastiano Giustinian (1460–1543) served as the Venetian ambassador to 
the court of Henry VIII between 1515 and 1519, during which time he sent 
back frequent and detailed dispatches to the Signory of Venice. In 1515, 
when Giustinian arrived at the English court, Henry was only twenty-four 
and described as ‘expert in arms, and of great valour, and most excellent 
in his personal endowments’. In this first of two volumes, Giustinian’s 
letters paint a vivid portrait of a diplomat’s life at court, covering treaty 
negotiations, meetings with Cardinal Wolsey, and the personal qualities 
of the monarch and his queen. Translator and editor Rawdon Lubbock 
Brown (1806–83) had an unrivalled knowledge of the Venetian archives: 
he was the first historian to appreciate the importance of the dispatches 
sent from London by the Venetian ambassadors. His edition of Giustinian’s 
correspondence provided an entirely new insight into Henry’s reign when 
it was first published in 1854.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
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