
Maritime Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of voyages by Europeans 
to the Americas, Asia, Australasia and the Pacific during the colonial period. Driven by the 
military and commercial interests of powers including Britain, France and the Netherlands, 
particularly the East India Companies, these expeditions brought back a wealth of 
information on climate, natural resources, topography, and distant civilisations. Their 
detailed observations provide fascinating historical data for climatologists, ecologists and 
anthropologists, and the accounts of the mariners’ experiences on their long and dangerous 
voyages are full of human interest.

Narrative of the Circumnavigation of the Globe 
by the Austrian Frigate Novara

Joined by seven eminent natural scientists, including Karl von Scherzer (1821–1903), the 
Austrian naval expedition of 1857–9 was remarkable for its globe-spanning scale. During 
the course of the voyage, the naturalists collected an abundance of samples which contributed 
to several scientific discoveries, including the isolation of cocaine in its pure form. Some of 
the investigations also revolutionised knowledge in such fields as geology, oceanography, 
hydrography and geomagnetism, and are still being studied by modern-day researchers. 
Prepared by Scherzer and first published in English in 1861–2, this is a compelling three-volume 
account of the mission, remaining relevant to scholars interested in naval exploration and 
the history of science. Opening with the guidance given by Alexander von Humboldt prior 
to the expedition, Volume 1 covers the leg between Europe and India. It includes notes on 
the social structure of the populations encountered, and on the local flora and fauna.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles 
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars 
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and 
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to 
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a 
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that 
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108059756
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