
Maritime Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of voyages by Europeans to 
the Americas, Asia, Australasia and the Pacific during the colonial period. Driven by the military 
and commercial interests of powers including Britain, France and the Netherlands, particularly 
the East India Companies, these expeditions brought back a wealth of information on climate, 
natural resources, topography, and distant civilisations. Their detailed observations provide 
fascinating historical data for climatologists, ecologists and anthropologists, and the accounts 
of the mariners’ experiences on their long and dangerous voyages are full of human interest.

A Directory for the Navigation of the Pacific Ocean, 
with Descriptions of its Coasts, Islands, etc.

The English geographer and hydrographer Alexander George Findlay (1812–75) had observed 
that navigators of his time had to consult a considerable number of documents to gather the 
information they needed to sail the Pacific Ocean safely. Not only was this highly impractical, it 
also exposed seafarers to conflicting information that could lead to their demise. First published 
in 1851, this two-volume nautical directory, compiled by Findlay from reputable sources, 
provided seamen with a single comprehensive and authoritative reference work. This second 
volume focuses on navigating the islands and archipelagos of the Pacific and also contains 
detailed information on the winds, currents, tides and other physical phenomena of the Pacific, 
as well as general sailing directions. An invaluable resource for navigators of the nineteenth 
century, this work remains of great interest to geographers and scholars of nautical history.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles 
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars 
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and 
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to 
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a 
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that 
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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