
Literary Studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary 
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of 
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to 
early twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer 
a valuable resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and 
literary studies. 

Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807
The literary career of Anna Seward (1742–1809) had many frustrations. 
Erasmus Darwin once printed her poetry under his own name. Horace 
Walpole accused her of having ‘no imagination’. And despite her evident 
talents, she was unable to find a patron willing to support a woman. Yet her 
letters reveal the breadth of her interests and the strength of her literary 
criticism. In addition to writing to newspapers and magazines, she counted 
many eminent figures among her correspondents, including James Boswell 
(who begged for a lock of her hair) and the young Walter Scott. This six-
volume selection of her letters, edited by the publisher Archibald Constable 
(1774–1827), first appeared in 1811. Volume 3 covers the years 1791–4. 
Ranging from simple but meticulous acknowledgements of praise for her 
poetry through to her wary opinions of the recent French Revolution, her 
letters show an unwavering devotion to both her literary criticism and the 
people closest to her.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05950-3 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 3
Anna Seward
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059503
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Letters Written 
Between the Years 

1784 and 1807
Volume 3

Anna Seward

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05950-3 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 3
Anna Seward
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059503
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRID GE UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, 
Singapore, São Paolo, Delhi, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108059503

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2013

This edition first published 1811
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-05950-3 Paperback
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