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lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
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Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807

The literary career of Anna Seward (1742-1809) had many frustrations.
Erasmus Darwin once printed her poetry under his own name. Horace
Walpole accused her of having ‘no imagination’. And despite her evident
talents, she was unable to find a patron willing to support a woman. Yet her
letters reveal the breadth of her interests and the strength of her literary
criticism. In addition to writing to newspapers and magazines, she counted
many eminent figures among her correspondents, including James Boswell
(who begged for a lock of her hair) and the young Walter Scott. This six-
volume selection of her letters, edited by the publisher Archibald Constable
(1774-1827), first appeared in 1811. Volume 1 covers the period 1784-7.
Showing the first signs of her long-lasting acrimony towards Samuel Johnson,
whom she saw as a bully, it includes some of her anecdotes of him, alongside
her own equally expert criticism.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

TuE following letter, which was found
among Miss SEwARD’s papers after
her death, will account sufficiently for
the present Publication, and renders it
unnecessary for the Editor either to enter
into any explanation of his motives for
undertaking it, or to offer any apology
for its appearance.

Posthumous Letter from Anna Seward
to Mr A, Constable.

“ Sir, July 17, 1807.

¢ Ix a Will, made and executed since
¢« I had the pleasure of seeing you in
¢« April last, I have left you the exclu-
¢« sive copy-right of Twelve Volumes
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¢ quarto, half-bound. They contain co-
¢« pies of letters, or of parts of letters,
¢ that, after I had written them, appear-
“ed to me worth the attention of the
¢ public. Voluminous as is the collec-
¢ tion, it does not include a twelfth part
“ of my epistolary writing from the time
¢ it commences, viz. from the year 1784,
¢ to the present day.

“ I wish you to publish two volumes
¢ annually ; and by no means to follow
¢ the late absurd custom of classing let-
¢ ters to separate correspondents, but
¢ suffer them to succeed each other in
¢ the order of time, as you find them
¢ transcribed.

¢ When you shall receive this letter
¢ jits Writer will be no more. While she
¢ lives she must wish Mr ConsTaBLE all
* manner of good, and that he may en-
¢ joy it to a late period of human life.

“ ANNA SEwARrD.”

It was in this manner that these letters
came into the hands of the Editor; and,
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in obeying the direction of their ac-
complished Author, he is happy to be-
lieve that he is, at the same time, con-
tributing not a little to extend her repu-
tation. Miss SEwarD has hitherto been
known and admired almost entirely as a
writer of poetry. Her attempts in prose
have not been counsidered as equally for-
tunate; and, it is to be feared, that even
in these familiar epistles, several affec-
tations of style, arising mostly from too
free an use of poetic imagery, may tend
somewhat to obscure their real merit.
But when this peculiarity is got over,
the reader, it is presumed, cannot fail to
be struck with the many intellectual
and moral excellencies which they dis-
play.

He will perceive throughout, in their
Author, an independent and vigorous
mind, entering with animation into every
subject which is presented to it—full of
elevated views,—and uninfluenced by
common notions when they were not
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brought home to its own perceptions of
truth.

In her Critical remarks especially,
Miss Sewarp will always be found in-
genious and instructive; and, if she
sometimes errs in praising her favourite
authors with too little discrimination,
the error is of that generous kind which
marks the warmth of her character, and
could proceed only from an enthusiastic
admiration of every thing which seemed
to her to bear the stamp of genius.

In Politics her opinions are free and
spirited ; and whatever opinion the
reader may entertain of the counsels
adopted by this country in consequence
of the French Revolution, he cannot
but admire the sagacity with which she
has predicted many of those unfortunate
results which we have since been doom-
ed to deplore.

The ardour of Miss SEwARD’s affec-
tions is no less conspicuous in these
letters than the force of her understand-
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ing.—Her long years of dutiful attend-
ance on a father’s infirmities ; her steady
attachment to her friends ; her mournful
remembrances constantly recurring, of
those whom death had separated from
her; and the fatal blow which at last
withered her existence by depriving her
of one of the oldest and dearest of those
who remained : These circumstances,
which are here exhibited with much
nature and feeling, cannot be contem-
plated without exciting a lively interest
in her character; and certainly consti-
tute one of the chief attractions of these
memorials of it that are now offered to
the public.

The celebrity of this Lady procured
her visits and letters from some of the
most distinguished individuals of her age
——and her long life gave her an opportu-
nity of becoming acquainted with most
of the illustrious literary characters who
adorned the latter half of the last cen-
tury. There are accordingly interspersed

in these volumes many interesting anec-
5
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dotes of eminent persons, which will pro-
bably be not the least attractive part of
the Work.

It will be observed, that in one parti-
cular Miss SEw aAr'D’s directions have not
been exactly obeyed. It was thought
more satisfactory to the public that
the whole of these letters should be
laid before it at once, rather than that
they should be published as she seems
to have wished,—in detached portions.
Neither must it be concealed, that
some of the letters contained in her be-
quest have been omitted :—such chiefly
as relate to the characters or connections
of living individuals, and touch upon
circumstances, which although very na-
turally introduced into letters among
friends, were evidently not designed for
the world. Some minute critical dis-
cussions have also been left out, distin-
guished indeed by all the acuteness of
the excellent writer, but which would
have swelled beyond proper limits a
work that to many readers may already
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appear too long. In every other respect
the Editor has been scrupulously faith-
ful to the trust with which he has been
honoured.

Miss SEwarD was born in the year
1747, and died on the 25th of March
1809. Her poetical works, accompanied
with some part of her early literary cor-
respondence, and a biographical memoir,
have since been edited in three volumes,
by WaLtER ScorT, Esq. to whom that
part of Miss SewaArD’s writings had
been committed, by a bequest similar to
that under which the present Publica-
tion appears.

Edinburgh, March 28, 1811.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1
Anna Seward

Frontmatter

More information

The material originally positioned here is too large for reproduction in this
reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
of this book, by clicking on Resources Available'.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1
Anna Seward

Frontmatter

More information

’ 2107 2.
/?,/N /’: Lol i Ao e 7z A(/f, //’(/_ leves S

ﬁa.azt /{/?A‘/{ a3 %‘*”{/z‘ ol {M 2o ’,/7‘. W;.
A L At /f/ /'

’

_‘(/'/?ﬂ/l . é-ff//?-/‘{é.

B> R Sfonsiatlte.
-//é/.‘zf/{/zﬂJ

Pt farg £

The material originally positioned here is too large for reproduction in this
reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
of this book, by clicking on Resources Available'.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1
Anna Seward

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1

Anna Seward
Frontmatter
More information

CONTENTS

OF

VOLUME L

LETTER I. Miss Powys,
IXI. Miss Weston,
IHI. Rev. T. S. Whalley,
IV. Wm. Hayley, Esq.
V. Dr Percival of Manchester,
VI Rev. T. 8. Whalley, on the Continent,
VII. William Hayley, Esq.
VIII. Lady Marianne Carnegy,
IX. Miss Weston,
X. James Boswell, Esq.
XI. Mrs Knowles,
XII. Court Dewes, Esq.

Page 5
7
9

13
17
21
24
31
36
39
46
50

XIIL Rev. T. 8. Whaliey, then on the Continent, 58

X1V. Wiliiam Hayley, Esq.
XV. Mrs Brooke,
XVI. Court Dewes, Esq.
XVIIL. Dr §—,
XVIIIL. Miss Helen Williams,
XIX. Mrs G—,
XX. Mrs Cotton,
XXI. William Hayley, Esq.
XXII. Mrs Mompessan,
XXIII. Mrs Knowles.
XXIV. Court Dewes, Esq.

62
65
67
70
76
79
82
920
97
105
114

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1

Anna Seward
Frontmatter
More information

Xiv CONTENTS.

LETTER XXV. Rev. T. S. Whalley, on the Conti-
Page 118

nent,
XXVI. H. Repton, Esq.
XXVIIL. James Boswell, Esq.
XXVIII. Miss Scott,
XXIiX. Miss Weston,
XXX. Court Dewes, Esq.
XXXI. Mrs Martin,
XXXIT. Miss Powys,
XXXIIl. Archdeacon Clive,
XXXIV. Miss Weston,
XXXV. Mrs Stokes,
XXXVI. George Hardinge, Esq.
XXXVIIL. Rev. T. S. Whaliley,
XXXVIII. William Hayley, Esq.
XXXIX. Rev Dr Warner,
XL. Miss Scott,
XLI. George Hardinge, Esq.
XLII. Mr Repton,
XLIHI George Hardinge, Esq.
XLIV. Rev. Dr Warner,
XLV. George Hardinge, Esq.
XLVI. Miss Powys,

XLVIIL George Hardinge, Esq.

XLVIIL George Hardinge, Esq.
XLIX. Mr W. Newton,
L. George Hardinge, Esq.
LI. Miss Weston,
LII. George Hardinge, Esq.
LIII. Miss Weston,
LIV. Mrs Mompessan,
LV. Rev. Dr Warner,
LVI. Miss Weston,
LVIL Mrs Cotton,
LVIII. George Hardinge, Esq.

124
129
133
137
141
151
154
159
162
167
171
173
177
181
185
188
192
194
197
201
208
210
216
222
229
235
242
245
250
254
257
265
271

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05948-0 - Letters Written Between the Years 1784 and 1807: Volume 1
Anna Seward

Frontmatter

More information

CONTENTS., Xv

LETTER LIX. Miss Gell, Page 276
LX. Rev, W. Bagshot Stevens of Repton, 278
LXI. Joseph Sykes, Esq. 281
LXII. Miss Weston, 285
LXIII. Mr W. Newton, the Peak Minstrel, 290
LXIV. Miss Scott, 294
LXYV. Miss Powys, 300
LXVI. William Hayley, Esq. 302
LXVII, Mrs Stokes, 309
LXVIIL. Miss Weston, 312
LXIX. William Hayley, Esq. 316
LXX. Captain Seward, 322
LXXI. Mr W. Newton, the Peak Minstrel, 325
LXXI1I1. George Hardinge, Esq. 327
LXXIII. Rev. T. S. Whalley, 335
LXXIV. William Hayley, Esq. 358
LXXV. F. N. C. Mundy, Esq. 341
LXXVI. George Hardinge, Esq. 344
LXXVII. Mrs Knowles, 346
LXXVIIIL. George Hardinge, Esq. 349

LXXIX. Rev. Dr Gregory, on his translation of
Bishop Lowth’s Lectures on Hebraic
Poetry, 353

LXXX. George Hardinge, Esq. K]

LXXXI. Court Dewes, Esq. at Paw, in Berne, 373

LXXXII. Rev. Dr Gregory, 375
LXXXIII. Captain Seward, 379
LXXXIV. Miss Weston, 383

LXXXV. Rev. T. 8. Whalley, 385
LXXXVI, Miss Helen Williams, 390

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108059480
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781108059480: 


