
Education
This series focuses on educational theory and practice, particularly in the 
context of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe and its colonies, and 
America. During this period, the questions of who should be educated, to 
what age, to what standard and using what curriculum, were widely debated. 
The reform of schools and universities, the drive towards improving women’s 
education, and the movement for free (or at least low-cost) schools for 
the poor were all major concerns both for governments and for society at 
large. The books selected for reissue in this series discuss key issues of their 
time, including the ‘appropriate’ levels of instruction for the children of the 
working classes, the emergence of adult education movements, and proposals 
for the higher education of women. They also cover topics that still resonate 
today, such as the nature of education, the role of universities in the diffusion 
of knowledge, and the involvement of religious groups in establishing and 
running schools.

The Conflict of Studies
The nineteenth century was a time of great reform in education, with debate 
focusing on such questions as who should be educated, in what manner, 
and to what degree. Given the technical advances brought about by the 
Industrial Revolution, rigorous mathematical education was seen by many 
as essential. A mathematician, educator and examiner for the University of 
Cambridge, Isaac Todhunter (1820–84) was also known as a prolific and very 
successful author of mathematics textbooks. In his day, he was considered an 
influential, albeit somewhat conservative, figure in mathematical education. 
In these six essays, first published in 1873, he discusses topics raised by the 
reform movement (for which he had little sympathy), such as the examination 
system, teaching methods and materials. Born of Todhunter’s vast experience 
in the field, this work reflects an insider’s perspective and remains relevant to 
students and scholars interested in the history of mathematics teaching and 
the University of Cambridge.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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