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Books of enduring scholarly value

Life Sciences

Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life
sciences were regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact
on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The
increasing academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of
botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their adoption in university
curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

Le Regne animal distribué d’aprés son organisation

French zoologist and naturalist Georges Cuvier (1769-1832), one of the
most eminent scientific figures of the early nineteenth century, is best known
for laying the foundations of comparative anatomy and palaeontology. He
spent his lifetime studying the anatomy of animals, and broke new ground
by comparing living and fossil specimens — many he uncovered himself.
However, Cuvier always opposed evolutionary theories and was during his
day the foremost proponent of catastrophism, a doctrine contending that
geological changes were caused by sudden cataclysms. He received universal
acclaim when he published his monumental Le régne animal, which made
significant advances over the Linnaean taxonomic system of classification
and arranged animals into four large groups. The sixteen-volume English
translation and expansion, The Animal Kingdom (1827-35), is also reissued
in the Cambridge Library Collection. First published in 1817, Volume 2 of
the original version covers reptiles and fish.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1817
This digitally printed version 2012
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
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LE

REGNE ANIMAL

DISTRIBUE

D’APRES SON ORGANISATION,

POUR SERVIR DE BASE A L,HISTOIRE NATURELLE DES ANI-
MAUX ET D' INTRODUCTION A LMNATOMIE COMPAREE.

Par M. e Ca* CUVIER,

Conseiller d'Etat ordinaire, Secrétaire perpétuel de I'Académie des
Sciences de l'Institut Royal, Membre des Académies et Sociétés
Royales des Sciences de Londres, de Berlin, de Pétexsbourg, de
Stockholm, d’Edimbourg, de Copenhague, de Geettingue, de Turin,
de Baviére, des Pays-Bas , etc., etc.

Avec Figures, dessinées d'aprés nature.

TOME 11,

CONTENANT

LES REPTILES, LES POISSONS, LES MOLLUSQUES.
ET LES ANNELIDES.

A PARIS,
Chez DETERVILLE, Libraire, rue Hautefcuille, n® 8.

PE L'IMPRIMERIE DE A. BELIN,

1817.
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