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Books of enduring scholarly value

Medieval History

This series includes pioneering editions of medieval historical accounts by eye-
witnesses and contemporaries, collections of source materials such as charters and
letters, and works that applied new historiographical methods to the interpretation
of the European middle ages. The nineteenth century saw an upsurge of interest in
medieval manuscripts, texts and artefacts, and the enthusiastic efforts of scholars
and antiquaries made a large body of material available in print for the first time.
Although many of the analyses have been superseded, they provide fascinating
evidence of the academic practices of their time, while a considerable number

of texts have still not been re-edited and are still widely consulted.

The Chartulary of St John of Pontefract

The prosperous Cluniac priory of St John the Evangelist, Pontefract, was founded
around 1090 by Robert de Lacy, remaining subject to its mother-house of

La Charité-sur-Loire until the fourteenth century. The charters in this two-volume
work have been arranged by type: seigniorial charters; episcopal and papal charters;
royal charters; and those relating to priory property, arranged geographically
according to proximity to Pontefract. The cartulary is particularly valuable for
topographical studies and local and family history - in many cases the names of
all witnesses have been transcribed. The manuscript was originally compiled in
the first half of the thirteenth century, with additions made on blank leaves over
the following centuries (not included by the editor). Volume 1, published in 1899,
comprises the first 45 folios, containing 233 charters, and an introduction on the
history of the priory and the de Lacy family. Each Latin charter is preceded by a
brief English summary.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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The Anniversary Reissue of Volumes
from the Record Series
of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the leading society for
the study of the archaeology and history of England’s largest historic county,
Cambridge University Press has reissued a selection of the most notable of

the publications in the Record Series of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society.
Founded in 1863, the Society soon established itself as the major publisher in
its field, and has remained so ever since. The Yorkshire Archaeological Journal
has been published annually since 1869, and in 1885 the Society launched the
Record Series, a succession of volumes containing transcriptions of diverse
original records relating to the history of Yorkshire, edited by numerous
distinguished scholars. In 1932 a special division of the Record Series was created
which, up to 1965, published a considerable number of early medieval charters
relating to Yorkshire. The vast majority of these publications have never been
superseded, remaining an important primary source for historical scholarship.

Current volumes in the Record Series are published for the Society by Boydell
and Brewer. The Society also publishes parish register transcripts; since 1897,
over 180 volumes have appeared in print. In 1974, the Society established
a programme to publish calendars of over 650 court rolls of the manor of
Wakefield, the originals of which, dating from 1274 to 1925, have been in the
safekeeping of the Society’s archives since 1943; by the end of 2012, fifteen
volumes had appeared. In 2011, the importance of the Wakefield court rolls was
formally acknowledged by the UK committee of UNESCO, which entered them
on its National Register of the Memory of the World.

The Society possesses a library and archives which constitute a major resource
for the study of the county; they are housed in its headquarters, a Georgian villa
in Leeds. These facilities, initially provided solely for members, are now available
to all researchers. Lists of the full range of the Society’s scholarly resources and
publications can be found on its website, www.yas.org.uk.
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The Chartulary of St John of Pontefract

(Record Series volumes 25 and 30)

Volumes 25 and 30 of the Record Series contain the text of the cartulary of the
Cluniac Priory of St John at Pontefract. At the time this edition was originally
prepared, the cartulary was in the ownership of the Wentworth family of Woolley,
who subsequently deposited it with the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. It

was sold by the owner at an auction on 11 April 1961 at Sotheby’s saleroom,
where it formed Lot 142 and was acquired by the British Library. It now has

the reference Additional Manuscript 50754. Lot 143 in the same sale was the
cartulary of Monk Bretton Priory, now BL Additional Manuscript 50755,

which was published as Record Series volume 66, and is also now reissued

in the Cambridge Library Collection.

The Pontefract cartulary is number 782 in G.R.C. Davies, Medieval Cartularies
of Great Britain: A Short Catalogue (London, 1958) and has the same number
in the revised edition, Medieval Cartularies of Great Britain and Ireland, edited
by C. Breary, J. Harrison and D.M. Smith (London, 2010). Further information
may be found in G.R.C. Davies, “Two Chartularies from the West Riding),
British Museum Quarterly, 24, no. 3/4 (December 1961), 67-70 and plates XXI-
XXII. Readers should be aware that, according to Davies, the Record Series
transcription omits additions to the text which ‘occupy about a quarter of the
chartulary’s total of 96 pages.
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CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTION.

Page

[Extract from the Will of Roger Dodsworth ... iv.]

[Sketch Pedigree of the First House of Lascy.. xxv.]

[Release of 60/- of Rent from the Convent cer XxViL]

[Release of Rents and Services from the Convent ;

of a daily cart load of wood, &c. .. ... xxviii.]

[Charter to the Men of Westchep... .. ... xxix.]

[The “‘Little Charter” for land on the Moors ... xL]

[The Stapleton Pedigree ... . xlvi]

[Hereditary Peerages ..ooxlix]

[The Vesci Pedigree ... e li]

Fascicurus 1. (10 folios.)
[Chronology of the First House of De Lascy ... page 2.]
Page
THE SEIGNIORIAL CHARTERS. 3
Folio 1
I. Robert de Lascy: The Foundation Charter ... .. 17
Monasticon, No. 1; Dodsworth, vols. 3, 8,9, 159, &c H
Lansdowsne, vol. 207
II. Robert de Lascy: Grant of the Manor of Dodworth 18
Monasticon, No 2; Dodsworth 151; Lansdowne 207

III. Hugh de Laval: Confirmation Charter ... 20

Monasticon, No. 3; Dodswort 8,9, 159; Lansdrwne 207

IV. Hugh de Laval: Town Mill of Pontefract, St. Nicholas Hospxtal and
the Tithe of the Pontefract Toll ... . 22
Lansdowne 207

Folio =
V. Gilbert de Lascy [of Lancashire]: A bovate and its toft, and another
toft in Barneby, and two bovates in Harwood . .. 23
Lansdowne 207
VI. Ilbert de Lascy the younger: Confirmation Charter ... 24

Dodsworth 9, 159; Lansdowne 207
VII. Robert de Lascy: A later version of No. 2, after hi» marnage with

Matilda . 25
Lamdawnt 207
VIII, The second Robert de Lascy: Two bovates in Great Marsden ... 26
Dodsworth 135; Lansdowne 207
IX. The second Robert de Lascy: A tenement in Pontefract ... 27

Lansdowne 207
X. Henry de Lascy: Re-dedication Charter; 60/- a year; the ferry of

Castleford, and freedom from Toll 27
Mwmslzmn, No. 4; Dodsworth 8,9, 159; Lzm:da'wne 207
XI. Henry de Lascy: Kellingley, and a fishery at Beal ... . 29

HMonasticon, No. §; Lansdowne 207
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6 CONTENTS.
Folio 3 Page
XII. Henry de Lascy: Confirmation of the West Mill of Norton, the g1ﬁ
of Jordan Folioth . 30
Lansdowne 207
XIIT. Henry de Lascy: Grant of the church of Kippax 31
Lansdowne 207
XIV. Henry de Lascy: Confirmation Charter ... 31

Lansdowne 207

XV. Henry de Lascy: The town of Barnsley (a Jomt glft with Ralph
de Capriolecuria) . 32
Lzm:downe 207

XVI. Henry de Lascy: A carucate in Ingoldmells, the dower of the
widow of Ilbert the younger ... . 33
Dodsworth g, 159; Lamdowm 207

[The Romara pedigree page 33.1
XVII. Henry de Lascy: Confirmation of Barnsley 34
Lansdowne 207
XVIII. Henry de Lascy: Tithe of his hunting ... 34
Dodsworth 189; Lansdowne 207
XIX. Roger de Lascy: Confirmation Charter . 35

Lansdowne 207
XX. Rogerde Lascy: Confirmation of No. 13, of the Church of Kippax 35

Lansdowne 207

XXI. John de Lascy: Enlargement of the churchyard of All Saints ... 36
Lansdowne 207

Folio 4
XXII. John de Lascy: Concerning the land of Humphrey and William,
cordwainers, near the monastery . 37
Lansdowne 207
XXIII. John de Lascy: Confirmation Charter 38

Lansdowne 207

XXIV. John de Lascy: Request to archbishop Walter to admit the
presentee of the monks to the church of Kippax 39
Dodsworth 151; Lansdowne 207

XXV. John de Lascy: A bovate in the territory of Ledsham ... 40
Lansdowne 207

XXVI. John de Lascy: Acknowledgment of a lost bond ... 41
Dodsworth 136, 151; Lansdowne 207

In a second, but good hand: —
XXVII. Robert de Lascy the second: To William Fitz Eustace, his uncle,
a bovate in Great Marsden 42
Dodsworth 135, 136, 151; Lansdowne 207

XXVIII. Roger de Lascy: Councerning the chmch of Darrington ... 43
Lansdowne 207

Unrubricated, and Indexed in a muck later hand :—
XXIX. Edmund de Lascy: Confirmation Charter, and of Barnside [Lanca-
shire], and of two bovates in Marsden.. . 43
Dodsworth 117, 151 ; La;z:d’aw;ze 207
Folio 5
XXX. Edmund de Lascy: A cart load of dead wood daily ... 44
Dodsworth 117 ; Lansdowne 207

[ The space between folio 5 and folio 11, originally left blank, is occupied by a series
of documents of later date.]
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CONTENTS. 7
Fascicurus II. (10 Folios.)
Page
THE ECCLESIASTICAIL CHARTERS. 47
{Amended List of Officials of the church of York ... page 53.]
Foli A—ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHARTERS.
olio 11

XXXVIII. Archbishop Thurstan: Confirmation of the town of Dodworth ... 59

XXXIX. Archbishop Thurstan: Confirmation of the charters of Ralph de
Catwick and of his son Simon, of half the church of Catwick 59

XL. Archbishop Thurstan: Declaration of the agreement made
between prior Reginald, and Robert, chaplam of Darrington ;

lease of the lands of that church . 6o
XLI. Archbishop Thurstan: Confirmation of Foundatxon Charter ... 61
XLII. The Chapter of York: Half of Ledsham . 62
XLIII. The Chapter of York: The church and tithes of Ledsham and
ordination of a vicarage there by archbishop Gray 63
XLIV. Archbishop William: Confirmation Charter P . 64
XLV. Archbishop Roger: Confirmation of an agreement between prior
Bertram and Bernard of Silkstone concerning Dodworth ... 65
Folio 12
XLVI. Archbishop Roger: Confirmation of the gift of the monastery of
Monk Bretton by Adam fitz Swain ... 67
XLVII. Archbishop Roger: Confirmation of the glft of the church of
Kippax ... . . . 68
XLVIII. Archbishop Roger: General Conﬁrmatlon 68
Dodsworth 159
XLIX. Archbishop Walter: Confirmation of Tithes . 71
Dodsworth 1515 Archbishop Gray's Register, No. 184
L. Archbishop Walter: Presentation to Silkstone by lapse 72
LI. Archbishop Walter: Confirmation of Pensions ... . 73
Dodsworth 151 ; Archbishop Gray's Register, No. 144
Folio 13
LII. Archbishop Walter: Confirmation of Presentation and Certificate

of Institution of Milo to Kippax . . 74
Dodsworth 1515 Archbishop Gray's Rtgzster, No. 276

LIII. Archbishop Walter: Vicarage of Ledsham [the counterpart of

No. 43] ... 75
Dodsworth 1 51

LIV. Archbishop Walter: Confirmation of an agreement between pnor
Peter and Hugh, vicar of Ledsham ... 77

LV. Roger [Robert], bishop of Lincoln: Confirmation of the gift {rom
Gilbert, Earl of Lincoln, of the ferry of South Ferriby, with

land and houses there, in Barton Fields, and in Hawkstow... 77
LVI. Walter de Kirkham, dean of York: Release from excommuni-
cation ... 78

Dodsworth 151
Folio 14

In the second hand, and not rubricated :—

LVII. Archbishop Theobald [Canterbnry] General Conﬁrmation, as
legate 8o

[ Three blank folios were qut feve 6)/ the 0rzgmal can‘ogv apﬁem whick were afte; wards
partially occupied by a series of later documents and memoranda, among whick No. 59
is an imperfect abridgment of No. 40.]
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8 CONTENTS.
Folio 18 B—PapaL BulLLs. Page
LXV. Bull of Pope Celestine IIl.: General Confirmation ... 85
Monasticon, No. 6; Dodsworth 159
Unrubricated :—
LXVI. Bull of Pope Alexander IIl.: General Confirmation ... 89
LXVII. Bull of Pope Gregory 1X.: Tithes of Ledsham .. 90

[ Zwo blank folios were left heve by the original cartograpkers, 'wbzc/'z were sztbseqztcntly
occupted by later documents.]

Fascicurus I11. (5 Folios.)

Page
THE ROYAL CHARTERS. 93
Folio 21
LXX. King Stephen: The churches of St. Sampson and St. Benedict,
York 99
"Dodsworth 1 59
LXXI. King Henry IT.: General Confirmation ... ... 1I0C
LXXII. King Henry I.: General Confirmation ... ... 103
LXXIII. King Henry IL.: Second [Amended] General Conﬁrmatlon ... 10§
Dodsworth 159
Folio 22
LXXIV. King Henry IIL: Inspeximus of 73 .. 109
Folio 23
LXXIV ésis. King Henry III.: Charter of Protection ... ... 1I0
I the sccond hand, but not rubricated . —
LXXV. King Henry IIL.: Grant of a Fair to Barnsley ... . 111
[ Zwo folios, originally unoccupied, were afterwards filled with
later documents.]
Fascicurus IV, (12 Folios.)
Page
THE LOCAL CHARTERS.—PONTEFRACT, &c. 115
[The Foliot pedigree ... page 114.]
[The Foliot pedigree—East Yorkshire branch ... page 116.]
Folio 26
LXXXVI. Hugh Foliot: A bovate in Barneby, with Thorald the native ... 133
Lansdowne 207
LXXXVII. William Foliot: An acre in Sharlston ... .. 134
Lansdowne 207
LXXXVIIL. Jordan Foliot: Asger’s toft [in Pontefract] ... .o I35
Monasticon, No. 17 ; Lansdowne 207
LXXXIX. Jordan Foliot: West ‘Mill of Norton ... .. 135
Monasticon, No. 18 ; Dodswortl 138, 151 Lansdowne 207
XC. Jordan Foliot: Jordan and his wife Beatrice confirm No. 89, and
add an acre . . 136
Monastzmn, N o. 19 H Lansdowne 207
XCI. Jordan Foliot: Confirmation by Jordan their son .. 137

Lansdowse 207

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108058674
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05867-4 - The Chartulary of St John of Pontefract: From the Original Document in the
Possession of Godfrey Wentworth, Esq., of Woolley Park: Volume 1

Edited by Richard Holmes

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS, 9
Folio 26 (continued) Page
XCII. Walter the clerk (afterwards Receiver), son of Master Ciprian:
Land in Pontefract, bought of the heirs of Humphrey and
William [see No. 22] 138
[De Insula pedigree ... page 139.]
XCIIL. Robert, son of Humphrey to William his brother: His house with
a half toft in Pontefract . 139
XCIV. William, son of Everard of Methley Rents from tofts in Malfey
gate and Micklegate 140
XCV. Robert de Stapleton: A toft in Mlcklegate .. 141

Lansdowne 207
XCVI. Robert de Stapleton: Tofts in Pontefract, in exchange for three
bovates in Osmondthorp ; with another toft in Pontefract and
a bovate in Biram . 142
.Lama’owne 207

XCVIL. Nicholas, son of Jordan of Shippen: To Eudo of Aberford,

chaplain, a toft in Micklegate, above the ditch 143
Folio 27

XCVIII. Nicholas de Shippen: Quit-claim of the rent ... . 144
XCIX. Eudo the chaplain: The toft in Micklegate ... 14§
C. John de Lascy, constable of Chester: Confirmation . 146

CI. William son of Walding, and his wife Hawis: Two tofts undel
Baghill in Pontefract . w147

Dodsworth 133, 136
[Walding pedigree ... page 147.]

CII. Albert Fullo: A toft under Baghill 148

CIII. William, son of Robert son of Astin: Land in the Fle]ds of
Pontefract ... 149

[Astin, son of Stephen ... page 149]
[Osmund pedigree ... page 149.]
Folio 28

CIV. Michael, son of Thomas of Monkhill: Land in the Fields of
Pontefract ... ... 150
CV. Matilda the Blonde : Half acre in the Ris ... 18I
CVI. Helen, daughter of Adam son of Agnes: Rent of 3/- ... ... 152

CVIL. Jordan de Aula to Otto de Stubbs: Two tofts with crofts near
Monkhill ... .. I52
CVIII. William son of Hervey to Eva de Batley An acre in the Rxs ... 153
CIX. Hervey Kaskin: Three acres in the Fields . .. 134
CX. William of Campsall : Ten acres in the territory of Pontefract 155

Dodsworth 151

CXI. Simon Butler to William of Campsall, and John his son: Ten
acres in the territory of Poutefract .. 156
Dodsworth 151

Folio 29
CXII. Simon Butler: Surrender of his land in the Fields .. 157
Dodsworth 151
CXIII. Simon Butler: Six roods next the Weeks ... ... 138

Dodswortk 151

CXIV. John, son of Simon Butler: Ten acres in the territory of Pontefract 1 59
Dodsworth 151

[Siward pedigree ... page 161.]
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10 CONTENTS.
Folio 29 (continued) Page
CXV. Mathania, widow of Simon Butler: Confirmation of No. I11... 161
Dodswortk 151

CXVI. John Butler: A plot of land in Pontefract, outside the Bailey 162
CXVII. William, son of Hervey Kaskin: Surrender of a plot in the New

Market . 163
CXVIII. Agnes, daughter of Roger de Ledstone To Rlchard de Marton,
a rent of §/- from Impcroft 164
CXIX. Master Raimond: To Warner, son of 1 \hgel ﬁve acres in Ponte~
fract Fields . .. 165
CXX. Warner, son of Nigel: A p]ot of land near the Greave ... 166
[Nigel pedigree ... page 166.]

Folio 30
CXXI. Alexander, son of Hereward and Alice, his wife : three roods in
the Fields towards Munjoy; half an acre near the Gallows;
a rood, and another rood ... ... 167
CXXII. Richard, son of Ralph: A house in G111ygate . 168
Dodsworth 151
CXXIII. Agnes, daughter of Roger of Ledstone: To Richard de Marton,
a rent of §/- from Impcroft [counterpart of No.118] ... 169

CXXIV. Richard de Marton: Grant of No. 123 to the monks .. 170
CXXV. William, son of William de Vesci: A toft and croft in Bondgate 171

CXXVI. John, son of Robert de Mora: To Gregory de Camera, a plot of
arable land in Pontefract Fields .. 171
CXXVIA. Gregory de Camera: Grant of No. 126 to the monks . 172

Dodswortk 151

CXXVII. James de Methley: Rent of 6/ from three messuages in the New

Market ... . 173
Folio 3t

CXXVIIL. James de Methley [duplicate of No. 127, with verbal differences] 175

CXXIX. William the weaver: To Walter Scot, half of a toft, and of a

half toft, in the New Market 176
CXXX. Isabella, daughter of William Bern: Half an acre in the Flelds 177
CXXXI. Matilda, daughter of William Bern [duplicate of No. 130] ... 178

CXXXII Jordan Campion: To Richard, son of Richard of Pool, an
acre and a half in the Fields of Ferry, near V\’heldale,

and half an acre in Hernshill 178
CXXXIII. The same: An acre and a half at Waterfall ... e I79
[De Stagno pedigree ... page 179.]
CXXXIV. The same: An acre in the Fields, and the half acre granted
in No. 130 and No. 131 . ... 180
Folio 32
CXXXV. Prior Dalmatius and the Convent: To Henry de Cotmgham,
a messuage in Pontefract ... 181
CXXXVI. Robert of Knaresborough: A stall in Lhe New Market . 182
CXXXVII. Cecily of Clayton, widow of Hervey Kaskin: An acre in the
Fields, near the Greave 183
CXXXVIII. Thomas, son of Matthew of Skelmerthorpe Land in Ponte-
fract, which Richard of Pool held of me ... .. 184
CXXXIX. Goodwoman: Right in 3/- rent ... 184
CXL. Benedict the priest: Three acres in the erlds and land in
the Butts . .. 183
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Folio 33
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a corrody in exchange for five acres [see No. 145].. e 101
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land which his father had given 192
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CXLIX. William, son of Paganus, son of Bucardus: Five acres in the
Field of Pontefract, and some acres in the Fields of

Parlington .. . 194
CL. James of Methley A rent of 4/- in the New Market from

Thomas Fox's messuage.. 195
CLI. Walter Scol of Pontefract : To Thoma: F ox, lcase ofa messuage

in the New Market 196

CLII. Prior Dalmatius to Iugh Biseth of Castleford An acre and
a half of meadow in the Park of Allerton in exchange for

an acre in the Ris . ... 196
Folio 34
CLIII. Hugh Biseth of Castleford : An acre in the Ris [see No. 108] ... 198
CLIV. Final Concord between the Prior and Convent, and the Master
and Brethren of St. Lazarus at Foulsnape ... . 199

Dodsworth 151

CLV. Richard de Lewes: To Simon de Lewes, his nepos, thirty acres
in the Fields ... 200

PRESTON, &c.
CLVI. Prior Hugh: To Richard de Lewes, lease for life of land in

Mairwell ... 201
CLVIL. William de Preston: Sale of Hugh son of Gamel of Norton a
native 202

CLVIIL. Richard de Lewes: La.nd at Malrwell in Preston [see No 1 56] 203
CLIX. William de Preston: A grazing-toft in Ganesfold and Ailbernroyd 204
CLX. Gilbert, son of Hugh, son of Ailbern: His rlght in Axlbermoyd

in Pleston . 205
Folio 33
CLXI. Prior Stephen: To Gilbert son of Hugh son of Axlbern, a grazmg
place in the Fields of Preston .. 206
CLXII. Alan, son of Nicholas of Shippen : Rent of 3/- from six acres in
the South Field, and six pence from a garden near Cockwell 207

CLXIII. Germanus, the clerk, of Ledstone: Lease to his mother Mili-
sanda [Millicent], of four half acres in Ledstone and a rood
of meadow in Bondholm .. ... 208
Dodsworth 151
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fract in exchange for Westroyd from the monks ... ... 21§
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[The remainder of folio 36 and eack page of folio 37 werve left blank, the last
page of the latter folio b ing afterwards occupied by an inquisition
of 13 Edward [1., concerning the fishery of Beal.]

FascicuLus V. {4 Folios.)

Page
LOCAL CHARTERS.—LEDSTONE, &c. 219
[Lesing pedigree ... page 219.]
[Ailric pedigree ... page 219.]
Folio 38
CLXXI. Germanus, the clerk, son of Adam the chaplain: A bovate in
Ledstone Flelds, all but one acre, in exchange for a
corrody for himself ... . 223
CLXXII. Katherine, daughter of Adam the priest: The acre in Ledstone
Fields, reserved in No. 171 ... . 224
Dodsworth 151
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and the meadow belonging to a bovate in Bondholm ... 223

[Preston pedigree ... page 226.]
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and a half in Ledstone (see No. 176); also an exchange
of lands... .. 226
Dodsworth 151

CLXXV. Hervey, son of Richard, of Ledstone: To Katherine, daughter
of Reyner of Aberford, eight acres in Ledstone and the
meadow belonging to a bovate in Bondholm ... ... 228
Dodsworth 151

CLXXVI. Hervey, son of Richard, son of Lesing: Ten acres, half a rood,

and two parts of a half rood in Ledstone (see No. 174} ... 229
CLXXVII. The same Hervey, son of Richard : Three and a half acres in

the Fields of Ledstone . . . 230
CLXXVIII. The same Hervey, son of Richard: Four acres in the erlds

of Ledstone ... . .- . 231
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Folio 39 Page
CLXXIX. Hervey, son of Richard of Ledstone: To Adam his brothet,

a plot of land in Ledstone in exchange .. 232

CLXXX. Lease from prior Peter to Hervey son of ]ordan of Ledstone:
Nine acres in the territory of Ledstone with meadow at
Arnothirst ... . 233
Dodsworth 135, 136

CLXXXI. Benedict, son of Reginald of Ledstone: a toft in Ledstone with
its croft, and six acres of land in the Fields of Ledstone 234
Dodswortk 135, 136

CLXXXII. From the same: Half of his land in Ledstone, and of his
meadow belonging thereto ... . 235
Dodswortk 135, 136

CLXXXIII. From the same: Three acres all but half a rood in Ledstone 237

CLXXXIV. Hervey, son of Richard, son of Lesing: Lease for twelve years
of his messuage and of all his land in Ledstone ... 238
Dodswortk 135, 136, 151
Folio 40
CLXXXV. Cyrograph between Hervey and Roger, clerk of Ledsham ... 239
Dodsworth 135, 136, 151

CLXXXVI. Hervey son of Richard of.Ledstone to Adam his brother : A

bovate in Ledstone Fields, with a toft ... .. 240
CLXXXVII. Richard son of Lesing of Ledstone, to Adam his son: The
bovate in Ledstone Fields with a toft .. 241

CLXXXVIII. Matilda daughter of Katherine: All my lands in Ledstone 243

CLXXXIX. Matilda, daughter of Katherine: All the land I held from
the g1ft of my mother in Ledstone 244
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son of Milisanda of Klppax All my land in Ledstone 245%
Dodsworth 151
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Fields ... L 245
Dodsworth 151
[Roger de Ledsham pedigree ... page 246.]

CXCII. Richard son of Lesing of Ledstone: A messuage in Ledstone 246
Dodsworth 151

[Ketel pedigree ... page 247.]
CXCIII. Richard son of Lesing of Ledstone: The six acres in Led-
stone Fields (see No. 191) ... 247
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CXCV. William son of Bared of Allerton: Five acres in Ledstone
Fields ... 249
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in Ledstone ... 251

[The remainder of folio 41, oviginally I f/ b[a;zk was aﬂemam’: ocmpmi wztlz the
memorandum of an inquisition taken in 1347 with vegard to the customary
obligations of the prior of DPontefract and his Ledstone tenants.)
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THE

Chartulary of St. Fobhn.

WHEN the shock occasioned by the dissolution of monasteries and of
the various monastic foundations of the middle ages had overpassed,
and it became possible to estimate at their real value the gains and
the losses to the country occasioned by the great convulsion of 1536
1546, there sprang up a class of men anxious to recover the remains
of a knowledge which seemed to be in danger of passing away for
ever, that they might preserve the remembrance of it to the latest
generations.

In the very forefront of these, if the real permanent value of his
work is to be estimated, stands pre-eminent the name of Roger
Dodsworth—a name to be ever venerated by every lover of medieval
antiquity. He had not the wealth of a Sir Robert Cotton, and made
no attempt to collect the volumes of the dispersed monastic libraries:
his endeavours were directed, with the most untiring assiduity, to
secure information of the character of that which had been contained
in the chartularies. For although he was the cadet of an ancient
Yorkshire family, he was not a wealthy man—indeed, had he pursued
his profession, which seems to have been that of the law, he would
probably have been entirely dependent upon it. But in the great
Lord Fairfax he had the good fortune to meet with a patron who
supplied him with means, not lavish it is true, but amply sufficient to
enable him to pursue his investigations to the top of his bent, while
the position in society to which his birth entitled him was an open
sesame to the most secret depositories of the documents, the contents
of which it was his anxious wish to put on record.

b
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i. INTRODUCTION,

By far the most unwearied, by far the most intelligent of all his
compeers in this vein of investigation, he is sometimes said to have
left no complete work behind him. But it is now evident that those
who make this assertion make it in entire ignorance that to Roger
Dodsworth himself the world is indebted for that great monument of
learning, the credit for which has been almost thoroughly diverted
from him, the Monasticon Anglicanum.

Even Mr. Joseph Hunter, the foremost student of cartography of
his age, and the best able to appreciate the merit of his great
predecessor, at one time fell into that error, but when his investigations
enabled,—and in a man of his-candid mind that is only another way
of saying compelled him to correct himself,—he made noble reparation.
Unfortunately, however, his attempted rehabilitation of the truth has
never fully overtaken and obliterated his original mistake, which is
occasionally quoted even now, nearly two generations afterwards, as a
semi-reproach upon the name, and a derogation from the fame of the
great antiquary.

The reproach, however, had been cast by Mr. Hunter in complete
ignorance that the credit of the Monasticon, the merit of its inception,
and the satisfaction of its almost entire completion (as far at least as
the first volume is concerned) were throughout due to the painstaking
of Roger Dodsworth, who, while leaving behind him materials for
subsequent volumes, did not see the whole of his first completely
through the press. By what strange course of events the credit has
been almost universally given to a later name, so that at one time to
speak of Dugdale in connection with ecclesiastical literature was
equivalent to naming the Monasticon, and so that “ Dugdale's
Monasticon” came to be a substitute at the back of the book itself
for  Monasticon Anglicanum,” is easily ascertained; in fact the claim
was made almost before Roger Dodsworth was cold in his grave.
The British Museum copy of the first volume of the Monasticon
(6737) is prefaced with Dugdale’s portrait, dated “ 1656, ®t. 50,” and
amongst the incidentals of the engraving (piles of unnamed MSS.)
are “The Antiquities of Warwickshire, illustrated,”—a perfectly just
ascription ; but most prominent of all was “Monasticon Anglicanum,”
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ROGER DODSWORTH. iil.

showing that even in 1656 a claim was being made that that volume
was Dugdale’s production, that it was to be ascribed to him and
associated with his name. And thus it naturally followed, that
whenever a topographer has since had occasion to refer to the
great treasury of monastic lore, the first volume of which was
published in 1655, he implicitly or explicitly in at least five cases
out of six has left his readers to believe that it was to the
learning, or the investigation, or both, of Sir William Dugdale, that
we are indebted for that wonderful volume.

Nothing, however, can be further from the truth; and that truth
has been always accessible to those who cared to enquire, for it had
been carefully enshrined in the original preface, which, after naming
as having given assistance in the work, Sir William Dugdale and
Willlam Somner (see Correspondence of Sir Wm. Dugdale, p. 282),

continues—

Palma verd hujus incapti tribuenda est viro egregio, Kogero Dodsworthio Ebora-
censi, nupert quidem defuncto, sed nunguam oblivione sepeliendo.

So exceedingly strong has, however, proved the force of ancient
prepossession, that till Mr. Hunter called attention to the testamentary
disposition of Roger Dodsworth, preserved originally in the Prerogative
Court, Doctors’ Commons, and now at Somerset House, it would have
been difficult to persuade even the ordinarily careful investigator that
the great antiquary did more than “collect materials for the use of
other men.” He did that it is true, as his 161 volumes, now in the
Bodleian, testify; but he did much more. He provided and arranged
the materials for two noble folios, and himself presided over the
printing, even if he did not have the pleasure of superintending the
complete publication of the one volume known for twenty years as
the Monasticon, whose clear arrangement and wonderful index, as
they were the fruits of his own painstaking, were not continued in
the second volume, undertaken after his death by other hands from
the materials which he himself had collected.

But however some may be inclined to doubt the accuracy of this
statement, the very will of Roger Dodsworth (dated 3oth June, 1654,
proved P.C.C. 30th Nov., 1654, 301 Alchin) is clear on the point.
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iv. INTRODUCTION.

““1, Roger Dodsworth, of Bickerstaffe, in the county of Lancashire, Esquire,”
....... ““being weak and infirm in body, but of good and perfect memory,”
....... “to be buried in the Chappell of Rufford, so nere unto the place
where my late lovinge wife, Houlcroft Dodsworth, was buryed as with convenience
may bee.

‘‘Whereas the Right Hon’ble Thomas Lord Fairfax, of Denton, my singular
good Lord and Patron, hath of his free love and favour gyven unto me the said
Roger Dodsworth, one yearly annuity of fifty pounds of current English money for
the term of my life; as also of the like kindness to me hath since promised unto
me to confirm the said yearly payment to my executors, administrators and assigns
for three years after my death for satisfying of a debt which his honour very well
knows I am bound to pay to the Lady Wentworth, which I hope my Hon’ble
Lord will p’forme accordingly without any doubt in any wise; whose favour,
furtherance and assistance I have likewise found in the printinge of a worke of
myne called Monasticon Anglicanum, as also in divers other respects. And in order
to part [a true Yorkshire phrase!] of my thankfulness to his Hon’r T do hereby
give and bequeath unto my said Hon’ble and very good Lorde all and every my
manuscripts, abie couchers, and Roles which I have marked with sev’rall markes
of distinctions, together with all my parchment Roles and Pap’s which I have in
my study in his Lord’pp’s house called Yorke House, in London, and in Lancashire,
and in Roger Fiiz Randolfe’s house in Yorke; humbly prayinge that the said books
may be Dedicated to his Hon’r with an ev'lastinge acknowledgment of his goodness,
favour and kindness to me in carrying on the aforesaid worke; and alsoe I desire
and pray thar my ever honored friend John Rushworth, Esqu’r would be pleased
att my request amongst many other his courtesies to see the same dedication
compassed accordingly, who hath distributed divers summes of moneyes in way of
furtherance of the worke aforesaid, which is very well known to my good friend
Mr, William Dugdell, whose advice als’ I crave, and desire that he would be
pleased to lend his assistance for the framing of the said Epistle, and dedication
accordinglye.

““Item, I desire that my ever loving friend Mr. Rushworth would be pleased
to see all such sums of money, which he, myself, or any other hath advanced
towards the printing of my said book, together with what other sums are or shall
be advanced either by myself or any other person or persons for that end and
purpose, may be in a particular accounted and set down in writing, as also satisfied
and discharged in the first place; and after the same is raised upon and out of
the profits of the said book: which done, then it is my will and mind that the
remainder and residue thereof shall be paid as hereafter is expressed.”

And he then enters into details of particular bequests, and makes
special mention of “my book, Monasticon Anglicanum, now in the
presse,” in such a way as to show that up to the time of his death
the work of the Monasticon was wholly and entirely that of Roger
Dodsworth ; that the property of the volume was his and his alone,
while for the heavy expenses of printing it he was solely responsible,
though the means had been lent to him mainly by his “ever-loving
friend, Mr. John Rushworth,”

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108058674
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05867-4 - The Chartulary of St John of Pontefract: From the Original Document in the
Possession of Godfrey Wentworth, Esq., of Woolley Park: Volume 1

Edited by Richard Holmes

Frontmatter

More information

THE PONTEFRACT CHARTULARY, V.

THE PoONTEFRACT CHARTULARY.

Among the many chartularies of which Roger Dodsworth made
use in the compilation of his great work, one of the richest was that
of the Cluniac house at Pontefract, which happened to have been
compiled in a style the most fruitful for his special purpose.

Chartularies, valuable for other reasons, had been without the
additional value which that of Pontefract possessed. The information
useful to the topographer, or to those interested in the devolution of
lands and manors, had been preserved in all, but in very few had the
lists of witnesses been handed down unmutilated; and in most the
compiler bad been content to conclude his copies of charters with a
mere ‘“‘testis multis,” or to append to the documents a few names
with the addition “et aliis.” But in those of Pontefract, Rievaux, and
some few others which had the good fortune to be written up before
about 1240, the names of all the witnesses, eight, ten, or more had
been appended, while in those of a later date, Selby, Kirkstall, Nostell,
and many others, the cartographer had been content with giving the
names of only one, two, or three; five or six was a very unusual
number. Thus, those names which happened not to be familiar
to the compiler being omitted altogether by him, it not infrequently
happens that while the evidence of each chartulary throws a flood of
light upon the history of land-owners in its own immediate neighbour-
hood, those of Pontefract, Rievaux, and such as belong to the early
category, sometimes furnish besides a very copious illustration to
places at a distance.

This gives a special and particular interest to the document before
us, while the few cases such as Nos. 5, 8, 9, 13, 21, 235, 20, 27, 29,
and 30 of the first fasciculus, in which the lists of witnesses in the
Pontefract chartulary are abbreviated in the same fashion as those of
Selby and XKirkstall, help to show how the later fashion of abbreviation
was commencing and spreading.

The chartulary of the Pontefract Priory of St. John the Apostle
and Evangelist is thus a very interesting volume, and of much more
importance and value than can be attributed to very many other
documents of the same class. It was one of the earliest, and the
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vi. INTRODUCTION.

greater portion of it was written in the first half of the reign of King
Henry II1., probably by some monk of the establishment, certainly by
some one who has left upon it a few peculiarities due to his
French origin. (See Post, Nos.Ix x.and Ix xiil. [sic]). The copiousness
of its lists of witnesses is as probably due to the circumstance that
their names being those of living men, were familiar to the cartographer,
who seems to have bestowed upon his task the most loving care, and
to have made his work the labour of his life. It must have been his
occupation for many years, and a careful examination of the details
has shown that it was accomplished with an almost infinite amount
of painstaking, while the materials with which the artist worked were
chosen with such skilled judgment, that after the lapse of above six
centuries and a half hardly a stroke has faded, but every jot and tittle
that he placed upon the parchment before him is even now as easily
deciphered as it would have been the day it was written.

Not that any but the specialist would find it easy to read the
document ; for practically it was written in a species of short-hand,
which appears to have been purposely elaborated as much as possible,
so as to baffle—as it may easily do—the efforts to decipher it of any
but an expert. To such, however, on the other hand, the whole would
have been very readily legible, though, perhaps, not always at the
first glance.

The volume, which measures 12 inches by 8, and is less than an
inch in thickness, is in appearance almost the exact counterpart of the
Liber Niger of the Exchequer; indeed, at a little distance it would be
almost impossible to distinguish the one from the other. As was the case
with all the original chartularies which 1 have seen (and I particularly
instance that of Kirkstall, in the Public Record Office, and those of
Healaugh, Nostell and Rievaux, in the Cottonian Library), it is
composed of several fasciculi of irregular size. Originally most of
these were intended to open with one or two blank folios as an
introduction to the particular section of which each treats; and thus
the third page, the recto of the second folio of the first fasciculus,
has been folioed as folio 1, though the MS. commenced on the previous
folio ; and there was at first a leaf unwritten on. The folios thus left
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blank, and some few which precede the whole, were subsequently
utilized for a list of the charters (not always accurate), and for
documents of a later date. These also were all of parchment, which
was of pretty uniform size and quality; but when the volume came
into the possession of Roger Dodsworth in 1626, he, in his usual
manner, prefixed to the whole a few leaves of paper on which he made
an fndex Locorum to serve his own peculiar requirements.

An examination of the very first page of the volume will show with
what carefulness and calculating art the labour of copying was under-
taken. Each page is written in double columns, with a wide margin
at top and bottom. Each column contains forty-seven lines, and the
first two charters exactly fill the first page, without leaving the smallest
space vacant or exhibiting the slightest trace of caligraphic irregularity.
The writer must thus have calculated the exact length of these two
charters, and then so contrived his first column as to absorb exactly
one-half of the matter contained in them, the second half exactly
filling up the second column ; and the third charter (that of Hugh de
Laval) commencing on the retro. One consequence of this was that
the foundation charters of Robert de Lascy, and nothing else, were
presented to the reader on the first page of the volume.

As may be gathered from the table of contents prefixed to the
present volume, the first fasciculus contained the seigniorial charters,
that is to say, those of the lords of the fee. They were originally
twenty-six in number, and followed each other in almost strict
chronological order. There was, however, a disturbing confusion
between the two Roberts—Robert the founder, and Robert the last
male of his race,—and this occurs in the Nostell chartulary also,—
while one charter which crept in among the lordly documents, was a
grant from a Lacey of another family. To these twenty-six the original
cartographer, or a disciple who had caught his style, appended other
two, though without completing their ornamentation; and still two
others were subsequently added, of the new lord, Edmund de Lascy.

One of these last is dated 1258, and the other, which is contemporary
with the foundation of the Black Friars at Pontefract, in the Southgate

valley, makes a grant of dead wood to the monastery, to compensate
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viii. INTRODUCTION,

the Cluniac House for the loss of tithes from a plot which Edmund de
Lascy had given to the newly-established body, to which tithes the
monks were entitled, as holding the rectory of the Parish Church.

These two charters complete four folios and a column, and the
succeeding folios to the end of folio 10 were at first left blank. But
they were subsequently filled with later documents, among which were
a list of the “customs” of the Master of St. Nicholas, and a grant by
Henry de Lascy of the chapels of St. Nicholas and St. Ellen. Copies
follow of some other documents which concerned St. Nicholas’s
Hospital, and of some particulars relating to tithes belonging to the
monastery. These are numbered, though somewhat irregularly and
capriciously, up to 37; for, in fact, there are in all eighteen documents,
only seven of which were numbered, the rest being grouped, and the
first only of each group obtaining a distinctive number.

Fasciculus No. 1 was thus composed of five sheets, inset so as
to form a quire of ten parchment folios of uniform quality; and this
sheaf of seigniorial charters must have been for some time entirely
independent of the other fasciculi. Accordingly, but still before the
different portions were made into one, and indeed while the copying
was proceeding, the first and the last folios of each fasciculus would have
been treated as a mere cover by the original cartographer, the charters
themselves being commenced on the second folio, which therefore
was numbered folio 1 by the later paginator. And such was the method
adopted with each fasciculus until the whole was finished. But when
the separate portions were collected and bound together, the hitherto
blank folios became a part of the volume, the unoccupied leaves at
the end of each fasciculus combining with the commencement of the
next to form a series of blank pages. These were, in due course,
utilised for additional and subsequent matter, though the method and
style deteriorated considerably as the years rolled on.

The second fasciculus commenced with what was afterwards
folio 10, while its contents began on folio 11, folio 10 being as I have
said left blank. This fasciculus contained ecclesiastical charters, sub-
divided into episcopal and papal. The episcopal charters originally
numbered seventeen, and extended to No. 54 on folio 13, te which again
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