
Medieval History
This series includes pioneering editions of medieval historical accounts by eye-witnesses 
and contemporaries, collections of source materials such as charters and letters, and works 
that applied new historiographical methods to the interpretation of the European middle ages. 
The nineteenth century saw an upsurge of interest in medieval manuscripts, texts and artefacts, 
and the enthusiastic efforts of scholars and antiquaries made a large body of material available 
in print for the first time. Although many of the analyses have been superseded, they provide 
fascinating evidence of the academic practices of their time, while a considerable number of 
texts have still not been re-edited and are still widely consulted.

Early Yorkshire Charters
This thirteen-volume series, which first appeared between 1914 and 1965, is an extensive 
collection of the pre-thirteenth-century charters and related records of Yorkshire, which had 
previously remained largely unpublished. The first three volumes were edited by William Farrer 
(1861–1924), after whose death Charles Travis Clay (1885–1978) took up the task. The series 
was well respected for the quality of Farrer’s editing, which was surpassed only by that of Clay 
in the later volumes. Volume 12 (1965) presents Latin texts relating to the Tison fee and the 
family of Gilbert Tison. The Tison fee comprised land in the East Riding, Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire, and Clay has included texts relating to other lands held by the family. This volume 
also contains facsimile plates of select documents as well as detailed indexes.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles 
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars 
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and 
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to 
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a 
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that 
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05827-8 - Early Yorkshire Charters: Volume 12: The Tison Fee
Edited by William Farrer and Charles Travis Clay
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108057387
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108058278
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Early Yorkshire Charters
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The Anniversary Reissue of Books 
from the Yorkshire Archaeological Society 

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the leading society for the study of 
the archaeology and history of England’s largest historic county, Cambridge University Press 
has reissued a selection of the most notable of the publications in the Record Series of the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society. Founded in 1863, the Society soon established itself as the 
major publisher in its field, and has remained so ever since. The Yorkshire Archaeological Journal 
has been published annually since 1869, and in 1885 the Society launched the Record Series, a 
succession of volumes containing transcriptions of diverse original records relating to the history 
of Yorkshire, edited by numerous distinguished scholars. In 1932 a special division of the Record 
Series was created which, up to 1965, published a considerable number of early medieval charters 
relating to Yorkshire. The vast majority of these publications have never been superseded, 
remaining an important primary source for historical scholarship.

Current volumes in the Record Series are published for the Society by Boydell and Brewer. The 
Society also publishes parish register transcripts; since 1897, over 180 volumes have appeared in 
print. In 1974, the Society established a programme to publish calendars of over 650 court rolls 
of the manor of Wakefield, the originals of which, dating from 1274 to 1925, have been in the 
safekeeping of the Society’s archives since 1943; by the end of 2012, fifteen volumes had appeared. 
In 2011, the importance of the Wakefield court rolls was formally acknowledged by the UK 
committee of UNESCO, which entered them on its National Register of the Memory of the World.

The Society possesses a library and archives which constitute a major resource for the study of 
the county; they are housed in its headquarters, a Georgian villa in Leeds. These facilities, initially 
provided solely for members, are now available to all researchers. Lists of the full range of the 
Society’s scholarly resources and publications can be found on its website, www.yas.org.uk.
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Early Yorkshire Charters, Volume 12 

Charters have long been recognised as a major source for English history before the thirteenth 
century, when the archives of national government begin to survive in substantial quantity. 
William Farrer (1861–1924) was a scholar of private means who took up historical research 
when his circumstances gave him the opportunity to do so, employing a cadre of record 
scholars to transcribe documents on his behalf. His volumes of Early Yorkshire Charters were 
described as his greatest achievement. Three volumes (of a planned total of six) were published 
between 1914 and 1916, but the work was never completed. After Farrer’s death, the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society purchased his unpublished research and set about continuing it and 
providing a consolidated index to his three volumes. Farrer’s volumes, together with the index 
volume and nine additional volumes of texts (originally published as an ‘Extra Series’ of the 
Society’s Record Series), are now reissued by Cambridge University Press.

This, the tenth and final volume in the Extra Series, was first published in 1965 with grant aid 
from the British Academy. It was edited by Charles T. Clay (1885–1978), librarian to the House 
of Lords, who served as editor of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society’s Record Series from 
1938 to 1953. The volume contains chapters on the Tison family and its lands, the texts of 120 
charters relating to the Tison fee, indexes of names, places and subjects, five plates illustrating 
the surviving original charters, a map and three pedigree charts.
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