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PREFACE.

Tue Public have been so long in possession of the
Prospectus of this Work, that it will not be neces-
sary to detain them with any lengthened description
of its contents.

Like almost every other publication, projected a
considerable period before its completion, the pre-
sent has received partial alterations; which will
nevertheless, it is presumed, be admitted as improve-
ments. The truth is, that in filling up the outline
of such a plan, many subordinate objects present
themselves, which had escaped previous attention ;
and many things become more important than they
had originally appeared. Thus, the personal his-
tory of the ancient noble occupiers of Althorp has
been unavoidably extended beyond the limits first
proposed ; but it was presumed that this portion
of the Work would be generally interesting, inas-
much as it would be difficult to write a history of
our country, for the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, in which the Ancestors of the present
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VI PREFACE.

Noble Owner of Althorp did not act very distin-
guished parts.

The Account of the Mansion is comparatively
brief. Unpretending as that Mansion is, in an archi-
tectural point of view, and situated in a domain not
remarkable for picturesque beauty, I have been anx-
ious—notwithstanding the eulogies bestowed upon it
by ancient travellers—to introduce the visitor to its
interior attractions, and especially to its LiBRARY ;
which, as a private Collection, may be considered
unrivalled. But it is in fact the number, condi-
tion, magnificence, and value, of the Books THEM-
sELVES, which have somewhat distracted me in the
choice to be presented to the Reader. Accord-
ingly, while I have made a systematic Catalogue
of that portion only which relates to impressions
of the Sacrep Text, I have, in the selection of
other branches, given only what may be called a
bird’s eye view of the treasures contained in them.
Hence, the well-informed may draw a pretty correct
conclusion of the value of a comPLETE CATALOGUE
of the SpeExcer LiBrary executed in a similar
manner.

The Volumes, exclusively belonging to the Li-
brary of DE THou—instead of occupying a distinct
space—have been, for the greater part, embodied in
the respective classes to which they belong.
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PREFACE. VII

The ALDINE VoLUMES, once intended as a sepa-
rate division, have been given up, as an unnecessary
encroachment upon these pages; first, because all
those printed in the Fifteenth Century will be found
described in the Bibliotheca Spenceriana, and in the
second volume of this Work ; and, secondly, because
it has been judged expedient to preserve the ALpINE
CorrectioN in London, and not at A lthorp.

Meanwhile, the Supplement to the BipLroTHECA
SpENCERIANA, afforded in the second volume of this
Work, will be found to contain an account of many
rare and curious volumes, both of a classical and
miscellaneous character, which were wanting in his
Lordship’s Library. The embellishments in this
second volume are, with one exception (p. 134),
from wooDEN BLoCKS ; of which the greater number
will be found interesting of their kind; while the
Art of Printing appears, in the same volume, more
beautiful if possible than in those which have pre-
ceded it.

As to the embellishments in the first volume,
which are exclusively from coprEr PLATES, it is
unnecessary to dilate upon their beauty and value.
They are taken from original subjects, which are
almost entirely now engraved for the first time.

If T have substituted some Portraits in preference
to others—originally announced to the Public—I
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VIII PREFACE.

have only availed myself of the privilege held out
in the Prospectus ; and always with a view of bene-
fitting my readers by such exchange : so that, upon
the whole, it is hoped that this Work will be ho-
noured with the same favourable attention which

has been bestowed upon its precursors.
T. F. D.

Kensington ;
April 1, 1822.
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ERRATA.

Page 145.— The ‘ Corpus Scriprorum HisToriz ByzasTtins,’ is erro-
neously placed among Latin, instead of Greek Books.
Page 233, line 12, for PoLiTy read Poricy.

ADDITION.

Page 233.—‘ CLarENDON’s ReLicion anD Poricy.”’—The number of En-
gravings with which this copy of the above work is illustrated, amounts
to Eleven Hundred and Sivty, exclusively of the number in the History
of the Rebellion.
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SOME

AGCOUNT OF ALTHORP.

T'iix House and Park at ALTHORP* are situated in the parish of
Great Brington, in New Bottle Grove Hundred, in the county of
Northampton, at the distance of about six miles from Northamp-
ton. This domain has been possessed by the SpENCER FamiLy
upwards of three centuries; but the exact period of the erection
of the house seems to be unknown. There is however no question
of its having received its principal improvements during the time
of the first Earl of Sunderland, (1636-1643) who was son of the
second Baron Spencer. The Lady of this Earl (daughter of
Robert Sidney, second Earl of Leicester, and better known as the
Sacuarissa of Waller the poet) erected, and covered in, the great
staircase—which had been formerly an interior court yard, in the
fashion of the times. From that period, to the present, both the
house and park have continued to receive improvements which
will be duly noticed in the order of these pages.

In the account of the Family, by whom the celebrity of this
place has been so long maintained, it will not be deemed neces-
sary to repeat those minute details of pedigree which are to be
found in the pages of county historians and genealogists. Satis-
fied with the recent efforts of Mr. Baker,} both the reader and

* Formerly called “ Alidetorp” — ¢ Olletorp,” “ Oldthorpe.” See Baker’s
History of the County of Northampton, p. 110. It is even yet spelt with a final

e, as Althorpe.
+ History of the County of Northampton, part i. p. 109. Collins, in his
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iv ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1507

author may be anxious only for a few particulars which are con-
temporaneous with the family’s residence at Althorp; and which
relate to those characters—once famed for their hospitality and
wealth —of whom the monumental effigies are to be seen in the
chancel of the parish church.* The family of the SPENCERs be-

Peerage, vol. i. p. 378, Edit. Brydges, traces the pedigree up to the DE SpEx-
SERS, in the Conqueror’s time, with a doubt however respecting its accuracy,
adding : — * The present family are sufficiently great; and have too long en-
joyed vast wealth and high honours, to require the decoration of feathers in
their cap, which are not their own. Sir John Spencer, their undisputed
ancestor, and the immediate founder of their fortune, lived in the reigns of
Henry Vi1, and Henry VIIL ; and three hundred years of riches and rank may
surely satisfy a regulated pride.” In Milles’s Catulogue of Honor or Treasury
of True Nobility, 1610, folio, I find the shield of Lord Spencer as the twenty-
ninth, which is filled, among the Barons. In the large folded plate, in this
same work, p. 382, there are also the Spencer arms above an account of Tho-
mas Spencer, “ a noble Baron, son of the second Edward Spencer,” &c.
created by King Richard IL. Earl of Glocester; the year from Christ’s birth
1398, &ec.

* An account of the parish church of Brington — wherein the ashes of the
SereNceRs lie “ quietly inurned”—belongs rather to the county historian than
to the chronicler of Althorp. It may be sufficient therefore to observe, that this
church is situated on the summit of the highest ground of Brington, or rather
of Great Brington; and that it is incircled by a stone wall, flanked, in the in-
terior, by trees. A more complete picture of a country church-yard is rarely
seen. A well-trimmed walk encircles the whole of the interior; and when
viewed from the eastern extremity, in which the fine gothic windows, at the
end of the two chancels, come directly in view, the picturesque effect is very
pleasing. The church consists of a tower, containing five bells; a nave, with
north and south aisles ; a chancel, and a north chapel. This chapel is here
designated a second chancel. There is little of early or of beautiful architec-
ture to gratify the tasteful antiquary. The building cannot be traced to a more
remote period than the xivth. century; but the door-entrances of the tower
and south aisle (the latter covered by a modern porch—one of the happiest, or
most unhappy, specimens of church-warden taste) of the period in question,
are entitled to particular notice and praise. The discovery of an exterior
lateral tomb — probably that of Roger de Wyngfield, who was rector here in
the beginning of the xivth. century—is properly mentioned (together with
every other necessary detail connected with the church) by Mr. Baker, in his
recent History of the County, p. 92, &c.

A great deal of beautiful carving in wood adorns the pew where the family
now sits; but this, to the eye of an antiquary, has a less powerful charm than
similar specimens of art, of a much earlier date, which are attached to the
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—1512.] ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. v

came possessed of the park at Althorp about the year 1512.
This originated in a license from the King to John Spencer,
afterwards Sir John Spencer. At that time, the Park is described
as containing 300 acres of land, 100 acres of wood, and 40 acres
of water in “ Oldthorpe;” but this seems to have been only an
extension of some property previously acquired there; for it is
certain that Althorpe, so called, was purchased by this Sir John
Spencer as early as the year 1508. The same Sir John afterwards
purchased Newbottle and Brington, and died in the year 1522.
His tomb, with the recumbent figures of his wife IsaBELLA,
and himself, is the most ancient of those seen in the chapel of
Brington church. It is in the rich gothic style of that period, and

heads of the old pews in the chancel. As these are undoubtedly of the end of
the x1vth or beginning of the xvth century, and as it is not very improbable
that the same fate of decapitation, or destruction, which has befallen their com-
panions, may in a few years attend these—I present the reader with the follow-
ing specimens ; taken, the one from the left, and the other from the right, on
entering the chancel. That, to the left, is St. Margaret. The right may be
—any thing the reader pleases.

P Auidinst. Soulp
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wi ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1512

has been recently restored (in the decayed parts) with a strict
adherence to the original model.* Of his younger and only bro-
ther, THoMas, who was living in 1504, nothing is known.

The wealth of Sir John Spencer must have been prodigious;{
for, exclusively of the purchases above mentioned, he became the
proprietor of Wormleighton in Warwickshire ; which place his
descendants seem to have occupied, for a long period, as their prin-

* The first print of these tombs, in Mr. Baker's Hist. of the County of
Northampton, will give a correct notion of the beauty of the tomb in question.
The inscription on the tomb is thus:

«Here lieth the Boddies of Sir John Spencer Knight & dame Isabell his Wife
one of the daughters & coheirs of Walter Graunt of Snitterfield in the Countie
of War: Esquier her Mother was the daughter & heire of Humphrie Rudinge
of the Wich in the coun: of Worcester Esq: which John and Isabell had issu
Sir Willm Spencer knight 1. Anthony Spencer 2. Who died without issu.
Jane Wife to Rich: Knightley Esquier Son’e & Heire of Sir Richarde Knight-
ley of Fawsley in the countie of North: Knight. Isabell married to Sir Ni¢’s:
Strelley of Sirelly, in the cou’tie of Nott. knight. Dorothye married to Sir
Rich: catesbie of legers ashbie in the coun. of North: kni: which Sir John
Spenc: departed this life the 14 of Apr: Ao D’ni 1522.

+ Arising chiefly, as was the case of nearly all proprietors of land of that
period, from the great stock of sueep, The injury sustained by the compa-
rative neglect of tillage, and the cultivation of pasture land, did not escape the
attention of the legislature ; and accordingly the statute of the 25 Hen. VIII.
c. 13, recited—that ““ diuers couetous persons, espying the great profit of skeepe,
have gotten into theyr hands-great portions of the grounds of this Realme,
conuerting them to pasture from tillage, and keepe some 10,000, some 20,000,
some 24,000 sheepe, whereby Churches and Towns be pulled down, rents of
land inhaunced, and the prices of cattell and vittaile greatly raised,” &c. The
evil which arose from the excess of pasturage over tillage, has also been noticed
by Sir Thomas More ; who, about six or seven years before the death of Sir
John Spencer, thus observed, in his Utopia,—* your sHEEP, that were wont to
be so meek and tame, and so small eaters; now, as I hear say, be become so
great devourers, and so wild, that they eat up, and swallow down, the very men
themselves. They consume, destroy, and devour whole fields, houses, and
cities ; for look—in what parts of the realm doth grow the finest, and therefore
dearest wool—there, noblemen and gentlemen, yea, and certain abbots, (holy
men, no doubt!) not contenting themselves with the yearly revenues and profits
that were wont to grow to their forefathers, and predecessors of their lands,
now being content that they live in rest and pleasure, nothing profiting—yea,
much noying—the weal-public, leave no ground for tillage: they inclose all
into pastures: they throw down houses; they pluck down towns, and Icave no-
thing standing but only the church, to be made a sHEer-House.” Edit. 1808,
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—1522.] ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. vii

cipal residence ; and from which Robert Spencer, the first Baron,
(and great-grandson to Sir John) was called up to the House
of Peers as “ Baron Spencer of Wormleighton.” This latter
place was purchased by Sir John, of William Cope, Esq. in 1506;
and Dugdale tells us, that the purchaser “ soon after began the
structure of a fair mansion-house, wherein, when that inquisition
was taken, he had his residence with Ix. persons of his family,
being a good benefactor to the church in ornaments and other
things.” Hist. of Warwickshire, p.405, 1656. But in Dugdale’s
time Wormleighton was also the residence of the first Earl of
Sunderland ; and the two houses of Wormleighton and Althorp
seem to have been maintained with an almost equally splendid
establishment, till the time of the second Earl of Sunderland,
who appears to have resided chiefly at Althorp. During his
time, this mansion was designated, by a foreign traveller of rank
and taste, “ as the best planned and best arranged country seat in
the kingdom; for though (in the same opinion) many surpassed
it in size, none were superior to it in symmetrical elegance.”
Travels of Cosmo the Third, 1669, 1821, 4to. p. 250.

However this noble family may have resided chiefly at Worm-
leighton, it is certain that they did not neglect either the rites of
hospitality, or the cultivation of the grounds, at Althorp. Collins
tells us, that Sir John Spencer, grandfather of the first Baron,
(in the middle of the xvith century), ““ordered Lospitality to be
kept in his houses at ALTHORP, &c. by his heir, after his decease,
according as he had done;* and there is no question that the
same spirit of hospitality was maintained by every succeeding
generation, at the same place. In regard to the preservation or
improvement of the park, we know that the oak trees, which ap-
pear at the extremity of it, nearest to the church at Brington,

vol. i. p. 58. Poiydore Virgil, who was also a contemporary of Sir John Spencer,
“ expatiates with visible complacency on the various pleasures of those tables
at which he had feasted ; on the juicy flovowr of the mutton, and the sweetness
of the beef, especially when slightly salted.” Henry’s Hist. of Great Britain,
vol. xii. p. 375.

* Colling’s Peerage; vol. i. p. 336. Edit. 1812. The portrait of this Sir
John Spencer, the earliest in the series of the Spencer Portraits, will be found
engraved on the oprosiTE rAGE. Some brief particulars about his character
will be given in the series of Portraits—hereafter described.
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viil ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1586

and running in part parallel with the wall of separation, were grow-
ing there at the time of the purchase by the first Sir John Spen-
cer, in the reign of Henry VII. But his grandson Sir John
was, I apprehend, the first planter of trees; of which the expe-
riment was commemorated by a stone tablet, with the following
inscription thereupon :

THIS WOOD WAS PLANTED BY
Sir Joun Seencer KNigHT
GRANDFATHER OF RoBERT Lorp
SPENCER IN THE YEARES OF
ovk Lorp 1567 axp 1568.

His son, also Sir John, who died quite at the conclusion of
of the xvith century, continued this good fashion of planting, and
of commemorating its date, by means of a similar tablet, on which
the inscription is as follows :

THIS WOOD WAS PLANTED BY
Sir Joun Srexcer KNigHT
FATHER OF RoBERT LoORD
SPENCER IN THE YEARE

oF ovr Lorp 1589.

The two oak-plantations of the father and son, run in a straight
line, at right angles, with the more ancient trees before described;
and those of the son, in particular, (from some supposed superior
congeniality of soil,) now assume a beautiful and picturesque ap-
pearance; their forms being bold and towering. This part of
the park, although of limited dimensions, has somewhat of a forest-
cast of scenery; and is also remarkable for having an Hernery
—one of the very few in the kingdom.

The son of the last Sir John, afterwards the first BARoN SPEN-
CER, had the good sense to imitate the example of his forefathers.
He planted largely and successfully—as is attested by a stone
tablet, upon a somewhat larger scale than the two preceding, upon
which the inscription runs thus:

THIS WOOD WAS PLANTED
BY ROBERT LORD SPENCER
IN THE YEARES OF OVR LORD
1602 anxp 1603.
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The work of planting, and of commemorating the period
of plantation, continued under the Second Baron Spencer, se-
cond son of the first Baron, when he was Sir William Spencer,
and Knight of the Bath. There is a wooded walk, running ob-
liquely from the NW. corner of the mansion, up a gentle ascent,
through which the family pass, as the nearest foot way, to the
church. This wooded walk contains beech trees on one side,
and oak trees on the other; and the date of the plantation of
them is thus attested.

THIS WOOD WAS On the reverse of the Stone.
PLANTED BY SIR VP AND BEE

‘WILLIAM SPENCER DOING AND

KNIGHT OF THE Gop WILL

BATHE IN THE PROSPER.

YEARE OF OVR

Lorp 1624.

It has hence obtained the name of the ¢ Up AND BE DoOING
Woob ;" * and some notion may be formed of its picturesque ap-
pearance, in certain points of view, from the following represen-
tation—Ilooking from west to east—as executed by the pencil of

* This iz a scriptural phrase: see i Chron. c. xxii. v. 16. The earlier versions
of this passage come closer to the language of the above inscription. Thus in
Coverdule’s Bible of 1535, it is, ““ Yet get the vp and be doynge, and the Lorde
shal be with the.” In Matthews; 1537. * Up therefore and set upo it and
y¢ Lord shal be w" the.” In Grafton’s; 1540. ‘* Up therefore and be doynge,
and the Lord shal be wyth the.” In Barker; 1607. ¢ Up therefore, and be
doing, and the Lord will be with thee.” And in Barker; 1611. * Arise there-
fore and be doing, and the Lord be with thee ”—which is the present received
text. Itappears to have been a current expression of the day. Thus in Crom-
well’s time, in an ORIGINAL LETTER, of that celebrated man, in the possession
of my friend Mr. Dawson Turner—* As if God should say ¢p and bee doeinge,
and I will help you, and stand by you,” &c. The letter was written on the
capture of Gainsborough. The battle of Gainsborough was the most decisive
and important of Cromwell’s earlier achievements. The letter, describing it,
is full of bustle and interest—* wee came vp (says Cromwell) horse to horse,
when wee disputed itt with our swords and pistolls, a pretty tyme, all keepinge
close order,” &c. Here fell the gallant Colonel Cavendish, on the part of the
Royalists. In Cromwell’s letter, he is described as having been pursued into a
ditch, by Major Whaley, who stabbed him below ¢ the short ribs.”
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X ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1603

Mr. Blore. At the same time it may be mentioned, that an
enlarged engraving of the stone, exhibiting that side on which
the arms of Sir William Spencer appear, may be seen at the last
page of the second volume of the BisL10THECA SPENCERIANA.

: _%?

Such was the state of the park at Althorp, when the famous
Jou~N EvELYN paid his first visit there during the time of Robert,
second Earl of Sunderland. The gradual advance of so many
young trees towards maturity, together with the dates of their
plantation, struck the inquisitive eye of our British Columella;
and after observing (in his Syrva) that ““it was the only instance
he knew of the like in our country,” he recommends to general
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—1627.] ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. xi

adoption the practice of recording the time when any considerable
plantation is begun. The park now contains about 500 acres.
The Spencers had long possessed other property* in War-
wickshire, besides the estate at Wormleighton. The grand-father
of the first Sir John was in possession of Hodnell, in the manor
of Nun Eaton; but his son John, an uncle of the first Sir John,
sold it, in conjunction with one Thomas Brauncefield, a co-pro-
prietor, to Thomas Wilkes “ a merchant of the staple.” Dugdale,
p. 218. Herdwick Priors, in the same county, after being in the
possession of the Knightleys, was purchased of Arthur, son of
Sir William Samuel, of Upton, by William, the second Baron
Spencer, and whose younger son Robert was in possession of it
at the time of Dugdale. But it was at Claverdon, in the same
county, that the name of Spencer was hardly less respected for
its hospitable virtues than at Wormleighton. THoMAs SPENCER,
younger son of the second Sir John Spencer, and uncle of the
first Baron Spencer, purchased this place of the crown; “ which
Thomas, having obtained a lease of the Dean and Chapter of
Worcester of certain lands in this place, built a very fair mansion
thereupon; and for the great hospitality which he kept thereat,
was THE MIRROUR OF THIS COUNTY. But having no issue male,
settled this manor (inter alia) upon Sir William Spencer, Baronet,
son and heir of Sir Thomas, and he of Sir William, sometime of
Yarnton in Oxfordshire.” Dugdale, p. 497. The wealth of this
Thomas Spencer was very considerable; for he also purchased
Packwood, in the same county, “ for 2000 pounds for the term
of 2000 years—of Robert, the grandson of Robert Burdet of
Baumcote, Esq.” This estate also vested in Sir William Spencer
of Yarntont in Oxfordshire. Dugdale’s Warwickshire, p. 583.

* Care must be taken to distinguish the Sir John Spencer, father of the first
Baron, from the Sir John Spenser, Knt. and Lord Mayor of London—of about
the same period ; whose only daughter (perhaps the richest heiress in the king-
dom) was married to the second Lord Compton, afterwards first Earl of North-
ampton. Consult the authorities referred to by Sir E. Brydges in his Memoirs
of the Peers in the reign of James 1. p. 460. In Nichols’s Bibliotheca Topogra-
phica, No. xLix. p. 12, &c.a most singular account is given of this most sin-
gular lady. The wealth of her father seems to have been boundless ; and per-
haps equal to nearly two millions sterling of our present money.

t The family monuments of the Spencers in Yarnton church are very fine,
according to some drawings of them which I have seen.
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xii ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1603

Meanwhile the collateral branches had been ennobled by
several splendid alliances; and, among them, ALICE SPENCER,
youngest sister of the * hospitable” Thomas Spencer of Claver-
don, was married to Ferdinand the fifth EArL or DEerByY; by
whom, if she had not ¢ issue to a line of kings,” she had three
daughters, all distinguished by their union with three of the most
noble families in the realm; viz. those of Cmanpos, Bripce-
waTER, and HunTINGDON. It was this Alice Spencer for whom
Milton is said to have written his Arcades; and Sir John Har-
rington has celebrated her memory by an epigram, Book iii. Epigr.
47.% It was also to this same personage that the poet Spex-
sERr dedicated his ©“ Tears of the Muses;” and to her two sisters,
EvrizaserH, Lady Carey, and ANNE, Lady Compton and Mont-
eagle, that he dedicated his Muiopotmos and Mother Hubard's
Tale : the poet himself, in his ©“ Collin Clouf's come home again,”
thus acknowledging his RELATIONSHIP With them.

Ne lesse prais worthie are the sisters three,
The honor of the noble familie :

Of which I, meanest, boast myself to be,
And most that unto them I am so nie,
Phyllis, Charillis, and sweet Amarillis,
Phyllis the faire is eldest of the three:

The next to her is bountifull Charillis,
But the youngest is the highest in degree.+

This circumstance has given occasion to a splendid and happy
remark of Gibbon, in the Memoirs of his own Life. “ The nobi-
lity of the Spencers (says he) has been illustrated and enriched
by the trophies of Marlborough ; but I exhort them to consider
the Farry QUEEN as the most precious jewel of their coronet.”

* T gather the above from Sir Egerton Brydges's Memoirs of the Peers in
the Reign of James 1. 1802. 8vo. p. 394. Lysons, in his Environs of London,
p. 112, has given a print of her tomb, at Harefield; whereon is ‘‘ her figure,
recumbent, in the dress of the times, beneath a rich canopy, and below are the
figures of her three daughters, kneeling,” &c. Lysons notices a very rare en-
graved portrait of this Countess, of which only two copies are known to exist.
One is in the collection of the Marquis of Bute, the other in his own. The
Countess died in 1636.

+ That is, the Countess of Derby. The fictitious names are applied to the
characters in the order ahove mentioned.
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Consult also Todd’s Life of Spencer, xxv-vi. My business, how-
ever, is more particularly with the the inmates of ALTHORP.

It has been before observed, that Althorp was not so much
distinguished as the exclusive residence of the Spencers, till the
time of the first Earl of Sunderland, about the year 1640. Yet
it must not be forgotten, that it was during the first Lord Spen-
cer’s possession of this place, that an entertainment was given to
the Queen of James the First, and Prince Henry, their son, on
their way to London, in 1603. This entertainment, or masque,
was composed by the vigorous muse of Ben Jonson, and has
been commemorated in a pamphlet, or small quarto tract,
published a few years afterwards, under the following title: “ 4
particular entertainment of the Queene and Prince their High-
nesse to Althorpe, at the Right Honourable the Lord Spencer’s,
on Saturday being the 25th of June, 1603, as they came first into
the kingdom, being written by the same author, and not before
published.”*

* This tract is a small quarto volume of eight leaves : containing signa-
tures A and B, in fours. The ‘ entertainment” was in the usual fashionable
style of the day—being a sort of rural or pastoral drama; in which fauns,
satyrs, shepherds, and allegorical personages, were mixed together in the most
singular, and not unamusing, manner. The original tract (in the library at
Althorp) is considered to be rare. It was reprinted by the author in the folio
edition of his works, in 1616, and will be found in the editions of Ben Jonson’s
Works, by Whalley and Gifford, under the title of T%e Sazyr. Mr. Gifford
says, “The Queen and Prince Henry, in their journey from Edinburgh to
London, came from Héldenby to Northampton, where they were received in
great state by the municipal magistrates. James, who had joined them at Eaton,
the seat of Sir G. Fermor in Northamptonshire, passed forward ; (perhaps, as
Mr. Gifford intimates, at p.477, “with Sir Robert Spencer, afterwards Baron, to
Theobalds”—where we know that Sir Richard Spencer was made a Knight with
twenty-eight others;) but the Queen and Prince were prevailed upon to take
up their residence for a few days at the seat of Sir Robert Spencer, about four
miles from the town. It was on this occasion that this exquisite entertain-
ment was presented to them as they entered the park and grounds at Althorpe.”
Jonson’s Works, edit. 1816, vol. vi. p. 468.

The reader will probably not be displeased if a portion of this poetical en-
tertainment be < served up”’to him; especially as Mr. Gifford thinks that
¢ Milton has numerous obligations ” to it. I shall select only the commence-
ment and conclusion, adding the same gentleman’s very just observations upon
the subject.
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xiv ACCOUNT OF ALTHORP. [A.D. 1603

“Tt is easy, or rather it is not easy, (says Mr. Gifford) to con-
ceive the surprise and delight with which Queen Anne, who had
a natural taste for these elegant and splendid exhibitions, must

“ The inuention was, to haue a Satyre lodged in a little Spinet, by which her
Maiestie, and the Prince were to come, who (at the report of certaine cornets
that were divided in seuerall places of the Parke, to signify her approach) ad-
uanced his head aboue the toppe of the wood, wondring, and (with his Pipe

in his hand) began us followeth :
SATIRE.

Here! there! and euery where!
Some solemnities are neare,

That these changes strike mine eare :
My pipe and I a part shall beare.

And after « short straine with his Pipe, again :

Look, see; (beshrew this tree;)
What may all this wonder bee?
Pipe it, who that list for me:
I’le flie out abroad, and see.

There hee leaped downe, and gazing the Queene and Prince in the face, went

Sorward.
That is Cyparissus face!

And the Dame hath Syrinx grace !
O that Pan were now in place!
Sure they are of heauenly race.

Here he ranne into the wood againe, and hid himselfe whilst to the sound of
excellent soft musique that was there concealed in the thicket, there came tripping
up the lawne a Bevy of Faeries, attending on Mab their Queene, who falling
into an artificiall ring, that was there cut in the patke, began to daunce a round,
whilst their mistresse spake as followeth :

FAERIE.

Haile, and welcome, worthiest Queene,
Joy had never perfect beene,

To the Nimphes that haunt this Greene,
Had they not this euening seene.

Now they Print it on the Ground

With their feete in figures round,
Markes that will be euer found,

To remember this glad stound.

The Satyre peeping out of the busk, said.

Trust her not you bonny-bell,
Shee will forty leasinges tell,
1 doe know her pranks right well,
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