
Fiction and Poetry
Reading became an increasingly popular entertainment in eighteenth- 
and nineteenth-century Britain, Europe and America, reaching an ever 
wider spectrum of society as the cost of printing came down and levels of 
literacy rose. The novels avidly consumed in this period were not merely 
escapist fiction. Many of them drew attention to serious social issues such as 
slavery, child labour and other forms of exploitation that blighted the age of 
revolutions and empire, some were thinly disguised autobiographies, while 
others had clear educational aims: thus the line between fiction and non-
fiction was a fluid one. Poetry too flourished across a wide range of genres, 
and the political and social agendas of the Romantic movement in particular 
led to its being read and appreciated at all levels of society. In this series, the 
Cambridge Library Collection offers the texts of fiction and poetry as these 
works were first published and received by an eager reading public.  

A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens (1812–70) was an established novelist when he decided to 
produce a Christmas story, which was written in only six weeks and published 
at the end of 1843. The book was an immediate bestseller, and had it not been 
for the very high production costs of the specially commissioned illustrations 
and the decorative binding, it would have been a great commercial success. 
This strategic error meant that Dickens did not make the profits he expected, 
which contributed to his falling out with the publishers, Chapman and Hall. 
The story, however, has endured to this day as a classic and remains Dickens’ 
best-known and most adapted work. This reissue of the first edition, with its 
famous illustrations by Punch caricaturist John Leech (1817–64), is printed in 
black and white, but the four colour illustrations found in the original can be 
viewed at: http://www.cambridge.org/9781108057141
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05714-1 - A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108057141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A Christmas Carol

Charles Dickens
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This edition first published 1843
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06040-0 Hardback  
ISBN 978-1-108-05714-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108057141
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