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The Nautical Magazine

The Nautical Magazine first appeared in 1832, published monthly at the
price of one shilling. It aimed to advance ‘the safety of seamen’, with a
focus on the merchant marine, and a readership of professional seafarers.
The founding editor, A.B. Becher (1796-1876), served for many years under
the distinguished hydrographer Sir Francis Beaufort, and the magazine
reflected Beaufort’s interests by reporting on new charts, research on weather
and the oceans, astronomy and navigation, and statistics on wrecks and the
Lifeboat Institution. The content regularly included serialised accounts of
voyages, descriptions of distant countries, notes on new shipping regulations,
and discussion of the latest technologies. There were also reports on current
affairs such as (during the Victorian period) the searches for Sir John Franklin’s
lost Arctic expedition, the Crimean War and the Suez Canal project. Astute
editorial decisions ensured that the content mirrored the evolving concerns
of readers, enabling ‘the Nautical’ to remain popular for nearly two centuries.
It is a fascinating source of data, news and opinions for maritime, economic
and social historians, genealogists, and shipping enthusiasts.

The Nautical Magazine for 1872

The Nautical Magazine first appeared in 1832, and was published monthly
well into the twenty-first century. It covers a wide range of subjects, including
navigation, meteorology, technology and safety. An important resource

for maritime historians, it also includes reports on military and scientific
expeditions and on current affairs. Under new editorship from 1871,

the magazine grew substantially in length; the 1872 volume was the first

to exceed 1,000 pages. Part 2 includes ‘the first Christmas number, which is
made up of several short stories and poems by popular writers, introduced
by a promotional note mentioning that the circulation had quadrupled
during the year. Poetry and fiction regularly appear, alongside other recently
introduced material such as reports from learned societies, government
departments and court cases, but the magazine also continues to report on
steam technology, weather, wrecks and salvage, and distant regions such as
Africa and Iceland.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1872
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-05651-9 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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NAUTICAL MAGAZINE,
1872.
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