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PREFACE.

THE appearance of a new history of India requires
some words of explanation.

If the ingenious, original, and elaborate work of
Mr. Mill left some room for doubt and discus-
sion, the able compositions since published by Mr.
Murray and Mr. Gleig may be supposed to have
fully satisfied the demands of every reader.

But the excellence of histories derived from
European researches alone does not entirely set
aside the utility of similar inquiries conducted un-
der the guidance of impressions received in India;
which, as they rise from a separate source, may
sometimes lead to different conclusions.

Few are likely to take up these volumes unless
they are previously interested in the subject, and
such persons may not be unwilling to examine it
from a fresh point of view : if the result suggests
no new opinions, it may at least assist in deciding
on those contested by former writers.

In the choice of difficulties presented by the expression
of Asiatic words in European letters, I have thought it
best to follow the system of Sir W. Jones, which is used by
all the English Asiatie Societies, as well as by Mr. Cole-
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The material originally positioned here is too large for reproduction in this
reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
of this book, by clicking on ‘Resources Available'.
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