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PREFACE

Turs third volume carries the history of India on from
the death of Néasiru-d din, in 1260 A.p., to the inroad of
Timtr the Tatar, in 1398 aA.p. It comprises some matter
relating to periods not included within these dates; but
on the other hand, it is deficient in the history of the
reigns intervening between the death of Firoz Shah
and the irruption of Timér. This portion remains to
be supplied, in the succeeding volume, from works of
a somewhat later date. The period here traversed is
not a very long one, but it is illustrated by works of
more than usual interest and importance.

Of the first five works included in the present
volume, three were noticed in the old volume pub-
lished by Sir H. Elliot himself. The other two, the
Téarikhs Wassdf, and the ZTdrtkh-i ’Ald¢ of Amir
Khusr, are now first made accessible to English
readers. Part of the History of Wassaf has appeared
in a German translation, from the pen of Hammer-
Purgstall, but the portions relating to India are now
published for the first time. The ZTdrikk- ’Alst is
more of a poem than a history, but it bears the cele-
brated name of Amir Khusrd, and it enters into de-

1
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vi PREFACE.

tails which the student of history cannot pass over,
however diligently and cautiously he may weigh and
sift them.

Far different from these are the two Zdrikhs bear-
ing the title Firoz-Shihi. Sir H. Elliot was strongly
impressed with the value of these histories, and his
design was to publish a full translation of both. For
the translation of the work of Zidu-d din Barni, he
had enlisted the services of an eminent member of
the Bengal Civil Service; for that of Shams-i Siraj’s
history, he trusted to a munski. Advancement in the
service, and the increasing cares ot office, arrested the
translation of Barni’s work, and the munshi’s partial
translation of that of Shams-i Siraj proved to be en-
tirely useless. Thus there was a complete deficiency
of these two important works. Determined to prevent
the publication from coming to a standstill, the Editor
took in hand the translation of Shams-i Siraj’s work,
and caused renewed inquiries to be made in India for
that of Barni. He completed the former, and still no
promise was received of the latter; so he again set to
work, and he had all but completed the translation
of Barni, when Sir H. Elliot’s friend, loyal to his
promise, transmitted from India the translations of
two reigns, made by friends in whom he had confi-
dence. Unfortunately they arrived too late. The
annals of these particular reigns had already been com-
pleted; so, without any undue partiality for his own
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PREFACE, vii

work, the Editor declined using them; for a trans-
lation by one hand seemed preferable to one made up
of the work of three different persons.

Barni’s work approaches more nearly to the Euro-
pean idea of a history than any one which has yet
come under notice. Narrow-minded and bigoted, like
Muhammadans in general, he yet has a care for matters
besides the interests of his religion and the warlike
exploits of the sovereign representatives of his faith.
He freely criticizes the actions and characters of the
kings and great men of the time, dealing out his
praises and censures in no uncertain terms. His style
has been criticized as being occasionally tarnished by
Hind{ idioms, and this is no doubt true, not only of
him, but of other historians who wrote in Persian, but
whose native language was Hindi. Persian was
familiar to them, still it was a foreign language, and
their writings could hardly fail of receiving a tinge
from the more ready and familiar expressions of their
mother-tongue. To Europeans this blemish is of no
importance, few can detect it in the original, and it
entirely disappears in translation. As a vigorous plain-
spoken writer, he may unhesitatingly be indicated as
the one most acceptable to a general reader, one whose
pages may be read without that feeling of weariness and
oppression which the writings of his fellows too com-
monly produce. The Editor’s translation adheres strictly
to the text, without being literal ; for, as the author bas
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PREFACE.

no pretensions to beauty of style or felicity of dietion, a
clear representation of his meaning is of more import-
ance than an exact reproduction of his words. So the
object aimed at has been to make the translation an
accurate but a free and readable version of the origi-
nal text.!

Shams-i Siréj, the author of the other Z¢rikh-i Firoz
Shaki, is a writer of a very different character. A
painstaking and laborious chronicler, he enters into
details of little moment to the general reader, but of
importance to the historian and archeeologist. Valuable
as a recorder of facts and details, he is not an author
who will be read for the interest of his narrative, or
the excellence of his style.

The short but interesting work of the Sultan Firoz
Shéh, almost as rare in India as in Europe, is now
first brought to notice. The Editor has made the
translation from a unique copy belonging to Mr. E.
Thomas.

Timir’s irruption into India is fully represented by
the extracts from his own memoirs, and from the work
of his panegyrist, Sharafu-d din Yazdi; but there is
more matter in store upon this period from other
writers.

1 Lest this statement should excite a fecling of misgiving as to the licence taken
with the Text, the Editor refers to Nos, 1V., 1869, and I., 1870, of the Journal of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, in which a literal translation of the history of 'Al4u-d
din’s reign has been published since the present translation has been in print.
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PREFACE. ix

In the Appendix there is a careful and exhaustive
analysis by Sir H. Elliot of several of the poetical works
of Amir Khusri, from which he has culled all the
passages which, in his judgment, have an historical
bearing. He has performed the same office for a far
inferior poet, Badr Chach. The two succeeding articles
are the work of the Editor. The first is taken from
an article in the Nofices et Extraits des MSS.; the
other from the Travels of Ibn Batata. The former is
but little known, and in India is almost inaccessible.
Both these works were published in French. They
afford many curious and interesting illustrations of the
period covered by this volume; so to bring them to
the knowledge of the many Indian readers who are
conversant with our own tongue, copious extracts, trans-
lated into English, have been here introduced.

The following is a statement of the various articles
in this volume, with the names of their respective
authors, and to this the reader is referred if he desires
to ascertain the authority for any article or passage.
It will be seen that somewhat more than two-thirds
of the contents have been supplied by the Editor, and
this has made it undesirable to keep up throughout
the use of the brackets [ ] to mark the Editor’s addi-
tions. 'Where this table shows a translation to have
been made by the Editor, the whole of it, notes and all,
are to be considered his, and no brackets are used.
Sir H. M, Elliot had made preparation, more or less,
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X PREFACE.

for all the bibliographical notices: in these, and in
those translations which the table shows to have been
made by Sir H. Elliot, or by his coadjutors, the
brackets indicate the Editor’s additions.

X.—Jémi'u-t Tawarikh—A munsh{ revised by Editor.
XI.—Térikh-i Wassif—Part by Sir H. M. Elliot and part by
a munsht, revised by him,
XII.—Térikh-i Bingkiti—A few lines by Editor.
XIII.—Térikh-i Guzida—Revised by Editor.
XIV.—Térfkh-i ’Alai.—Sir H. M. Elliot.
XV.—Tarfkh-i Firoz Shéhi, of Z{iu-d din Barn{—Editor.
XVI.—Térikh-i Firoz Shihf, of Shams-i Sirdj—Editor.
XVIL—Futuhét-i Firoz Shahi.—Editor.
XVIIL—Malfazit-i Timari—Page 394 to 421 by Mr. C. E. Chapman,
B.C.S.; page 422 to 477 by Editor.
XIX.—Zafar-nima—Editor.

APPENDIX.
A.—Poems of Amir Khusra—Sir H. M. Elliot.
B.—Poems of Badr Chich—Sir H. M. Elliot.
C.—Masaliku-1 Absir—Editor.
D.—Travels of Ibn Batata.—Editor.
E.—Notes on the Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi—Editor.

The Editor much regrets the length of time which
the printing of this Volume has occupied. The delay
has, in some degree, arisen from causes over which he
had no control, but principally from his having had to
supply so large a portion of the matter from his own
pen. When the extent of this is taken into considera-
tion, the time engaged may not appear excessive.
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

Page 121, five lines from bottom, omit ¢ (Pilibhit).”

» 146, omit the note : “ Jhain must be Ujjain.”

» 168, Gold Stars. See note of Sir Walter Elliot in Thomas's Coins of the
Pathén Sultans, new edition, page 169.

» 303, para. 3, line 11, omit the word ¢ silver.”

y» 311, line 16, to the word ¢“Toraband,” add a note, ¢ Possibly this is a pun on
the words Terd banda, * thy slave.’”

45y 400, line 4, for ¢ 1408, read ¢ 1398.”

» 421, to the word ¢ Rudanah,” add a note, ¢ See note in page 488.”

» 427, to the word “ Sarsati,’” add ¢ Sirsah.”

» 430, to note 1, add, « This is Firoz Shah’s bridge.”

» 468, line 7, to ¢jins (specie),” add a note, ¢ See note in Appendix, p, 626.”
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