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THE DESIGN

oF

A TREATISE

oN

THE PLANTS OF INDIA,

BY THE PRESIDENT.

TuE greateft, if not the only, obftacle to the
progrefs of knowledge in thefe provinces, ex-
cept in thofe branches of it, which belong im-
mediately to our feveral profeflions, is our want
of leifure for general refearches ; and as ArcHI-
MEDES, who was happily mafter of his time,
bad not fpace enough to move the greateft
weight with the fmalleft force, thus we, who
have ample {pace for our inquiries, really want
time for the purfuit of them. ¢ Give me a
¢¢ place to {tand on, faid the great mathematician,
“ and I will move the whole earth:” Give us
time, we may fay, for our invefligations, and
we will transfer to Europe all the feiences, arts,
and literature of Afia. < Not to have defpair-
¢ ed,” however, was thought a degree of merit
VOL. IIL B
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2 THE DESIGN OF A TREATISE

in the Roman general, even though he was
defeated ; and, having fome hope, that others
may occafionally find more leifure, than it will
ever, at leaft in this country, be my lot to enjoy,
I take the liberty to propofe a work, from which
very curious information, and poffibly very
folid advantage, may be derived.

Some hundreds of plants, which are yet im-
perfetly known to Ewropean botanifts, and
with the virtues of which they are wholly un-
acquainted, grow wild on the plains and in the
forefts of India: the Amarcofb, an excellent
vocabulary of the Saz/¢rif language, contains in
one chapter the names of about three hundred
medicinal vegetables ; the Meédimz may com-~
prife many more ; and the Dravyibhidhina, or
Dictwonary of Natural Productions, includes, ¥
believe, a far greater number ; the properties of
which are diftin@ly related in medical tralts of
approved authority. Now the firft ftep, in
compiling a treatife on the plants of India,
fhould be to write their true names in Roman
letters, according to the moft accurate orthe-
graphy, and in Sanfrit preferably to any
vulgar diale@; becaufe a learned language is
fixed in books, while popular idioms are in
conftant fluGuation, and will not, perhaps, be
underftood a century hence by the inhabitants
of thefe Indian territories, whom future botanifts
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ON THE PLANTS OF INDIA. 3

may confult on the common appellations of
trees and flowers: the childith denominations
of plants from the perfons, who firft defcribed
them, ought wholly to be rejected ; for Cham-
paca and Hinna {eem to me not only more
elegant, but far properer, defignations of an
Indian and an Arabian plant, than Michela and
Lawfonia; nor can I fee without pain, that
the great Swedifb botanift confidered it as #be
Jupreme and only reward of labour in this part of
natural hiftory, to preferve a name by hanging
it on a bloflom, and that he declared this mode
of promoting and adorning botany, worthy of
being continued with holy reverence, though fo
high an honour, he fays, ought to be conferred
with chafte referve, and not proflituted for the
purpofe of conciliating the good will, or etermizing
the memory, of any but bis chofen followers; no,
not even of faints: his it of an bundred and
JSifty fuch names clearly thows, that his excel-
lent works are the true bafis of his juft celebrity,
which would have been feebly f{upported by
the ftalk of the Linnea. From what proper
name the Plantain is called Mufz, 1 do not
know ; but it feems to be the Dutch pronun-
ciation of the Arabick word for that vegetable,
and ought not, therefore, to have appeared in
his lift, though, in my opinion, it is the only
rational name in the mufter-roll. As to the
B 2
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4 THE DESIGN OF A TREATISE

{yftem of LINN&EUS, it is the {yftem of Nature,
fubordinate indeed to the beautiful arrangement
of natural orders, of which he has given a
rough fketch, and which may hereafter, per-
haps, be completed: but the diftribution of
vegetables into c/gffes, according to the number,
length, and pofition of the ftamens and piftils,
and of thofe c/gffes into Ainds and fpecies, ac-
cording to certain marks of difcrimination, will
ever be found the cleareft and moft convenient
of methods, and fhould therefore be ftudioufly
obferved in the work, which I now fuggeft ; but
I muft be forgiven, if I propofe to reject the
Linnean appellations of the twenty-four c/gffes,
becaufe, although they appear to be Gree#, (and,
if they really were fo, that alone might be
thought a fufficient objection) yet in truth they
are not Greek, nor even formed by analogy to
the language of Grecians; for Polygamos, Mo-
nandros, and the reft of that form, are both
mafculine and feminine ; Polyandria, in the
abftract, never occurs, and Polyandrion means
a publick cemitery ; diwcia and diwcus are not
found in books of authority; nor, if they
were, would they be derived from &7, but from
dia, which would include the #rizcia; let me
add, that the rwelfth and thirteenth clafles are
ill diftinguithed by their appellations, inde-
pendently of other exceptions ta them, fince
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ON THE PLANTS OF INDIA. 5

the real diftin&ion beween them confifts not fo
much in the number of their ftamens, as in the
place, where they are inferted; and that the
Jourteenth and fifteenth are not more accurately
difcriminated by two words formed in defiance
of grammatical analogy, fince there are but
fwo powers, or two diverfities of length, in each
of thofe clafles. Calycopolyandros might, per-
haps, not inaccurately denote a flower of the
twelfth clafs ; but fuch a compound would {till
favour of barbarifm or pedantry; and the beft
way to amend fuch a fyftem of words is to
efface it, and fupply its place by a more fimple
nomenclature, which may eafily be found.
Numerals may be ufed for the elever firft claffes,
the former of two numbers being always ap-
propriated to the famens, and the latter, to the
piftils: thort phrafes, as, on the calyx or calice, in
the receptacle, two long, four long, from one bafe,
from two, or many, bafes, with anthers conneéted,
on the piftils, in two flowers, in two diftinét plants,
mixed, concealed, or the like, will anfwer every
purpofe of difcrimination ; but I do not offer
this as a perfeét fubftitute for the words, which
I condemn. The allegory of fexes and nuptials,
- even if it were complete, ought, I think, to be
difcarded, as unbecoming the gravity of men,
who, while they fearch for truth, have no bufi-
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6 THE DESIGN OF A TREATISE

nefs to inflame their imaginations; and, while
they profefs to give defcriptions, have nothing
to do with metaphors: few paflages in A4hbifia,
the moft impudent book ever compofed by
man, are more wantonly indecent than the
hundred-forty-fixth number of the Botawical
Philofopby, and the broad comment of its grave
author, who dares, like OcTavivus in his epi-
gram, fo fpeak with Roman fimplicity ; nor can
the Linnean defcription of the Arum, and many
other plants, be read in Engliyb without excit-
ing ideas, which the occafion does not require.
Hence it is, that no well-born and well-edu~
cated woman can be advifed to amufe herfelf
with botany, as it is now explained, though a
more elegant and delightful ftudy, or one
more likely to affift and embellith other female
accomplifhments, could not poflibly be recom-
mended.

When the Sanfcrit names of the Indian plants
have been correétly written in a large paper-
book, one page being appropriated to each, the
frefh plants themf{elves, procured in their refpec-
tive feafons, muft be concifely, but accurately,
claffed and defcribed ; after which their feveral
zfes in medicine, diet, or manufactures, may
be colle@ed, with the affiftance of Hindu
phyficians, from the medical books in Sanfcriz,
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ON THE PLANTS OF INDIA. 7

and their accounts either difproved or eftablith~
ed by repeated experiments, as faft as they can
be made with exa&nefs.

By way of example, I annex the defcriptions
of five Indian plants, but am unable, at this
feafon, to re-examine them, and wholly defpair
of leifure to exhibit others, of which I have
colle&ed the names, and moft of which I have
feen in bloflom.

I. MUCHUCUNDA.
Twenty, from One Bafe.

Cal. Five-parted, thick; leaflets, oblong.

Cor. Five petals, oblong.

Stam. From twelve to fifteen, rather long,
fertile ; five fhorter, fterile. In fome flowers,
the unprolifick famens, longer.

Piff.  Style cylindrick.

Peric. A capfule, with five cells, many-
feeded.

Seeds:  Roundifh, comprefled, winged.

Leaves :  Of many different thapes.

Ufes:  'The quality, refrigerant.

One flower, fteeped a whole night in a glafs
of water, forms a cooling mucilage of ufe in
virulent gonorrheeas. The Muchucunda, called
alfo Pichuca, is exquifitely fragrant: its calyx

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108055727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05572-7 - The Works of Sir William Jones: Volume 5
Edited by Lord Teignmouth

Excerpt

More information

8 THE DESIGN OF A TREATISE

is covered with an odoriferous duft; and the
dried flowers in fine powder, taken like fnuff,
are faid, in a Sanfcrit book, almoft inflanta-
neoufly to remove a nervous head-ach.

Note, This plant differs a little from the
Pentapetes of LINNEUS,

II. BILVA or MA'LURA,
Many on the Receptacle, and One.

Cal. Four, or five, cleft, beneath.

Cor. Four, or five, petals ; moftly reflex.

Stam. Forty, to forty-eight, filaments; an-
thers, moftly ered.

Pift.  Germ, roundith; Style, {mooth, fhort;
Stigma, clubbed.

Peric. A {pheroidal berry, very largs;
many-feeded.

Seeds: 'Toward the furface, ovate, in a pel-
lucid mucus.

Leaves: Ternate ; common petiole, long;
leaflets, fubovate ; obtufely notched, with fhort
petioles ; fome almoft lanced.

Stem: Armed with fharp thorns.

Ufes: The fruit nutritious, warm, ca-
thartick ; in tafte, delicious ; in fragrance, ex-
quifite: its aperient and deterfive quality, and
its efficacy in removing habitual coftivenefs,
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ON THE PLANTS OF INDIA. 9

have been proved by conftant experience. The
mucus of the feed is, for fome purpofes, a very
good cement,

Note. ‘This fruit is called Srip’bala, becaufe
it {prang, fay the Indian poets, from the milk
of Sri, the goddefs of abundance, who be-
ftowed it on mankind at the requeft of Iswara,
whence he alone wears a chaplet of Bilva
flowers ; to him only the Hindus offer them;
and, when they fee any of them fallen on the
ground, they take them up with reverence, and
carry them to his temple. From the firft blof-
{om of this plant, that I could infpe&, I had
imagined, that it belonged to the fame clafs
with the Durio, becaufe the filaments ap-
peared to be diftributed in five fets; but in all,
that I have fince examined, they are perfeéily
diftin&.

III. SRINGA'TACA.
Four and One.
Cal. Four cleft, with along peduncle, above.
Cor, Four petals.
Stam., Anthers, kidney-thaped.
Pyi. Germ, roundith; Szyk, long as the
filaments; Stigma, clubbed,
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i0 THE DESIGN OF A TREATISE

Seed : A Nut with four oppofite angles (two
of them fbarp thorns) formed by the Calyx.

Leaves: 'Thofe, which float on the water,
are thomboidal ; the two upper fides unequally
notched, the two lower, right lines. Their
petioles, buoyed up by {pindle-fhaped {pongy
fubftances, not bladders.

Root :  Rnotty, like coral.

Ufes: 'The frefh kernel, in {weetnefs and
delicacy, equals that of the filberd. A mucus,
fecreted by minute glands, covers the wet leaves,
which are confidered as cooling.

Note. Tt feems to be the floating Trapa of
LinNzvs.

IV. PUTI CARAJA.

Ten and one.

Cal. Five-cleft.

Cor. TFive equal petals,

Peric. A thorny legumen ; two feeds.

Leaves :  Oval, pinnated.

Stem:  Armed.

Ufes: 'The {eeds are very bitter, and, per-
haps, tonick ; fince one of them, bruifed and
given in two dofes, will, as the Hindus aflert,
cure an intermittent fever.
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