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A

DISCOURSE, &ec.

GENTLEMEN,

IF I had confulted my competency only, for
the ftation which your choice has conferred
upon me, I muft without hefitation have de-
clined the honour of being the Prefident of this
Society ; and although I moft cheerfully ac-
cept your invitation, with every inclination to
affift, as far as my abilities extend, in pro-
moting the laudable views of your affociation,
I muft ftill retain the confcioufnefs of thofe dif-
qualifications, which you have been pleafed to
overlook.

It was lately our boaft to poflefs a Pre-
fident, whofe name, talents, and chara&er,
would have been honourable to any inftitution ;
it is now our misfortune to lament, that Sir
William Jones exifts, but in the affections of his
friends, and in the efteem, veneration, and regret
of all.

I cannot, I flatter myfelf, offer a more grate-
ful tribute to the Society, than by making his

character the fubject of my firft addrefs to you ;
B 2
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[ iv ]
and if in the delineation of it, fondnefs or affec~
tion for the man fhould appear blended with
my reverence for his genius and abilities, in the
{ympathy of your feelingsI fhail find my apology.

To define with accuracy the variety, value,
and extent of his literary attainments, requires
more learning than I pretend to poflefs, and
I am therefore to folicit your indulgence for
an imperfe@ fketch, rather than expe& your
approbation for a complete defcription of the
talents, and knowledge, of your late and la-
mented Prefident.

I fhall begin with mentioning his wonderful
capacity for the acquifition of languages, which
has never been excelled. In Gree4 and Roman
literature, his early proficiency was the fubje&
of admiration and applaufe; and knowledge,
of whatever nature, once obtained by him, was
ever afterwards progreflive. 'The more elegant
dialects of modern Europe, the French, the
Spanifh, and the Italian, he {poke and wrote
with the greateft fluency and precifion; and
the German and Portuguefe were familiar to
him. Atan early period of life his application
to Oriental literature commenced ; he ftudied
the Hebrew with eafe and fuccefs, and many of
the moft learned 4/iaticks have the candour to
avow, that his nowledge of Arabick and Per-
Jlan was as accurate and extenfive as their own:
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[ v ]

he was alfo converfant in the Turkih idiom,
and the Chinefe had even attralted his notice,
fo far as to induce him to learn the radical
charaters of that language, with a view per-
haps to farther improvements. It was to be
expelted, after his arrival in India, that he
would eagerly embrace the opportunity of
making himfelf mafler of the Sunfcriz; and
the moft enlightened profeffors of the doctrines
of BRauma confefs with pride, delight, and
furprife, that his knowledge of their facred
diale& was moft critically corre¢t and profound.
The Pandits, who were in the habit of attend-
ing him, when I faw them after his death, at a
public Durbar, could neither {fupprefs their tears
for his lofs, nor find terms to exprefs their ad-
miration at the wonderful progrefs he had made
in their {ciences.

Before the expiration of his twenty-fecond
year, he had completed his Commentaries on
the Poetry of the Afiaticks, although a confider-
able time afterwards elapfed before their publi-
cation ; and this work, if no other monument of
his labours exifted, would at once furnifh proofs
of his confummate fkill in the Oriental diale&s,
of his proficiency in thofe of Rome and Greece,
of tafte and erudition far beyond his years, and
of talents and application without example.
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[ vi]

But the judgement of Sir William Jones
was too difcerning to confider language in any
other light than as the key of {cience, and
he would have defpifed the reputation of a
mere linguift. Knowledge and truth, were the
obje& of all his ftudies, and his ambition was
to be ufeful to mankind; with thefe views, he
extended his refearches to all languages, nations,
and times.

Such were the motives that induced him to
propofe to the Government of this country,
what he juftly denominated a work of national
utility and importance, the compilation of a co-
pious digeft of Hindu and Mabommedan Law,
from Sanfcrit and Arabick originals, withan offer
of his fervices to {uperintend the compilation,
and with a promife to tranflate it. He had
forefeen, previous to his departure from Europe,
that without the aid of fuch a work, the wife and
benevolent intentions of the legiflature of Great
Britain, in leaving, to a certain extent, the na-
tives of thefe provinces in pofleflion of their
own laws, could not be completely fulfilled;
and his experience, after a fhort refidence in
India, confirmed what his fagacity had antici-
pated, that without principles to refer to, in a
language familiar to the judges of the courts,
adjudications amongft the natives muft too
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vii ]
often be fubjet to an uncertain and erroneous
expofition, or wilful mifinterpretation of theit
laws.

To the fuperintendance of this work, which
was immediately undertaken at his fuggeftion,
he affiduoufly devoted thofe hours which he
could fpare from his profeflional duties. After
tracing the plan of the digeft, he prelcribed
its arrangement and mode of execution, and
felected from the moft learned Hindus and
Mabommedans fit perfons for the tatk of com-
piling it ; flattered by his attention, and en-
couraged by his applaufe, the Pandits profe-
cuted their labours with cheerful zeal, to a
fatisfactory conclufion. The Mo/avees have alfo
nearly finifhed their portion of the work, but we
muft ever regret, that the promifed tranflation,
as well as the meditated preliminary differtation,
have been fruftrated by that decree, which fo
often intercepts the performance of human
purpofes.

During the courfe of this compilation, and
as auxiliary to it, he was led to ftudy the
works of MENU, reputed by the Hindus to be
the oldeft, and holieft of legiflatures ; and find-
ing them to comprize a {yftem of religious and
civil duties, and of law in all its branches, fo
comprehenfive and minutely exad, that it might
be confidered as the Inftitutes of Hindu law, he
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viii ]

prefented a tranflation of them to the Govern-
ment of Bengal. During the fame period,
deeming no labour exceflive or {uperfluous that
tended, in any refpe&, to promote the welfare
or happinefs of mankind, he gave the public an
Englifb verfion of the Arabick text of the SIR A-
JIYAH, or Mabommedan Law of Inheritance,
witha Commentary. He had already publifhed
in England, a tranflation of a Tra& on the fame
fubje&, by another Mabommedan Lawyer, con-
taining, as his own words exprefs, “ a lively
and elegant epitome of the law of Inheritance,
according to ZA1p.”

To thefe learned and important works, fo
far out of the road of amufement, nothing
could have engaged his application, but that
defire which he ever profefled, of rendering his
knowledge ufeful to his nation, and beneficial to
the inhabitants of thefe provinces.

Without attending to the chronological order
of their publication, I fhall briefly recapitulate
his other performances in Afatick Literature, as
far as my knowledge and recolletion of them
extend.

The vanity and petulance of ANQUETIL DU
PERRON, with his illiberal refleGions on fome
of the learned members of the Univerfity of
Oxford, extorted from him a letter, in the French
language, which has been admired for accurate
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[ ix ]

criticifm, juft fatire, and elegant compofition.
A regard for the literary reputation of his coun-
try, induced him to tranflate, from a Perfian
original into French, the life of NaDIR SHAH,
that it might not be carried out of England, with
a refletion, that no perfon had been found in
the Britith dominions capable of tranflating
it. The ftudents of Perfian literature muft
ever be grateful to him, for a grammar of
that language, in which he has fhown the
poffibility of combining tafte, and elegance,
with the precifion of a grammarian; and
every admirer of Arabick poetry, muft ac-
knowledge his obligations to him, for an
Englifh verfion of the feven celebrated poems, fo
well known by the name of Moallakat, from
the diftinGtion to which their excellence had
entitted them, of being fufpended in the
temple of Mecca: 1 fhould fcarcely think it of
importance to mention, that he did not difdain
the office of Editor of a Sanfcriz and Perfian
work, if it did not afford me an opportunity
of adding, that the latter was publifthed at his
own expence, and was fold for the benefit of
infolvent debtors. A fimilar application was
made of the produce of the S1RAjIYAH.

Of his lighter productions, the elegant
amufements of his leifure hours, comprehend-
ing hymns on the Hirdnu mytholegy, poems
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[ x 1
confifting chiefly of tranflations from the
Afiatick languages, and the verfion of Sacon-
TALA, an ancient Indian drama, it would be
unbecoming to fpeak in a ftyle of importance
which he did not himfelf annex to them. They
thow the a&ivity of a vigorous mind, its ferti-
lity, its genius, and its tafte. Nor fhall I parti-
cularly dwell on the difcourfes addreffed to this
Society, which we have all perufed or heard,
or on the other learned and interefting differta-
tions, which form fo large, and valuable a por-
tion of the records of our Refearches; let us
lament, that the fpirit which diétated them
is to us extin&, and that the voice to which
we liftened with improvement, and rapture,
will be heard by us no more.

But I cannot pafs over a paper, which has
fallen into my pofleflion fince his demife, in
the hand-writing of Sir William Jones him-
felf, entitled DESIDERATA, as more expla-
natory than any thing I can fay, of the
comprehenfive views of his enlightened mind.
It contains, as a perufal of it will thow, what-
ever is moft curious, important, and attainable
in the {ciences and hiftories of India, Arabia,
China, and Tartary; fubje&s, which he had
already moft amply difcufled in the difqui-
fitions which he laid before the Society.
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[ xi ]

DESIDERATA.

INDIA.

1.—The Ancient Geography of India, &c.
from the Puranas.

2.—A Botanical Defcription of Indian Plants,
from the Cofhas, &c.

3.—A Grammar of the Sanfcrit Language,
from Panini, &ec.

4.—A Dicionary of the Sanfcrit Language,
from thirty-two original Vocabularies and
Nirué&ti.

§.—On the Ancient Mufic of the Indians.

6.—~On the Medical Subftances of India,
and the Indian Art of Medicine.

7.—On the Philofophy of the Ancient In-
dians.

8.—ATranflation of the Veda.

9.—On Ancient Indian Geometry, Aftro-
nomy, and Algebra.

10.—A Tranflation of the Puranas.

11.—A Tranflation of the Mahabbarat and
Ramayan.

12.—On the Indian Theatre, &ec. &c. &c.

13.—On the Indian Conftellations, with their
Mythology, from the Puranas.

14.—The Hiftory of India before the Ma-
hommedan conqueft, from the Sanfcrit-Cathmir

Hiftories.
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ARABIA.
15.—The Hiftoty of Arabia before Ma-
hommed.
16.—A Tranflation of the Hamafa.
17.—A Tranflation of Hariri.
18.—A Tranflation of the Facahatul Khu-
lafa.
Of the Cafiah.
PERSIA.

19.—The Hiftory of Perfia from Authorities
in Sanferit, Arabick, Greek, Turkifh, Perfian,
ancient and modern.
Firdaufi’s Khofrau nama.
20.—The five Poems of Nizami, tranflated in
profe.
A Dicionary of pure Perfian. Je-
hangire.

CHINA.

21.—A Tranflation of the Shi-king.
22.—The text of Can-fu-tfu verbally tranf-
lated.

TARTARY.
23.—A Hiftory of the Tartar Nations,

chiefly of the Moguls and Othmans, from the
Turkifh and Perfian.
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[ xiii ]

‘WEe are not authorifed to conclude, that he
had himfelf formed a determination to complete
the works which his genius and knowledge had
thus fketched ; the tatk feems to require a period,
beyond the probable duration of any human life ;
but we, who had the happinefs to know Sir
William Jones, who were witnefles of his inde-
fatigable perfeverance in the purfuit of know-
ledge, and of his ardour to accomplifh whatever
he deemed important; who faw the extent of
his intelleCtual powers, his wonderful attain-
ments in literature and {cience, and the faci-
lity with which all his compofitions were made,
cannot doubt, if it had pleafed Providence to
protract the date of his exiftence, that he would
have ably executed much, of what he had fo
extenfively planned.

I have hitherto principally confined my
difcourfe to the purfuits of our late Prefident
in Oriental literature, which, from their extent,
might appear to have occupied all his time;
but they neither precluded his attention to pro-
feflional ftudies, nor to fcience in general:
amongft his publications in Europe, in polite
literature, exclufive of various compofitions in
profe and verfe, I find a tranflation of the
fpeeches of Iszus, with a learned ¢ mment ;
and, in law, an Efflay on the Law of Bailments:
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[ xiv ]

upon the fubje of this laft work, I cannot
deny myfelf the gratification of quoting the fen-
timents of a celebrated hiftorian : ¢ Sir William
¢ Jones has given an ingenious and rational
“ eflay on the law of Bailments. He is per-
“ haps the only lawyer equally converfant with
“ the year books of #eftmsnfler, the commen-
“taries of ULpran, the Attic pleadings of
“Iszkus, and the fentences of Arabian and
“ Perfian Cadhis.”

His profeflional ftudies did not commence
before his twenty-fecond year, and I have his
own authority for afferting, that the firft book
of Englifb jurifprudence which he ever ftudied,
was ForTEscUE’s effay in praife of the laws
of England.

Of the ability and confcientious integrity,
with which he difcharged the fun&ions of a
Magiftrate, and the duties of a Judge of the
Supreme Court of Judicature in this fettlement,
the public voice and public regret bear ample
and merited teftimony. The fame penetration
which marked his fcientific refearches, diftin-
guithed his legal inveftigations and decifions ;
and he deemed no inquiries burthenfome, which
had for their obje& fubftantial juftice under the
rules of law.

His addrefles to the jurors, are notlefs dif~
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tinguithed for philanthropy, and liberality of
{entiment, than for juft expofitions of the law,
perfpicuity, and elegance of diftion; and his
oratory was as captivating as his arguments were
convincing.

In an epilogue to his commentaries on Afiatick
poetry, he bids farewell to polite literature,
without relinquifhing his affection for it; and
concludes with an intimation of his intention to
ftudy law, exprefled in a with, which we now
know to have been prophetic.

Mibhi fit, oro, non inutilis toga,
Nec indiferta lingua, nec turpis manus !

I have already enumerated attainments and
works, which, from their diverfity and extent,
feem far beyond the capacity of the moft en-
larged minds ; but the catalogue may yet be
augmented. To a proficiency in the languages of
Greecey Rome, and Asia, he added the knowledge
of the philofophy of thofe countries, and of every
thing curious and valuable that had beentaught in
them. The do&rines of the Academy, the Lyceum,
or the Portico, were not more familiar to him
than the tenets of the Pedus, the myfticifm of
the Sufis, or thereligion of the ancient Perfians ;
and whilft with a kindred genius he perufed with
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rapture the heroic, lyric, or moral compofitions,
of the moft renowned poets of Greece, Rome,
and 4/ia, he could turn with equal delight and
knowledge, to the fublime fpeculations, or ma-
thematical calculations, of BARRow and NEw-
ToN. With them alfo, he profefled his con-
viction of the truth of the Chriffzan religion,
and he juftly deemed it no inconfiderable ad-
vantage, that his refearches had corroborated the
multiplied evidence of revelation, by confirming
the Mofaick account of the primitive world. We
all recolle&, and can refer to, the following fen-
timents in his eighth anniverfary difcourfe.

“ Theological inquiries are no part of my
« prefent fubje&t; but I cannot refrain from
“ adding, that the colleion of trafts, which
“ we call from their excellence the Scriptures,
¢ contain, independently of a divine origin,
“ more true {ublimity, more exquifite beauty,
‘ purer morality, more important hiftory, and
“ finer ftrains both of poetry and eloquence,
“than could be colleCted within the fame
‘“ compafs from all other books, that were
“ever compofed in any age, or in any
“jidiom. The two parts, of which the
“ Scriptures confift, are conne&ed by a chain
 of compofitions, which bear no refemblance
“in form or ftyle to any that can be produced
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¢ from the ftores of Grecian, Indian, Perfian, ot
“ even Arabian learning; the antiquity of thofe
“ compofitions no man doubts, and the un-
¢ ftrained application of them to events long fub-
“ fequent to their publication, is a folid ground
“ of belief, that they were genuine predictions,
“ and confequently infpired.”

There were in truth few fciences, in which
he had not acquired confiderable proficiency;
in moft, his knowledge was profound. The
theory of mufic was familiar to him; nor had
he negleted to make himfelf acquainted with
the interefting difcoveries lately made in chy-
miftry ; and I have heard him affert, that his
admira.on of the ftructure of the human frame,
had induced him to attend fora feafon to a courfe
of anatomical le¢tures delivered by his friend, the
celebrated HuNTER.

His laft and favourite purfuit, was the ftudy
of Botany, which he originally began under the
confinement of a fevere and lingering diforder,
which with moft minds, would have proved a
difqualification from any application. It confti-
tuted the principal amufement of his leifure
hours. In the arrangements of LinNz£EUs he
difcovered fyftem, truth, and fcience, which
never failed to captivate and engage his atten-
tion; and from the proofs which he has

VOL. I. c
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exhibited of his progrefs in Bofany, we may
conclude that he would have extended his dif-
coveries in that fcience. The laft compofition
which he read in this Society, was a defcription
of fele& Indian plants, and I hope his Executors
will allow us to fulfil his intention of publifhing
it, as a number in our Refearches.

It cannot be deemed ufelefs or fuperfluous
to inquire, by what arts or method he was
enabled to attain to a degree of knowledge
almoft univerfal, and apparently beyond the
powers of man, during a life little exceeding
forty-feven years.

The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous,
were improved by conftant exercife; and his
memory, by habitual practice, had acquired a
capacity of retaining whatever had once been
imprefled upon it. To an unextinguifhed ardour
for univerfal knowledge, he joined a perfe-
verance in the purfuit of it, which fubdued all
obftacles ; his ftudies began with the dawn, and
during the intermiffions of profeflional duties,
were continued throughout the day ; refle&ion
and meditation ftrengthened and confirmed
what induftry and inveftigation had accumu-
lated. It was a fixed principle with him, from
which he never voluntarily deviated, not to be
deterred by any difficulties that were fur-
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mountable, from profecuting to a fuccefsful
termination, what he had once deliberately
undertaken.

But what appears to me more particularly to
have enabled him to employ his talents fo much
to his own and the public advantage, was
the regular allotment of his time to particular
occupations, and a fcrupulous adherence to the
diftribution which he had fixed ; hence, all his
ftudies were purfued without interruption or
confufion : nor can I here omit remarking, what
may probably have attrated your obfervation
as well as mine, the candour and complacency
with which he gave his attention to all perfons,
of whatfoever quality, talents, or education ; he
juftly concluded, that curious or important in-
formation, might be gained even from the illi-
terate ; and wherever it was to be obtained, he
fought and feized it.

Of the private and focial virtues of our
lamented Prefident, our hearts are the beft
records; to you, who knew him, it cannot
be neceflary for me to expatiate on the in-
dependence of his integrity, his humanity,
probity, or benevolence, which every living
creature participated ; on the affability of his
converfation and manners, or his modeft un-
afluming deportment: nor need I remark, that
he was totally free from pedantry, as well as

c2
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from arrogance and felf-fufficiency, which fome
times accompany and difgrace the greateft abi-
lities; his prefence was the delight of every
fociety, which his converfation exhilarated and
improved ; and the public have not only to
lament the lofs of his talents and abilities, but
that of his example.

To him, as the founder of our Inftitution,
and whillt he lived, its firmeft fupport, our
reverence is more particularly due; inftructed,
animated, and encouraged by him, genius was
called forth into exertion, and modeft merit
was excited to diftinguifh itfelf. Anxious for
the reputation of the Society, he was indefatiga-
ble in his own endeavours to promote it, whilft
he cheerfully aflifted thofe of others. In lofing
him, we have not only been deprived of our
brighteft ornament, but of a guide and patron,
on whofe inftruions, judgment, and candour,
we could implicitly rely.

But it will, I truft, be long, very long, before
the remembrance of his virtues, his genius, and
abilities, lofe that influence over the members of
this Society, which his living example had
maintained ; and if previous to his demife he
had been afked, by what pofthumous honours
or attentions we could beft thow our refpe&t
for his memory ? I may venture to affert he
would have replied, ¢ By exerting yourfelves
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