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MEMOIRS

OoF TUL
LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE,

or

SIR WILLIAM JONES.

SIR WILLIAM JONES embarked for In-
dia in the Crocodile frigate; and in April
1783, left his native country, to which he
was never to return, with the unavailing re-
gret and affeGtionate wifhes of his numerous
friends and admirers.

As to himfelf, the melancholy impreflions
which he could not but feel on fuch an occa-
fion, were alleviated by various confidera-
tions. The expeltations of five years were
now accomplifhed in the attainment of his
wifhes; he anticipated the utility of his offi-

cial labours to the public, and the occupation
Life—V. 1L B
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{o peculiarly delightful to him, of inveftigat-

ing unexplored mines of literature. Sir
William Jones was now in his thirty-feventh
year, in the full vigour of his faculties, and
he looked forward with ‘ardour to the plea-
fures and advantages arifing from his fitua-
tion in India, without any apprehenfion that
the climate of that country would prove
hoftile to his conftitution. A difference of
opinion on great political queftions, without
diminifhing his regard for his friends, had
narrowed his habits of intercourfe with fome
whom he fincerely efteemed, and he felt
therefore the lefs regret in quitting thofe
whofe principles he wifhed to approve, but
from whom, an adherence to his own fre-
quently compelled him to diffent. He re-
fleted with pleafure on the independency of
his ftation, that the line of duty, which it
prefcribed, was ftrait and defined, and in
leaving his native country, for which he re-
tained the warmeft affeCtion, he was not forry
to abandon all political cares and difcuffions.
But his greateft confolation and enjoyment

were derived from the fociety of Lady Jones.
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To thofe who are deftitute of internal re-
fources, whofe habits have led them to feek
for amufement in the mifcellaneous occur-
rences and topics of the day only, a fea
voyage is a period of fatigue, languor, and
anxiety. To Sir William Jones every new
fcene was interefting, and his mind, exer-
cifed by inceflant ftudy and reflettion, pof-
fefled an inexhauftible fund of fubjects; which
he could at pleafure fele& and apply to the
purpofes of recreation and improvement, but
his application during his voyage was more
particularly direGted to thofe ftudies, by which
he was to enlarge the requifite qualifications
for difcharging the duties of his public fta-
tion, with fatisfaGion to himfelf, and benefit
to the community*,

* The following memorandum was written by Sir

‘William Jones during his voyage.

Objects of Enquiry during my residence in Asia.
. The Laws of the Hindus and Mohammedans.
. The History of the Ancient World.
. Proofs and Illustrations of Scripture.
Traditions concerning the Deluge, &c.
. Modern Politics and Geography of Hindustan.
. Best Mode of governing Bengal.

B 2
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The following fhort letter to Lord Afh-

burton, written a few weeks after his em-

7.

8,

S.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

1.

4‘

5.

6‘

Arithmetic and Geometry, and mixed Sciences of
the Asiatics.
Medicine, Chemistry, Surgery, and Anatomy of
the Indians.
Natural Productions of India.
Poetry, Rhetoric, and Morality of Asia.
Music of the Eastern Nations.
The Shi-King, or 300 Chinese Odes.
The best accounts of Tibet and Cashmir,
Trade, Manufactures, Agriculture, and Commerce
of India.
Mogul Constitution, contained in the Defteri
Alemghiri, and Ayein Acbari.
Mahratta Constitution.
To print and publish the Gospel of St. Luke in
Arabic.
To publish Law Tracts in Persian or Arabic.
To print and publish the Psalms of David in Per-
sian Verse.
To compose, if God grant me Life,
Elements of the Laws of England.
Model—The Essay on Bailment—Aristotle.
The History of the American War.
Model—Thucydides and Polybius.
Britain discovered, an Heroic Poem on the Consti-
tution of England. Machinery. Hindu Gods.
Model—Homer.
Speeches, Political and Forensic.

Model—Demosthenes.
Dialogues, Philosophical and Historical.
Model—Plato.
Lettets. Model—Demosthenes and Plato.

132th July, 1788. Crocodile Frigate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108055697
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05569-7 - The Works of Sir William Jones: Volume 2: Memoirs of
the Life, Writings and Correspondence of Sir William Jones 2

Edited by Lord Teignmouth

Excerpt

More information

5

barkation, may not be unacceptable to the
reader:

Sir WILLTAM JONES to Lord ASH-
BURTON.

April 27, 1783.

Your kind letter found me on
board the Crocodile: I fhould have been
very unhappy had it miffed me, fince I have
long habituated myfelf to fet the higheft
value on every word you fpeak, and every
line you write. Of the two inclofed letters
to our friends, Impey and Chambers, I will
take the greateft care, and will punctually
follow your diretions as to the firft of
them. My departure was fudden indeed;
but the Admiralty were fo anxious for the
failing of this frigate, and their orders were
fo peremptory, that it was impoffible to
‘wait for any thing but a breeze. Our
voyage has hitherto been tolerably pleafant,
and, fince we left the Channel, very quick.
We begin to fee albicores about the fhip,
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and to perceive an agreeable change of cli-
mate. Our days, though fhort, give me
ample time for ftudy, recreation, and exer-
cife; but my joy and delight proceed from
the furprifing health and fpirits of Anna
Maria, who joins me in affe®tionate remem-
brance to Lady Afhburton. As to you, my
dear Lord, we confider you as the fpring
and fountain of our happinefs, as the author
and parent, (2 Roman would have added,
what the coldnefs of our northern language
will hardly admit) the god of our fortunes.
It is poffible indeed, that by inceffant labour
and irkfome attendance at the bar, I might
in due time have attained all that my very
limited ambition cauld afpire to; but in no
other flation than that which I owe to your
friendthip, could I have gratified at once my
boundlefs curiofity concerning the people of
the Eaft, continued the exercife of my pro-
feflion, in which I fincerely delight, and en-
joyed at the fame time the comforts of do-
meftic life. The grand jury of Denbigh-
fhire, have found, I underftand, the bill
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againft the Dean of St. Afaph, for publifh-
ing my dialogue; but as an indi@ment for
a theoretical effay on government was I be-
lieve never before known, I have no appre-
henfion for the confequences. As to the
do&rines in the tra&, though I fhall certainly
not preach them to the Indians, who muft
and will be governed by abfolute power, yet
I fhall go through life with a perfuafion, that
they are juft and rational, that fubftantial
freedom is both the daughter and parent of
virtue, and that virtue is the only fource of
public and private felicity. Farewell.
L T

In the courfe of the voyage he ftopped
at Madeira, and, in ten additional weeks of
profperous failing from the rugged iflands of
Cape Verd, arrived at Hinzuan or Joanna.
Of this ifland, where he remained a few
days only, he has publifhed an interefting
and amufing defcription. He expatiates with
rapture on his approach to it, delineates with
the fkill of an artift the beauties of the fcene-
ry, and fketches with the difcriminating pen
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of a philofopher, the characters and manners
of the unpolithed but hofpitable natives. The
novelty of the fcene was attrative, and its
impreflion upon his mind is ftrongly marked
by the following juft and elegant refletion,
which in fubftance is more than once re-
peated in his writings :— If life were not
“ too fhort for the complete difcharge of all
“ our refpeitive duties, public and private,
“ and for the acquifition even of neceflary
¢ knowledge in any degree of perfetion,
“ with how much pleafure and improve-
“ ment might a great part of it be {pent in
“ admiring the beauties of this wonderful
“ orb, and contemplating the nature of man
“ in all its varieties*!”

But it would be injuftice to his memory,
to pafs over without particular notice, the
fenfible and dignified rebuke, with which he
repelled the rude attack of Muflulman bi-
gotry on the divinity of our Saviour. Dur-
ing a vifit which he made to a native of the
ifland, a Coran was produced for his infpec-

* Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. iv. p. 274.
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tion, and his attention was pointedly di-
rected to a paffage in a commentary accufing
the Chriftians of blafphemy, in calling our
Saviour the Son of God. ¢ The commen-
‘ tator (he replied) was much to blame for
« pafling fo indifcriminate and hafty a cen-
“« fure; the title which gave your legiflator,
« and which gives you fuch offence, was
“ often applied in Judea by a bold figure,
‘¢ agreeably to the Hebrew idiom, though
“ unufual in Arabic, to angels, to holy men,
‘ and even to a// mankind, who are com-
“ manded to call God their father; and in
“ this large fenfe, the Apoftle to the Romans
¢ calls the ele& the children of God, and
‘ the M efliah the fir# born among many bre-
‘ thren ; but the words only begotten are ap-
¢ plied tranfcendantly and incomparably to
¢“ him alone; and as for me, who believe
¢ the Scriptures which you alfo profefs to
“ believe, though you affert without proof
¢ that we have altered them, I cannot refufe
“ him an appellation, though far furpafling
“ our reafon, by which he is diftinguithed
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“ in the Gofpel; and the believers in Mo.

“ hammed, who exprefsly names him the
“ Mefliah, and pronounces him to have
“ been born of a virgin (which alone might
“ fully juftify the phrafe condemned by this
¢ author) are themfelves condemnable, for
“ cavilling at words, when they cannot ob-
“ je€t to the fubftance of our faith, con-
“ fiftently with their own*.”

This quotation affords a decifive proof of
the belief of Sir William Jones, in the fub-
lime do&rines of the Chriftian religion. Had
he been an infidel, he would have {miled at
the fcoffs of Muffulman bigotry; and had
he been indifferent to his faith, he would
have been filent on an occafion, where he
could expeét neither candour nor conceffions
from his antagonifts. Indeed he was well
aware, that a religious difpute with thofe
zealots, would have been fruitlefs and unfea-
fonable, and might have been dangerous; but,
as it was inconfiftent with his principles, to

difavow or conceal what he firmly believed
* Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. iv. p. 269.
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