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MEMOIRS

OF THE

LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE,

OF

SIR WILLIAM JONES.

THE origin of the family of Sir WirLLram
JoNEs on the maternal fide, has been traced,
by the induftry of Lewis Morris, a learned
Britith antiquary, to the ancient Princes and
Chieftains of North Wales. 'With whatever
delight, however, the Cambrian genealogift
might purfue the line of his anceftry, a bar-
ren catalogue of uncouth names would fur-
nith no entertainment to the reader. I fhall
only tranfcribe from the lift a fingle and
remarkable name in one of the collateral
branches, that of William o Dregaian, who

died in one thoufand five hundred and eighty
Life—V. L. B
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one, at the age of one hundred and five
years; with the note annexed to it, that by
three wives he had thirty-fix children, feven
more by two concubines, and that eighty of
his iffue, during his life, were living in the
parith of Tregaian, in Anglefey.

But I infert, without apology for the anti-
cipation, a letter addrefled by Mr. Morris to
the father of Sir William Jones, as an inter-
efting memorial of an ancient cuftom which
is daily falling into difufe, and a pleafing
fpecimen of the mind and talents of the

writer.

To Wirriam JonEes, Efquire.
SiRr; January 1, 1748.
It was a cuftom among the Ancient
Britons (and ftill retained in Anglefey) for
the moft knowing among them in the de-
{cent of families, to fend their friends of the
fame ftock or family, 2 dydd calan Ionawr o
calennig, a prefent of their pedigree; which
was in order, I prefume, to keep up a friend-

fhip among relations, which thefe people
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preferved furprifingly, and do to this day

among the meaneft of them, to the fixth and
feventh degree.

Some writers take notice that the Gauls
alfo were noted for this affeCtion and regard
for their own people, though ever fo diftantly
related. Thefe things, to be fure, are trifles:
but all other things in the world are trifles
too.

I take men’s bodies in the fame fenfe as I
take vegetables. Young trees propagated by
feed or grafts, from a good old tree, certainly
owe fome regard to their primitive ftock,
provided trees could a&t and think; and as
for my part, the very thought of thofe brave
people, who ftruggled {o long with a fuperior
power for their liberty, infpires me with fuch
an idea of them, that I almoft adore their
memories. Therefore, to keep up that old
laudable cuftom, I herewith fend you a ca-
lennig of the fame kind as that above men-
tioned ; which I defire you will accept of.

I have reafon to know, it is founded on
good authority; for both my father and mo-

B2
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ther were related to your mother, and came
from the fame ftock mentioned in the in-
clofed ; which is the reafon I am fo well ac-
quainted with your mother’s defcent; and on
the fame account, till further enquiry, an
utter ftranger to your father’s family.

As you were young when you left the
country, it cannot be fuppofed that you could
know much of thefe things. I have had too
much time there; I wifth I had not; for I
might have applied it to better ufe than I have.
If this gives you any pleafure, I fhall be glad
of it; if not, commit it to the flames: and
believe me to be, with truth and {incerity, &e.

LEwis MoORRIs..

Leaving the genealogical fplendour of the
family of Sir William Jones to the contempla-
tion of the antiquary, it may be remarked
with pleafure, that its lateft defcendants have
a claim to reputation, founded upon the ho-
nourable and unambiguous teftimony of per-
fonal merit. His father was the celebrated

philofopher and mathematician who fo emi-
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nently diftinguifhed himf{elf in the commence-
ment of the laft century: and a fhort, but
more accurate fketch of his life than has hi-
therto appeared, which I am enabled to give
from the authority of his {fon, may be accept-
able to the lovers of {cience.

Mr. William Jones was born in the year
1680, in Anglefey; his parents were yeomen,
or little farmers, on that ifland ; and he there
received the beft education which they were
able to afford: but the induftrious exertion
of vigorous intelletual powers, fupplied the
defe@s of inadequate inftru&ion, and laid the
foundation of his future fame and fortune.
From his earlieft years, Mr. Jones difcovered
a propenfity to mathematical ftudies, and,
having cultivated them with afliduity, he be-
gan his career in life, by teaching mathema-
tics on-board a man of war: and in this {itu-
ation he attraCted the notice, and obtained
the friendthip, of Lord Anfon. In his
twenty-fecond year, Mr. Jones publifhed a
Treatife on the Art of Navigation; which was

received with great approbation. He was
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prefent at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and,
having joined his comrades in queft of pil-
lage, he eagerly fixed upon a bookfeller’s
thop as the obje&t of his depredation; but
finding in it no literary treafures, which were
the fole plunder that he coveted, he content-
ed himfelf with a pair of fciffars, which he
frequently exhibited to his friends as a trophy
of his military fuccefs, relating the anecdote
by which he gained it. He returned with
the fleet to England, and immediately after-
wards eftablifhed himfeif as a teacher of ma-
thematics, in London ; where, at the age of
twenty-fix, he publithed his Synopfis palma-
riorum Mathefeos; a decifive proof of his

early and confummate proficiency in his fa-

vourite {cience.

The private charalter of Mr. Jones was
refpetable, his manners were agreeable and
inviting; and thefe qualities not only contri-
buted to enlarge the circle of his friends,
whom his eftablifhed reputation for science
had attrated, but alfo to fecure their attach-

ment to him,
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Amongft others who honoured him with
their efteem, I am authorized to mention the
great and virtuous Lord Hardwicke. Mr.
Jones attended him as a companion on the
circuit when he was chief juftice; and this
nobleman, when he afterwards held the great
feal, availed himfelf of the opportunity to
teftify his regard for the merit and chara&er
of his friend, by conferring upon him the
office of fecretary for the peace. He was alfo
introduced to the friendfhip of Lord Parker
(afterwards prefident of the Royal Society),
which terminated only with his death; and,
amongft other diftinguifhed charaers in the
annals of {cience and literature, the names of
Sir Ifaac Newton, Halley, Mead, and Samuel
Johnfon, may be enumerated as the intimate
friends of Mr. Jones. By Sir Ifaac Newton,
he was treated with particular regard and
confidence, and prepared, with his aflent, the
very elegant edition of {mall tra®s on the
higher mathematics, in a mode which ob-
tained the approbation, and increafed the

efteem, of the author for him.
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After the retirement of Lord Macclesfield
to Sherborpe Caftle, Mr. Jones refided with
his lordfhip as a member of his family, and
inftru&ted him in the fciences. In this fitu-
ation, he had the misfortune to lofe the
greateft part of his property, the accumulation
of induftry and economy, by the failure of a
banker: but the friendfhip of Lord Maccles~
field diminjfhed the weight of the lofs, by
procuring for him a finecure place of confi-
derable emolument. The fame nobleman,
who was then Teller of the Exchequer, made
him an offer of a more lucrative fituation;
but he declined the acceptance of it, as it
would have impofed on him the obligation of
more official attendance, than was agreeable
to his temper, or compatible with his attach-
ment to fcientific purfuits.

In this retreat, he became acquainted with
Mifs Mary Nix, the youngeft daughter of
George Nix, a cabinet-maker in London,
who, although of low extra&ion, had raifed
himfelf to eminence in his profeffion, and,

from the honeft and pleafant franknefs of
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his converfation, was admitted to the tables
of the great, and to the intimacy of Lord
Macclesfield. The acquaintance of Mr.
Jones with Mifs Nix, terminated in mar-
riage; and, from this union, fprang three
children, the laft of whom, the late Sir
William Jones, was born in London, on the
eve of the festival of Saint Michael, in the
year 1746; and a few days after his birth
was baptized by the chriftian name of his
father. The firft fon, George, died in his
infancy; and the fecond child, a daughter,
Mary, who was born in 1736, married Mr.
Rainsford, a merchant retired from bufinefs
in opulent circumftances. This lady perifh-
ed miferably, during the year 1802, in con-
fequence of an accident from her clothes
catching fire.

Mr. Jones furvived the birth of his fon
William but three years; he was attacked
with a diforder, which the fagacity of Dr.
Mead, who attended him with the anxiety of
an affeCtionate friend, immediately difcover-

ed to be a polypus in the heart, and wholly
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incurable. This alarming fecret was com-
municated to Mrs. Jones, who, from an af-
feGionate but miftaken motive, could never
be induced to difcover it to her hufband; and,
on one occafion, difplayed a remarkable in-
fiance of felf-command and addrefs in the
concealment of it.

A well-meaning friend, who knew his
dangerous fituation, had written to him a
Iong letter of condolence, replete with phi-
TIofophic axioms on the brevity of life; Mrs.
Jones, who opened the letter, difcovered the
purport of it at a glance, and, being defired
by her hufband to read it, compofed in the
moment. another leGure fo clearly and ra-
pidly, that he had no fufpicion of the decep-
tion ; and this fthe did in a ftyle fo cheerful
and entertaining, that it greatly exhilarated
him. Hec died foon after, in July 1749,
leaving behind him a great reputation and
modcrate property.

The hiftory of men of letters is too often
a melancholy detail of human mifery, exhi-

biting the unavailing ftruggles of genius and
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