
Perspectives from the Royal Asiatic Society
A long-standing European fascination with Asia, from the Middle East to 
China and Japan, came more sharply into focus during the early modern 
period, as voyages of exploration gave rise to commercial enterprises such 
as the East India companies, and their attendant colonial activities. This 
series is a collaborative venture between the Cambridge Library Collection 
and the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, founded in 1823. 
The series reissues works from the Royal Asiatic Society’s extensive library 
of rare books and sponsored publications that shed light on eighteenth- 
and nineteenth-century European responses to the cultures of the Middle 
East and Asia. The selection covers Asian languages, literature, religions, 
philosophy, historiography, law, mathematics and science, as studied and 
translated by Europeans and presented for Western readers.

The Dervishes
An American diplomat and self-taught scholar of the history and languages 
of the Islamic world, John Porter Brown (1814–72) published in 1868 this 
illustrated account of the Dervish orders of the Near East. Assisted closely 
by followers of this Sufi ascetic path while in Constantinople, Brown 
based his research on original Turkish, Arabic and Persian manuscripts. 
The work also includes extracts from other scholarly works on Dervish 
history, fleshing out this engaging introduction to a devout way of life and 
the philosophy underpinning it. As a Freemason, Brown was struck by the 
relationship between some Masonic and Dervish tenets, and he highlights 
parallels between the Christian and Islamic faiths in order to forge a better 
understanding of the traditions and beliefs of the people of the Near East 
for the benefit of Western readers.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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