
Art and Architecture
From the middle of the eighteenth century, with the growth of travel at home and 
abroad and the increase in leisure for the wealthier classes, the arts became the 
subject of more widespread appreciation and discussion. The rapid expansion of 
book and periodical publishing in this area both reflected and encouraged interest 
in art and art history among the wider reading public. This series throws light on 
the development of visual culture and aesthetics.  It covers topics from the Grand 
Tour to the great exhibitions of the nineteenth century, and includes art criticism 
and biography.

A Treatise on the Decorative Part of Civil Architecture
Sir William Chambers (1722–96), architect and furniture designer, wished to 
further his career in the 1750s by publishing on architecture. He also became 
the Prince of Wales’ architectural tutor, architect to the office of works, then 
head of the royal works (comptroller and surveyor-general from 1782). Notably, 
he remodelled Buckingham House (1762–73) and designed Somerset House 
(1775–96), but Chambers’ reputation rests also on his Treatise on Civil Architecture 
(1759), which he revised and expanded in 1791 as A Treatise on the Decorative Part 
of Civil Architecture. It is regarded as one of the standard English texts on classical 
architecture, and remains essential reading. This reissue is of the two-volume 
edition of 1825, annotated by the architect and writer Joseph Gwilt (1784–1863). 
Volume 1 contains Gwilt’s prefatory material, including an analysis of Grecian 
architecture’s development, followed by Chambers’ systematic treatment of the 
orders of architecture.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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