
British and Irish History, Nineteenth Century
This series comprises contemporary or near-contemporary accounts of 
the political, economic and social history of the British Isles during the 
nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and 
trade, labour relations and the women’s movement, developments in 
education and social welfare, religious emancipation, the justice system, 
and special events including the Great Exhibition of 1851.

The Life of Mrs Jordan
The actress Dorothy Jordan (1761–1816), contemporary of Sarah Siddons, 
was born in London, one of nine children. Her reputation as the greatest 
comic actress of her time was secured upon joining Sheridan’s company at 
Drury Lane in 1785. Remembered particularly for cross-dressing roles such 
as Rosalind in As You Like It and Viola in Twelfth Night, she brought great 
charm and spontaneity to her interpretations. Her life off-stage was equally 
colourful, and she was for over twenty years the lover of William, Duke of 
Clarence (later King William IV), with whom she had ten children. This 
two-volume biography, first published in 1831, was written by her friend 
James Boaden (1762–1839), a playwright who later turned to theatrical 
biography. In it, he relates the extraordinary and poignant story of her life 
from acclaim to obscurity. Volume 1 covers events up to 1798, including 
her establishment at Drury Lane and her liaison with Clarence.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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