
The Nautical Magazine
The Nautical Magazine first appeared in 1832, published monthly at the 
price of one shilling. It aimed to advance ‘the safety of seamen’, with a focus 
on the merchant marine, and a readership of professional seafarers. The 
founding editor, A.B. Becher (1796–1876), served for many years under the 
distinguished hydrographer Sir Francis Beaufort, and the magazine reflected 
Beaufort’s interests by reporting on new charts, research on weather and the 
oceans, astronomy and navigation, and statistics on wrecks and the Lifeboat 
Institution. The content regularly included serialised accounts of voyages, 
descriptions of distant countries, notes on new shipping regulations, and 
discussion of the latest technologies. There were also reports on current affairs 
such as (during the Victorian period) the searches for Sir John Franklin’s 
lost Arctic expedition, the Crimean War and the Suez Canal project. Astute 
editorial decisions ensured that the content mirrored the evolving concerns 
of readers, enabling ‘the Nautical’ to remain popular for nearly two centuries. 
It is a fascinating source of data, news and opinions for maritime, economic 
and social historians, genealogists, and shipping enthusiasts. 

The Nautical Magazine and Naval Chronicle for 1856
The Nautical Magazine first appeared in 1832, and was published monthly 
well into the twenty-first century. It covers a wide range of subjects, including 
navigation, meteorology, technology and safety. An important resource 
for maritime historians, it also includes reports on military and scientific 
expeditions and on current affairs. The 1856 volume is still overshadowed 
by the aftermath of the disastrous Franklin expedition to navigate the 
North-West Passage; ironically, the Suez Canal proposed by de Lesseps, 
and the possibility of a Panama canal, also feature prominently. Another 
report discusses a projected telegraph to the Middle East and India, while 
an account of a voyage to the Crimea comments that ‘Gallipoli … has 
little to recommend it’. Other topics covered include the sailing times of 
Atlantic packets and steamers, the Pacific and Indian oceans, Sydney docks, 
Aboriginal culture and awards received by the editor in recognition of his 
invention of an ‘artificial horizon’.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1856
This digitally printed version 2013
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108054478
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Selected books of related interest, also reissued in the 
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* indicates a publication originally reviewed in The Nautical Magazine.

John Lee Scott: Narrative of a Recent Imprisonment in China after the Wreck 
of the Kite (1841) [ISBN 9781108013802]*

John Barrow: An Auto-Biographical Memoir of Sir John Barrow, Bart, Late
of the Admiralty (1847) [ISBN 9781108004701]*

Joseph Beete Jukes: Narrative of the Surveying Voyage of H.M.S. Fly
(2 volumes, 1847) [ISBN 9781108031080]*

John Rae: Narrative of an Expedition to the Shores of the Arctic Sea in 1846 
and 1847 (1850) [ISBN 9781108057813]*

William Parker Snow: The Voyage of the Prince Albert in Search of Sir John 
Franklin (1851) [ISBN 9781108019668]*

Robert Fortune: A Journey to the Tea Countries of China (1852) 
[9781108046411]*

William Kennedy: A Short Narrative of the Second Voyage of the Prince Albert, 
in Search of Sir John Franklin (1853) [ISBN 9781108019651]*

Robert John Le Mesurier McClure: The Discovery of the North-West Passage 
by H.M.S. Investigator, 1850, 1851, 1852, 1853, 1854 (1856)
[ISBN 9781108057530]

Edward Parry: Memoirs of Rear-Admiral Sir W. Edward Parry (1857)
[ISBN 9781108041379]

Joseph René Bellot: Memoirs of Lieutenant Joseph René Bellot, with his Journal 
of a Voyage in the Polar Seas in Search of Sir John Franklin (2 volumes, 1855) 
[ISBN 9781108050067]*

Edward Belcher: The Last of the Arctic Voyages (2 volumes, 1855)
[ISBN 9781108028905]*

Ferdinand de Lesseps: The Suez Canal: Letters and Documents Descriptive
of its Rise and Progress in 1854–1856 (1876) [ISBN 9781108026420]

Ferdinand de Lesseps: History of the Suez Canal: A Personal Narrative (1876) 
[ISBN 9781108026383]

Elisha Kent Kane: Arctic Explorations (2 volumes, 1856)
[ISBN 9781108041430]
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Edward Brailsford Bright: The Life Story of the Late Sir Charles Tilston Bright, 
Civil Engineer, With Which is Incorporated the Story of the Atlantic Cable, 
and the First Telegraph to India and the Colonies (2 volumes, 1898)
[ISBN 9781108052900]

Isambard Brunel: The Life of Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Civil Engineer (1870) 
[ISBN 9781108026307]

Francis Trevithick: Life of Richard Trevithick With an Account of His Inventions 
(2 volumes, 1872) [ISBN 9781108026697]

Robert Louis Stevenson: Records of a Family of Engineers (1912)
[ISBN 9781108026611]

Thomas Stevenson: Lighthouse Construction and Illumination (1881)
[ISBN 9781108026895]

Thomas Stevenson: The Design and Construction of Harbours: A Treatise on 
Maritime Engineering (1874) [ISBN 9781108029674]

David Livingstone: Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa (1857) 
[ISBN 9781108010016]*

Francis Leopold McClintock: A Narrative of the Discovery of the Fate of
Sir John Franklin and his Companions: The Voyage of the Fox in the Arctic Seas 
(1859) [ISBN 9781108050036]*

William Scoresby: Journal of a Voyage to Australia, and Round the World for 
Magnetical Research (1859) [ISBN 9781108072489]*

Laurence Oliphant: Narrative of the Earl of Elgin’s Mission to China and 
Japan, in the Years 1857, ‘58, ‘59 (2 volumes, 1859) [ISBN 9781108045841]

John Frederick William Herschel: Outlines of Astronomy (1864)
[ISBN 9781108013772]*

Charles Darwin: Journal of Researches into the Natural History and Geology 
of the Countries Visited during the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle round the World, 
under the Command of Capt. Fitz Roy, R.N. (1845) [ISBN 9781108038065]

Samuel White Baker: The Nile Tributaries of Abyssinia (1867)
[ISBN 9781108033015]*

John Barrow: The Mutiny and Piratical Seizure of H.M.S. Bounty
(1875 edition) [9781108031417]

For information on other titles in maritime exploration, naval history and 
Victorian technology please visit:
http://www.cambridge.org/features/cambridgeLibraryCollection/books.htm
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