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A naval officer from a generation that could spend an average of between
250 and 300 days a year at sea, Sir Cyprian Bridge (1839-1924) used this
extensive experience and the knowledge he gained from wide reading to
become a highly respected commander, firm in his beliefs and unafraid

to voice them. In retirement he became a vocal critic of the drive to build
bigger ships, believing that hardware should be subordinate to tactics. A
regular contributor to newspapers, he wrote articles on naval history, tactics
and strategy. This collection of articles was published in 1910, and includes
his well-known paper, first delivered in 1902, setting out the difficulties in
maintaining supplies and communications with a fleet based far from home.
This work remains relevant to naval historians, and to those interested in
how Britain maintained her maritime supremacy into the twentieth century.
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PREFACE

THE essays collected in this volume are republished
in the hope that they may be of some use to those who
are interested in naval history. The aim has been to
direct attention to certain historical occurrences and
conditions which the author ventures to think have
been often misunderstood. An endeavour has been
made to show the continuity of the operation of
sea-power throughout history, and the importance
of recognising this at the present day.

In some cases specially relating to our navy at
different periods a revision of the more commonly
accepted conclusions—formed, it is believed, on
imperfect knowledge—is asked for.

It is also hoped that the intimate connection
between naval history in the strict sense and military
history in the strict sense has been made apparent,
and likewise the fact that both are in reality branches
of the general history of a nation and not something

altogether distinct from and outside it.
v
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vi PREFACE

In a collection of essays on kindred subjects some
repetitions are inevitable, but it is believed that they
will be found present only to a moderate extent in
the following pages.

My nephew, Mr. J. S. C. Bridge, has very kindly
seen the book through the press.

June 1910.
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TeN of the essays included in this volume first appeared in the
Ewncyclopedia Britanwica, the Times, the Morning Post, the
National Review, the Nineteenth Ceniury and After, the Cornhill
Magazine, and the Naval Annual. The proprietors of those
publications have courteously given me permission to republish
them here.

Specifal mention must be made of my obligation to the
proprietors of the Encyclopedia Britannica for allowing me to
reproduce the essays on ¢ Sea-Power ’ and ‘The Command of
theSea.” They are the owners of the copyright of both essays, and
their courtesy to me is the more marked because they are about
to republish them themselves in the forthcoming edition of the
Eucyclopedia,

The paper on ‘ Naval Strategy and Tactics at the Time of
Trafalgar ° was read at the Institute of Naval Architects, and
that on ¢ The Supply and Communications of a Fleet’ at the
Hong-Kong United Service Institution.
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