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duced by the speeches of M. Duchesne and General Solignac—Napoleon
abdicates the throne in favour of his son—Independent character of the
French parliament—On the 23rd, Wellington and Bliicher give their troops

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108054126
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05412-6 - History of the War in France and Belgium in 1815: Volume 2
William Siborne

Frontmatter

More information

x CONTENTS.

a halt—Force detached under Colville to attack Cambray—The Allied com-
manders have an interview at Catillon, and arrange their plan of advance
upon Paris—On the 24th, Wellington reinforces the troops under Colville—
Capture of Cambray—Proposals are made at the outposts of the Allied
armies for a suspension of hostilities—These are rejected—Louis XVIII.
arrives at La Cateau—Guise surrenders to Zieten's corps—The Prussians
are one day’s march in advance of the Anglo-allied army—Disposition of
the respective armies on the evening of the 24th-—Proclamation issued by
the Provisional Government in Paris—Surrender of the citadel of Cambray
—On the 25th, the Anglo-allied army reaches Joncour—The fortress of La
Fére on the Oise invested by part of Zieten’s corps—The advanced guard
and cavalry of the right Prussian column reach Montescourt—The main
body of Biilow’s corps arrives at Essigny le grand—Bliicher’s reply to an
application by the commissioners from the French chambers for a suspension
of hostilities—The French troops collected at Laon march to Soissons,
towards which point Grouchy’s force is also approaching—Soult, finding
himself superseded in the command, quits the army~—Disposition of the
respective armies on the evening of the 25th —Napoleon quits Paris—His
address to the army. . . . . . page 347
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On the 26th, the main body of the Anglo-allied army moves to Vermand—
Capture of Peronne—Colville’s division rejoins the main army—Welling-
ton’s reply to the French commissioners—La Fére holds out against the
Prussians—The 1st and 4th Prussian corps advance by forced marches to-
wards Compiegne and Pont St. Maxence— Disposition of the respective
armies on the evening of the 26th—Early on the morning of the 27th the
advanced guard of Zieten’s corps secures the bridge and town of Compiegne,
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point—The latter, after an unsuccessful attempt to take the place, retire
upon Soissons—Movements of Zieten’s and Thielemann’s corps upon
Soissons, Villers-Cotterets, and Crespy— Biilow secures the bridge over the
Oise at Creil —Affair at Senlis—Bliicher succeeds in securing the line of the
Oise—Grouchy endeavours to effect his retreat to Paris by forced marches—
The main body of Wellington’s army crosses the Somme and marches to
Roye—The Duke's anger and indignation excited by the conduct of the
Dutch-Belgian troops on the march—Disposition of the respective armies
on the evening of the 27th—Affair at Villers-Cotterets between the advan-
ced guard of Zieten’s corps and the French troops under Grouchy and Van-
damme—Affair at Nanteuil between part of Zieten’s corps and Reille’s
corps—Reille succeeds in effecting 2 junction with d’Erlon—Direction of
the retreat of the imperial guard and 6th corps; also of the 3rd and 4th
French corps—The advanced guard and the reserve-cavalry of Zieten's
corps, under Prince William of Prussia, fall upon Reille’s troops in full
retreat, attack them, and make 2,000 prisoners—The main body of Thiele-
mann’s corps moves on to Crespy in support of Zieten—The Prussian ope-
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rations bhave the effect of cutting off the retreat of the French troops to
Paris by the great Soissons and Senlis roads-—The French Provisional
Government sends another deputation to request the Allied commanders to
agree to a suspension of hostilities—Disposition of the respective armies on
the evening of the 28th—On the 29th, Biilow’s and Zieten’s corps take up a
position in front of Paris—The remains of the French grand army of the
north retire within the lines of the capital—The Anglo-allied army reaches
different points between Gournay and Pont St. Maxence—Positions of
the respective armies on the evening of the 29th—Composition of the
garrison of Paris—Its means of defence—Policy of the Provisional Govern-
ment—Napoleon quits Paris for Rochefort—His narrow escape from falling
into the hands of the Prussians—New commissioners appointed by the
government to wait upon the Duke of Wellington for the purpose of nego-
tiating a suspension of hostilities—Sound judgmentand extraordinary fore-
sight evinced in his Grace’s reply to their proposals. . page 387

CHAPTER XX.

Bliicher directs Biilow to make an attack upon Aubervilliers in the night of
the 29th—He is joined by Wellington in person, when the two commanders
agree not to suspend their operations so long as Napoleon remains in Paris
—The Prussians carry the village of Aubervilliers, and drive the French
back upon the canal of St. Denis—The Allied commanders decide upon
masking the fortified lines of St. Denie and Montmartre with one army,
whilst the other should move to the right, and cross to the opposite bank of
the Seine—Projected plan of operations—On the 30th, Zieten’s and Thiele-
mann’s corps, move off to the right, while Biilow’s continues in its position
—Disposition of the respective armies on the evening of the 30th—Policy
of Fouché—Letter from Davoust (Prince of Eckmiihl) to Wellington and
Bliicher, demandirg a suspension of hostilities—Wellington’s reply—
Bliicher’s reply—Address to the Chamber of Deputies from Davoust and
other generals of the army—Proclamation issued by the Chambers—On the
morning of the 1st of July, Biilow's corps moves off to the right, towards
Argentenil—The Anglo-allied army reaches le Bourget, and takes up the
position vacated by the Prussians—The French attack Aubervilliers, and
gain possession of half the village—The British light troops of Colville's
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French cavalry, under Excelmans—Affairs at Rocquencourt, Versailles, and
Lechesnay—Remarks upon the detaching of Sohr’s brigade—Positions of
the respective armies on the evening of the 1st of July—On the 2nd of
July, the Prussian army moves towards the heights of Meudon and Chatillon,
on the south side of Paris—Affairs at Sévres, Moulineaux, and Issy—The
Anglo-allied army continues in position in front of St. Denis— Wellington
establishes a bridge at Argenteuil, and keeps open the communication with
the Prussian army—Chritical situation of the French army—The Provisional
Government directs the Commissioners to wait again upon the Duke of
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