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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history
of religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between
religion and science.

Travels and Adventures of the Rev. Joseph Wolff

Published in 1861, this work in the third person, dictated by Joseph Wolff
(1795-1862) to friends, is an epic miscellany of stories. Wolff, the son

of a rabbi, had a peripatetic Middle European childhood. He converted

to Christianity in 1812, studying Near Eastern languages in Vienna and
Tiibingen, and theology in Rome - until he was expelled by the Inquisition
for heretical views. He eventually moved to England, working for the
London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. Beginning
his mission in the Middle East, he later travelled to Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
India, and the United States, where he preached to Congress. His eventful
career saw him variously shipwrecked, enslaved, and forced to walk
without clothes for 600 miles following a robbery. In 1847 he settled more
quietly in a Somerset vicarage. Though characteristically orientalist

(and with possible embellishments), this work remains an invigorating
depiction of a lifetime’s adventure.
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Travels and Adventures

OF THE

Rev. Jofeph Wolff, D.D., LL.D,,

VICAR OF ILE BREWERS, NEAR TAUNTON ;
AND LATE MISSIONARY TO THE JEWS AND MUHAMMADANS IN PERSIA,
BOKHARA, CASHMEER, ETC.

“ Who would not travel over sea and land, to be instrumental in the
salyation of one soul I”’—Francis XAVIER.

I, Foseph Wolff, also am an Israclite, of the seed of dbrabam of the tribe
of Levt, and I bave preached the Gospel, not only from Ferusalem, round
about unto Illyricum, but also from the Thames to the Oxus and the
Ganges and the New World !

London :
SAUNDERS, OTLEY, AND CO,

66, Brook STREET, HANOVER SQUARE, W,
1861.

[The right of translation is reserved.}
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TO

THE RT. HON. BENJAMIN DISRAELI, M.P,, P.C.

TuEsE ADVENTURES AND TRAVELS

ARE DEDICATED,

Wit His KIND AND EXPRESS PERMISSION,

By HIS FRIEND AND ADMIRER,

JOSEPH WOLFF.
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PREFACE OF DR. WOLFF.

OLFF lays now before the public, not an abridgment

of his Travels and Adventures, but an edition, though

in smaller type, enriched with many new remarks and

notices. KEvery piece of information, the style and senti-

ments, the philosophical and theological views, the remarks

on the heroes of his story, are his own throughout. They

have been written down as he dictated them to kind friends
who received them from his lips.

As to the great object of this work, Wolff has to make the
following remarks. The first reason of his giving it to the
world, was that a wish for its publication had been expressed,
not only by members of the Church of England, but by
persons belonging to other branches of the Catholic Church.
In the second place, Wolff wished to prove to the world and
to the Church, that the Lord is the Lord of Wolff as much as
he was of Paul; and that with Gop’s grace he is able to
demonstrate to the Church at large that Gop has not cast
away His people. Wolff is able to say, *“ Has Gop cast away
His people? Gop forbid; for I also am an Israelite, of the
seed of Abraham, of the tribe of LEvi.,” GoD has not cast
away his people! And amidst good report and evil report,
Joseph Wolff has proclaimed the Gospel to kings; for in-
stance, Rundjut Singh, the King of Delhi, and the King of
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viil PREFACE.

Lucknow, and to the Princes of Persia, to the Gentiles also,
and to the children of Israel.

Another object that he had in view was to prove to the
Jewish nation that he is not ashamed of confessing to the
world that he is of the seed of Abraham, of that Semitic race
which has given light, the light of knowledge of Gop as it is
in Christ Jesus, and the light of civilization, to the world;
and that, though born a Jew, he loves the Gentile world,
and wishes to make all men as happy as he is himself, through
the knowledge of Christ, and that he looks with pity upon
those Jews who, though professing Christianity, are ashamed
of being known to the world as sprung from the Jewish
stock.  Farewell!
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