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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

Biography of the Rev. Henry Aaron Stern

Henry Aaron Stern (1820-85), of German Jewish birth, moved to London

in 1839, converted to Christianity and became a lifelong missionary for

the London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. With his
wife he preached in Palestine, Babylon, Constantinople, Baghdad, Persia,
and to the Karaite Jews of the Crimea. Famously, in 1863, he was caught in

a diplomatic dispute in Ethiopia that led to his imprisonment and eventual
rescue, five years later, by a British military force. Stern was made a doctor of
divinity in 1881. He wrote three memoirs, which were drawn on by Albert
Augustus Isaacs (1826-1903), a vicar at Leicester who knew Stern personally.
Isaacs’s biography, first published in 1886, is hagiographic and written with
religiosity. Nonetheless, it includes informative accounts of missionary

work among Jewish communities, and remains a valuable source on the
orientalism of Victorian Britain.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This digitally printed version 2012
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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FOR MORE THAN

FORTY YEARS A MISSIONARY AMONGST THE JEWS:

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF

HIS LABOURS AND TRAVELS
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MESOPOTAMIA, PERSIA, ARABIA, TURKEY, ABYSSINIA, AND
ENGLAND.

ILLUSTRATED FROM PHOTOGRAPHS
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BY THE
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1886.
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EDITORIAL PREFACE.

I have accepted the honourable and responsible office
of preparing the Biography of HENRY AARON STERN,
without hesitation, not only as “a labour of love,” but
also, as a tribute of affection to the memory of a cherished
friend and brother in the Lord, and a distinguished ser-
vant of God. In the compilation of this Biography,
the materials which I have had at my disposal have
been more than abundant, and the difficulty propor-
tionate, in culling from fields, so rich in their resources,
that which might be most suitably and usefully employed.
My desire has been, that the editorial part of the
narrative should entirely subserve the great aim of set-
ting forth my friend’s labours and experiences in his own
words so that it might be truly said that “he being dead
yet speaketh.” To the great Head of the Church I com-
mit this work, in the confident hope that it will serve to
promote His glory; and with the prayer, that every reader
may be enabled by Divine grace, to follow Henry Aaron
Stern, as he followed Christ.

A. A. ISAACS.

July, 1886.
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The profits of this Work will be wholly devoted to
the following objects :—
(1) The erecting of a fitting Monument over the grave of
Dr. Stern, in the City of London Cemetery, at Ilford; and
(2) Objects connected with Jewish Missionary work,
in which Dr. Stern took a deep and personal interest.
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