Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05302-0 - A History of Political Economy
John K. Ingram

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

British and Irish History, Nineteenth Century

This series comprises contemporary or near-contemporary accounts of
the political, economic and social history of the British Isles during the
nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and
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A History of Political Economy

Living most of his life in Dublin, John Kells Ingram (1823-1907) published
papers on Shakespeare, geometry, differential calculus, and Mexican antiques,
held professorial chairs in English Literature and Greek, and in 1843 wrote
“The Memory of the Dead, a celebrated Irish nationalist hymn. He helped
to found the Dublin Statistical Society in 1847, and from the 1860s began
to write papers such as ‘Work and the Workman, reflecting his adherence
to the positivist sociology of Auguste Comte. He saw economics as an
integral part of sociology which, through practical application, could
contribute towards the betterment of humanity. Published in 1888, A History
of Political Economy was hugely successful, being translated into ten languages.
In it, Ingram expands on the historicist rejection of laissez-faire and free
trade as being universally correct, and promotes the notion that the state
can play a constructive role in improving the lives of its people.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

THE object of the following pages is rather to exhibit the
historic development of economic thought in its relations
with general philosophic ideas than to give an exhaustive
account of economic literature. An attempt has, however,
been made, so far as was consistent with the main design, to
notice all the really important works on the science. Readers
who desire more detailed information are referred to the
under-mentioned books on the history of Political Economy,
all of which have been more or less, and some very largely,
used in the preparation of the present work.

GeneraL Historigs.—Histoire de U Economie Politique en
Europe depuis les anciens jusqw'd nos jours, by Jerdme
Adolphe Blanqui (1837-38); of which there is an English
translation by Emily J. Leonard (1880). Histoire de
P Economie Politique, by Alban de Villeneuve-Bargemont
(Brussels, 1839 ; Paris, 1841); written from the Catholic
point of view. View of the Progress of Political Economy
in Europe since the Sixteenth Century, by Travers Twiss,
D.C.L. (1847). Die geschichtliche Entwickelung der National
Ockonomik und ihrer Literatur, by Julius Kautz (2d ed. 186c);
a valuable work, marked by philosophical breadth, and exhi-
biting the results of extensive research, but too declamatory
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viii PREFATORY NOTE.

in style; the book sadly wants an index. Kritische Ge-
schichte der National-Gkonomie und des Socialismus, by Emile
Diihring (1871 ; 3d ed. 1879) ; characterised by its author’s
usual sagacity, but also by his usual perverseness and depre-
ciation of meritorious writers in his own field. Guida allo
studio dell’ Economia Politica, by Luigi Cossa (1876 and
1878 ; Eng. trans. 1880). Geschichte der Nationalokonomik,
by H. Fisenhart (1881); a vigorous and original sketch.
And, lastly, a brief but excellent history by H. von Scheel
in the Handbuch der politischen Oeckonomie (a great encyclo-
pedia of economic knowledge in all its extent and applica-
tions ; edited by Gustav Schionberg, 1882 ; 2d ed., enlarged
and improved, 1886). To these histories proper must be added
The Literature of Political Eeonomy, by J. R. M‘Culloch
(1845), a book which might with advantage be re-edited,
supplemented where imperfect, and continued o our own
time. Some of the biographical and critical notices by
Eugéne Daire and others in the Collection des principauz
Economistes will also be found useful, as well as the articles
in the Dictionnaire de IZecomomie Politique of Coquelin
and Guillaumin (1852-53; 3d ed. 1864), which is justly
described by Jevons as “on the whole the best work of
reference in the literature of the science.”

Seecran Histories,—Ialy.—Storia della Economia Pub-
blica in Ttalia, ossia Epilogo critico degli Economisti Ftalians,
by Count Giuseppe Pecchio (1829), intended as an appendix
to Baron Custodi’s collection of the Serittors classici Italions
di Economia Politica, 50 vols., comprising the writings of
Italian economists from 1582 to 1804. There is a French
translation of Pecchio’s work by Leonard Gallois (1830).
The book is not without value, though often superficial and
rhetorical.
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PREFATORY NOTE. ix

Spain.—Storia della Economia Politica in Espafia (1863),
by M. Colmeiro ; rather a history of economy than of econo-
mics—of policies and institutions rather than of theories and
literary works.

Germany.—Geschichte der Nationalskonomik in Deutsch-
land (x874), by Wilhelm Roscher ; a vast repertory of learn-
ing on its subject, with occasional side-glances at other
economic literatures. Die neuere Nationalokonomie in ihren
Houptrichtungen, by Moritz Meyer (3d ed. 1882) ; a useful
handbook dealing almost exclusively with recent German
speculation and policy.

England.—Zur Geschichte der Englischen Volkswirth-
schaftslehre, by W. Roscher (1851-52).

The reader is also advised to consult the articles in the
ninth edition of the Encyclopzedia Britannica which relate to
the principal writers on political economy, especially those
on Petty, Quesnay, Turgot, Smith, Say, and Ricardo. The
present work, it should be stated, is for the most part
a teproduction of the article “ Political Economy,” which
appeared (1885) in volume xix. of the Encyclopzdia

Britanniea.

TrINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN,
Morch 13, 1888,
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