
Technology
The focus of this series is engineering, broadly construed. It covers techno-
logical innovation from a range of periods and cultures, but centres on the 
technological achievements of the industrial era in the West, particularly in 
the nineteenth century, as understood by their contemporaries. Infra-structure 
is one major focus, covering  the building of railways and canals, bridges and 
tunnels, land drainage, the laying of submarine cables, and the construction 
of docks and lighthouses. Other key topics include developments in industrial 
and manufacturing fields such as mining technology, the production of iron 
and steel, the use of steam power, and chemical processes such as photography 
and textile dyes.

Lives of the Engineers
A political and social reformer, Samuel Smiles (1812–1904) was also a noted 
biographer in the Victorian period. Following the engineer’s death in 1848, 
Smiles published his highly successful Life of George Stephenson in 1857
(also reissued in this series). His interest in engineering evolved and he began 
working on biographies of Britain’s most notable engineers from the Roman 
to the Victorian era. Originally published in three volumes between 1861 and 
1862, this work contains detailed and lively accounts of the educations, careers 
and pioneering work of seven of Britain’s most accomplished engineers. These 
volumes stand as a remarkable undertaking, advancing not only the genre, but 
also the author’s belief in what hard work could achieve. Volume 3 includes a 
revised version of Smiles’s biography of George Stephenson (1781–1848), as 
well as a biography of his equally famous son, Robert (1803–59).
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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