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PREFACE.

It was my intention, that the concluding part of
the History of Brazil should have contained a Criti-
cal Account of all the Documents, printed or in
manuscript, from which it has been compiled; but
this would have considerably enlarged a volume,
which already far exceeds the usual size. I must
therefore reserve the materials, which have been
prepared for this purpose, till some future time;
when, if I live to complete that full series of Portu-
gueze history, upon which I have been employed
during almost twenty years, they may form part of
a Bibliotheca Historica Lusitana.

I have many acknowledgements to make for as
sistance afforded me in the progress of the present
volume: to Mr. John May, for the use of a Manu-
script Journal in his possession, and for procuring
for me the third and last volume of the Patriota
from Rio de Janeiro, when it was not to be obtained
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vi PREFACE.

at Lisbon; to Mr. Neville White, for the Dean of
Cordoba’s History of Buenos Ayres, printed in that
cty; to Mr. Kenyon, for the delightful work of
Dobrizhoffer, which I had, during many years, vainly
sought for,..not in England alone, but in many
parts of the continent; to Mr, Henry Koster, for
various communications from Pernambuco, and es-
pecially for a Narrative of the Insurrection in that
Captaincy, in 1710-11, transcribed from the, original
manuscript; to Mr. March, for the Recordacoens de
Jacome Ratton,. .a book printed for private distri-
bution ; and to Mr. Murray of Albemarle Street, for
a volume of singular rarity and value, containing
accounts of various provinces of South America, as
published during a series of many years in the Lima
Almanach.

Nor is it to my friends alone, that I have been thus
beholden : Mr. Walpole has entrusted me with the
papers of his late father, many years Envoy at the
Court of Lishon, in which station he proved himself
worthy of his distinguished name. I am obliged
to Mr. Greenough, for the use of Montoya’s Guarani
Grammar, and of a Guarani Dictionary, both print-
ed in the Reduction of S. Maria Mayor; to Dr. Nott,
for the loan of Lozano’s History of Paraguay ; and
to Archdeacon Coxe, for the communication of some
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PREFACE. vil

valuable papers from the great collection of Diplo-
matic Correspondence, which has enabled him to
make such important additions to the English His-
torical Library. To Mr. Walpole, indeed, I hardly
consider myself a stranger, connected as I am with
the Lishonians of old times, and consequently
known to his family and friends; but to Mr. Green-
ough I am known only as a man of letters; and
to Dr. Nott and Mr. Coxe, no otherwise than as
their fellow labourer in the fields of literature : and
I am performing therefore a public duty, in thus
acknowledging their obliging liberality.

One more acknowledgement I must be allowed
to make : the proof sheets of this long work have
passed through the hands of Mr. Rickman, who,
amidst laborious occupations, still found time to pe-
ruse them, and to accompany them with occasional
remarks, . . one of the many acts of kindness which
I have received from him during an intimacy of
two and twenty years. The remarks thus timely
communicated, sometimes led me to reconsider what
I had written ; and sometimes opened for me views
which I had failed to perceive. And had I been
of a temper which required to be cheered, in the
prosecution of a great and worthy undertaking, I
should have desired no better present encouragement,
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viii PREFACE.

and no surer presage of the favourable judgement of
posterity, than his approbation.

Of the information which this work contains (and
more particularly the present volume), very little, till
now, has been within the reach of English readers;
and a great portion has never before been accessible
to the public in any shape. The printed documents
are (for the most part) of extreme rarity in this
country, and many of them not easily to be obtain-
ed elsewhere: and the collection of manuscripts
which I possess, is such, as could only have been
formed in Portugal, during a residence of many
years; and then only by persevering and well-
directed diligence. It has been stated in the Pre-
face to the first volume, that that collection was
formed by my maternal Uncle, Mr. Hill, to whom
this work is not more affectionately than gratefully
inscribed. And now, when I have accomplished it,
I will not refrain from saying, that no applause,
which might be bestowed by my contempora-
ries, and no anticipation, however confident, of fu-
ture praise, could be so gratifying to me, as the
thought, that in completing this History from the
materials which he had prepared, I have shown
that the benefits which he conferred upon me in my
youth were not ill bestowed ; and that in thus em-
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PREFACE. ix

bodying his labours with mine, I have been erecting
a monument to him, as well as to myself.

The documents which Mr. Hill accumulated, con-
cerning Portugal and her other dependencies, are
of proportionate extent and value to the Brazilian
materials; and the present work is but the first fruits
of that collection, ..so judiciously and Iiberally
made, It will be followed, as soon as I shall have
completed the great history of the Peninsular War,
by the History of Portugal, of Portugueze India, and
the other conquests, and of Portugueze Literature.
Considerable progress has been made in each of
these undertakings ; and they will be steadily pur-
sued, in due order, to their completion, if it please
God to favour me with the continued blessings of
health and leisure.

It only remains to say, that the equitable Reader
will forgive such errors and oversights as he may
detect in a work, upon which neither time, labour,
diligence, nor expense, has been spared; and that
if it should be republished during the Author’s life,
whatever corrections or improvements I may be en-
abled to make, from such materials as I may hereafter
obtain, shall be printed separately, for those who
may possess it in its present form.

YOL. III. b
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