
British and Irish History, Nineteenth Century
This series comprises contemporary or near-contemporary accounts of 
the political, economic and social history of the British Isles during the 
nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and 
trade, labour relations and the women’s movement, developments in 
education and social welfare, religious emancipation, the justice system, 
and special events including the Great Exhibition of 1851.

The Exposition of 1851
Charles Babbage (1791–1871), one of the most original thinkers of the 
nineteenth century, is best remembered as the pioneer of computing 
technology, but he also made significant contributions to mathematics, 
mechanical engineering, philosophy and political economy. This book, 
first published in 1851, is an example of his active and effective campaigning 
for the role of scientists and the place of science, technology and technical 
education in society. Ahead of his time, Babbage was critical of government 
and the scientific community for not valuing science and technology in 
education. The work develops these themes, using the Great Exhibition as 
a backdrop to highlight the political and cultural factors that can impede 
scientific and technological progress. Britain’s industrial supremacy, he 
argued, disguised the need to develop technical education. As relevant 
and persuasive today as in 1851, Babbage’s arguments emphasise the 
fundamental importance of technology to the advancement of society.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
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