
Rolls Series
Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials 
of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the 
‘Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in 1857 
by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public funding. 
Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period from the 
arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or abridgement’, 
starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of each work would 
be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information was to be included 
in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of the author, and the 
work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional annotation. The first 
books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed in 1896 the series 
contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works have since been 
re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a testament to the 
Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Richard I
The first volume of this four-volume set of Latin chronicles, edited by Richard Howlett 
(1841–1917) and published between 1884 and 1889, contains the first four books of 
the Historia rerum Anglicarum by William of Newburgh (c.1136–c.1198). Newburgh’s 
extensive history, in five books, chronicles events from 1066 up to 1198 and is a 
valuable source of information on twelfth-century England, especially the so-called 
period of ‘The Anarchy’ during King Stephen’s reign. The first book begins with 
William the Conqueror’s victory at Hastings, and the fourth book concludes with 
the return from captivity of Richard I in 1194. Along the way, Newburgh enlivens 
his history with tales of supernatural prodigies. In his lengthy editorial introduction, 
Howlett remarks that Newburgh’s chronicle forms a commentary on the various 
works presented in the other three volumes of this set, as they all fall within the 
chronological scope of Newburgh’s work. English side-notes to the Latin text are 
provided throughout.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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