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Books of enduring scholarly value

Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world by
the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and science,
anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought new
perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of religion
and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This series
explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of religious
ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion and science.

Essays and Reviews

Comprising seven essays by learned contributors and controversially advocating
a rationalist Christianity, this work became a sensation upon publication in
1860. Frederick Temple (1821-1902), later Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote
on the cultural contributions of non-Christians; Roland Williams (1817-70),
Professor of Hebrew at Lampeter, questioned Old Testament prophesies;
Baden Powell (1796-1850), Oxford Professor of Geometry, challenged belief
in miracles and embraced Darwinism; Henry Bristow Wilson (1803-88)
questioned literal biblical history; the only lay contributor, Egyptologist
Charles Wycliffe Goodwin (1817-78), embraced geology; Mark Pattison
(1813-84), tutor at Lincoln College, wrote on the history of rationalist
theology; and Benjamin Jowett (1817-93), Oxford Professor of Greek,
advocated a historical reading of the Bible. Wilson and Williams were later
found guilty of heresy by a Church court, though this was overturned on
appeal. For readers interested in the theological controversies of the Victorian
era, these essays remain invaluable.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1860
This digitally printed version 2013
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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ESSAYS AND REVIEWS.

LONDON:
JOHN W. PARKER AND SON, WEST STRAND
1860.

[ The duthors-reserve the vight of Translation,]
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LONDOX:
SAVILL AND EDWARDS, PRINTERS, CHANDOS STRERT,
COVENT GARDEN.
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TO THE READER.

Ir will readily be understood that the Authors of
the ensuing Essays are responsible for their respective
articles only. They have written in entire indepen-
dence of each other, and without concert or comparison.

The Volume, it is hoped, will be received as an
attempt to illustrate the advantage derivable to the
cause of religious and moral truth, from a free hand-
ling, in a becoming spirit, of subjects peculiarly liable
to suffer by the repetition of conventional language,
and from traditional methods of treatment.
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