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Books of enduring scholarly value

Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials

of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the

Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham,
Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis

A Franciscan scholar and theologian, John Peckham (c.1230-92) was appointed
archbishop of Canterbury by the pope in 1279. His register survives at Lambeth
Palace and is the chief source for his archiepiscopacy. This three-volume edition,
prepared by Charles Trice Martin (1842-1914) between 1882 and 1885, rearranges
the documents from their original thematic order to a chronological one, and omits
the purely formal items, published elsewhere. The text is mostly in Latin, with some
Anglo-Norman documents, for which a translation is provided in Appendix 2.
Volume 2 contains letters 306-561, from August 1282 to June 1284, and the table
of contents provides a useful summary of each letter. Topics range from purely
ecclesiastical matters, such as excommunications and indulgences, to relations
between England and Wales, as well as anti-Semitic legislation. Appendix 1 contains
documents relating to the priory of Great Malvern.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

Ox the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romaus to the reign of Henry VIII.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent
editors without reference to periodical or chronological
arrangement, without mutilation or abridgment, prefer-
ence being given, in the first instance, to such materials
as were most scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical docu-
ment to be edited should be treated in the same way as
if the editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps; and
for this purpose the most correct text should be formed
from an accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by hir, of their age and
their peculiarities; that he should add to the work a
brief account of the life and times of the author, and
any remarks necessary to explain the chronology; but
no other note or comment was to be allowed, except
what might be necessary to establish the correctness of

the text.
a 2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls ¢« was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention be
paid to economy, in making the detailed arrangements,
without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each Chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as torepresent with all possible correct-
ness the text of each writer, derived from a collation of
the best MSS., and that no notes should be added, except
such as were illustrative of the various readings. They
suggested, however, that the preface to each work should
contain, in addition to the particulars proposed by the
Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of the author,
so far as authentic materials existed for that purpose,
and an estimate of his historical credibility and value.

Rolls House,
December 1857.
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ERRATA.

Page 162, 1. 10, for “ Wocking ** read * Docking.”
,» 401, last line, for “oca’ read “loca.”
» 462, 1. 4, for « detradi’” read ¢ detrudi.”

» 486, No. ccclxix., in margio, for 28 December” read
December.”

Page 514, 1. 17, for * Sladebur” read  Fladebur.”
» 530, note 3 1. 3 from end, for “ Porte " read “ Ponte.”
Page 652, 1. 16, after * interioribus " insert a comma.

“10
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On behalf of the executors of
Roger Mortimer
CCCLXXXIII.—To [R. de Swinefield] bishop elect of
Hereford. Concerning a claim of
the prior of Wenlock to three
chapels . . . .
CCCLXXXIV.—5 Jan. Edward I to the convoca.
tion at Northampton. Credence
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of Westminster, and John de
Kyrkeby . .
CCCLXXXYV.—12 Jan. To the official of the bxshop
elect of Hereford. Requests him
to stop extortions by the arch-
deacons of Hereford and Shrop-
shire . . . . .
CCCLXXXVI—12 Jan. To the dean of Hereford.
Empowers him to.correct certain
crimes and defects discovered at
the visitation . .
CCCLXXXVIIL—12 Jan. To the official of the arch-
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to try a divorce case between
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Dodelebury, his wife . . .
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CCCLXXXVIIL.—To the prior of Stafford. Orders him
to assign certain money to the
wife of John de Pendeford and
then absolve him for the neglect
of her . . . . .

COCLXXXIX.—13 Jan. Leominster church. Re-
stores the outer doors removed by
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of Bath. The abbot of Glaston-
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Summons convocation to meet at
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CCCXCIL—26 Jan. To the dean of Risborough.
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CCCXCIIL—To cardinal [Chioletti]. Desires him
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Asks his favour in his process

again Tedisius de Camilla . .

CCCXCV.—1 Feb. To the official of the arch-
deacon of Worcester. Orders him
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b2

v

Page

505

507

508

510

511

512

512

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051460
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05146-0 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 2

Edited by Charle
Frontmatter
More information

s Trice Martin

xvi TABLE OF CONTENTS.

CCCXCVI.—4 Feb. To [Roger de Longespee]
bishop of Coventry. Orders him
to proceed against persons who
have imprisoned a certain clerk .

CCCXQVIL.—4 Feb. To the bishop elect of Here-
ford. Desires him not to be
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CCCXCVIIL—4 Feb. To the dean of Hereford.
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by false interpretation of the law

CCCXCIX.—7 Feb. To the official of Canter-
bury, the dean of Arches, and the
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{CCCCL—17 Feb. To the bishop of Bath and
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been deprived . . .

CCCOIL—25 Feb. To Geoffrey de Vezano,
the papal nuncio. Pardons Leo,
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faults, but desires him to come to
England . . . . .

CCCCIIL.—25 Feb, To J. de Luco, canon of
London. Blames him for appeals
from the court of Canterbury .

CCCCIV.—9 March. To D. Porrinus and other
advocates at Rome. Will send
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Landon . . . . .
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CCCCV —20 March. To Edward 1. The
clergy complain in consequence of
hig summons to them to meet
at London. Asks him to dismiss
from his service those concerned
in the outrage at St. Paul’s

CCCOVI.—To Edward I. Desires the levying
of a thirtieth not to prejudice the

liberties of the church . .
CCCCVIL—20 March. To Antany Bek. De-
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CCCCOXI.—4 April. To the bishop of London.
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of Essex . . . .
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Intends to visit his diocese on
May 17 . . . . .

CCOCXIIL——7 April. To the official of the bishop
of Bath and Wells, Orders him
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of Montacute to show cause why
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invoked against them

xvii

Page

523

524

526

526

527

528

530

531

532

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051460
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05146-0 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 2

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter
More information

xXviit TABLE OF CONTENTS.

COCCXIV.—9 April. To the bishop of Hereford.
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