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Books of enduring scholarly value

Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials

of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the
Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text” of
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham,
Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis

A Franciscan scholar and theologian, John Peckham (c.1230-92) was appointed
archbishop of Canterbury by the pope in 1279. His register survives at Lambeth
Palace and is the chief source for his archiepiscopacy. This three-volume edition,
prepared by Charles Trice Martin (1842-1914) between 1882 and 1885, rearranges
the documents from their original thematic order to a chronological one, and omits
the purely formal items, published elsewhere. The text is mostly in Latin, with some
Anglo-Norman documents, for which a translation is provided in Appendix 2.
Volume 1 contains letters 1-305, up to July 1282, and the table of contents provides
a useful summary of each letter. Topics range from purely ecclesiastical matters,
such as excommunications and indulgences, to relations between Edward I and
Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, as well as taxation of church property. Appendix 1
contains a collection of letters from sources other than the register.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS,

O~ the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romaus to the reign of Henry VIII.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selccted for publication under competent
editors without reference to periodical or chronological
arrangement, without mutilation or abridgment, prefer-
ence being given, in the first instance, to such materials
as were most scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical docu-
ment to be edited should be treated in the same way as
if the editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps; and
for this purpose the most correct text should be formed
from an accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities; that he should add to the work a
brief account of the life and times of the author, and
any remarks necessary to explain the chronology; but
no other note or comment was to be allowed, except
what might be necessary to establish the correctness of

the text.
a2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished ; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls “was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention be
paid to economy, in making the detailed arrangements,
without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each Chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible correct-
ness the text of each writer, derived from a collation of
the best MSS., and that nonotes should be added, except
such as were illustrative of the various readings. They
suggested, however, that the preface to each work should
contain, in addition to the particulars proposed by the
Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of the author,
so far as authentic materials existed for that purpose,
and an estimate of his historical credibility and value.

Rolls House,
December 1857,
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ERRATA.

No. xxviii. This document being dated at Reading, should have been
placed at the beginning of August.

No. evi,, L. 2, for “ nostram ” read * vestram.”
Page 158, 1. 8, for < Oxoniensis ” read ‘“ Exoniensis.”

No. exli,, L. 5, for “ nostre” read « vostre.”

No. cxliii., marginal note, 1. 5, for « wardship ” read ¢ testamentary juris-
diction.” See Deeret. Pavs. 1., Dist. 88, ¢. v.

No. cliv., 1. 11, for “fiet ” read < siet.”
Page 267, for “ CCXVL>” read «“ CCXV.”
» s Jor “«CCXV.” read « CCXVL”
Page 270, in margin, for <179 b.” read “R.f.179 b,”

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051453
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05145-3 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 1

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051453
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05145-3 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 1

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter

More information

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051453
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05145-3 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 1

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051453
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05145-3 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 1

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter
More information

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Prerace

1279.
1.—23 May. To Margaret, queen of France.
License for one of her clerks to study at
Paris . .
I1.—24 May. To pope Nlcholas III Account
of the interview between the kings of
England and France at Amiens
III.—25 May. To the bishop of Tusculam. Asks
him to request the pope to write to the
king thavking him for the restitution of
the temporalities to Peckham .
IV.—26 May. To John de Porogiis. Grant of
the manor of Quiney for a rent of 100s.
V.—28 May. To Peter Albi. License to study
at Paris for five years in accordance with
the will of archbishop Boniface of Savoy
VI.—3 June. To Robert count of Boulogne and
Auvergne. Sends a messenger about
money left with his steward
VII.—4 June. To John de Chishull, bishop of
London. Orders him to summon his
fellow bishops and suffragans to meet
the archbishop at Reading ..
VIII.—6 June. To pope Nicholas III. On his
arrival in England found the prior of
Canterbury under sentence of excommu-
nication . . . .
IX.—To the justices. In answer to a writ of
the king certifies that K. de Verdun
was wife of Stephen de Befington

Page.
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X.—11 June. To John de Reygate and other
justices.  Requests them to postpone
certain proceedings against the earl of
Glouncester till the king’s return to Eng-
land . . . . .

XI1.—12 June. To Amaury de Chanceus, sheriff
of Sussex and Surrey. Demands the
delivery of one of his tenants, in the
gheriff’s custody . .

XII.—14 June. To John de Reygate Requests
him not to infringe the liberties of his
see, according to which cases in the
Lowy of Tunbridge should be tried
there . . . . .

XII1.—17 June To the prior of Christchurch,
Canterbury. Desires him to cease his
prosecution of Wm. Franceig, parson of
Riseberg, in a secular court .

X1V.—9 July. To the dean of Lincoln. Em-
powers him to act on his behalf as to
revoking the excommunization of the
late sheriff of Lincoln by archbishop Xil-
wardby .

XV.—11 July. To pope Nxcholas III Asks
him to lend him 5,000 marks of the
money collected for the crusade, to pay
his loan from the merchantis of Lucca

XVI.—12 July. To Latinus, bishop of Ostia and
Velletri. Asks his favour for the bearer,
his proctor

XVIL.—12 July. To the blBhOp of Tusculum
Complains that certain merchants have
procured his excommunication if their
loan to him is not repaid at the stipu.
lated time

XVIiL.—19 July. To the abbot of Barduey Ozders
him to receive back certain monks sent
away by Kilwardby

XIX.—19 July. To the archdeacon of Bedford
Orders him to sequestrate the fruits of
Wrestlingworth church . . .

Page.

12

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

23

25

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108051453
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-05145-3 - Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi
Cantuariensis: Volume 1

Edited by Charles Trice Martin

Frontmatter

More information

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

XX.—19 July. To Ric. Gravesend, bishop of
Lincoln. Desires him fo proceed against
persons who have produced forged apos.
tolic letters .

XXI.---20 July. Tothe archdeucon of Canterbury,
&c. Orders them to excommunicate per-
song who are injuring Christchurch

XXI1.—1279. To Thos. de Ryngemere, prior of
Christchurch. Offers him privately ab-
solution for failure in paying the tenth,
and dissuades him from applying to
Rome

XXIIL.— 31 July. To the chancellor and umvelmty
of Oxford. Protection and confirmation
of their privileges

XXIV.—August. To the bishop elect of Dublm
Asks particulars about the date of the
excommunication of the bishop of Chi-
chester for not paying the tenth

XXV.— 4 August. To cardinal Mattheus Rubeus
Ursinus. On behalf of the convent of
Canterbury in their suit concerning juris-
diction daring the vacancy of the see .

XXVI.—5 Aug. Indulgence for those who pray for
the soul of Beatrice, dzmghter of Henry
I11.

XXVIL—9 Aug. To Anselm The merchants of
Lucea continue to persecute him .
XXVILII.—To William de Braose, bishop of Llandaff.
Desires him to excommaunicate the false
accusers of Walter, bishop of Exzeter

XXIX.—To Nicholas of Ely, bishop of Winchester.
Requests his presence at the consecration
of the bishop elect of Dublin .

XXX.—To the bishop of Winchester. Invites him
to his inthronization, and asks him to
send venison and game . .

XXXI—To the carl of Surrey. Asks him to attend
to his tenants’ complaint about the ex-
cessive quantity of game on his land .
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XXXII.—To the bishop of Winchester. Concerning
the admittance to ecclesiastical sepulture
of a man who was killed by robbers and
buried in the road . .

XXXIII.—9 Aug. To Hickling priory. In referenee
to the complaint of Alex. of Yarmonth,
whom they refuse to admit to their
house . .

XXXIV.—To the abbess of Whelwell Dcsires her
to receive an inmate nominated by him,
as is usual by a new archbishop

XXXV.—12 Aug. To certain monks of Bardney
Desires them, baving been expelled by
Kilwardby, to return to their monastery

XXXVI—12 August. To the mayor of Sandwich.
Complains of the ill-treatment of clerks.

XXXVIL—To Richard de Carew, bishop of Saint
Davids. Advice about the punishment
of W., rector of Penkethlin . .

XXXVIII—13 August. To Ralph de Fremygham. Re-
quests- him to send back T. Malepoudre,
of the order of 8. Thomas of Acon, to
the master .

XXXIX.—16 Ang. To Walter Bronescombe, bxshop
of Exeter. Asks him to relax the sus-
pension of the abbey founded by the
countess of Devon

XL.—-16 Aug. To the bishop elect of Dublm
and M. Ardicio. Sends the copy of the
confession of some monks .

XLI—17 Aug. To Robert Kilwardby, late arch-
bishop. Concerning the crimes of a
certain bishop . . .

XLII.—17 Aug. To cardinal Orsmx Asks advice
about the legality of acts done by the
late archbishop after his translation, and
about the appointment of coadjutors to
infirm hishops .

XLIIL.—17 Aug. To the bishop of Tusculum
Desires the Roman court to lend him
money collected for the crusade, to pay
his debt to the merchants of Lucca .
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XLIV.—17 Aug. To Benedict Gaietani. Asks for
his advice . . . . .

XLV.—17 Aug. To Gentilis. Explains his in.
ability .to pay the debt for which he is
threatened with excommunication . .

XLVI—18 Aug. To Kilwardby. Asks his favour
for the priory of Christchurch, Canter~
bury, in a suit at Rome, and also for
Robert de Cheleseye . . .

XLVIL—I8 Aug. To S. de Penecestre. Asks him
to hand over the exchange at Canterbury
to the keepers, as appointed by the king

XLVIII.—22 Aug. To the dean and a canon of Lin-
coln. Empowers them to visit Bardney
abbey and report upon its condition

XLIX.—27 August. To the priory of Hedingham
castle. Orders them to admit Agnes,
daughter of sir Roger de Beauchamp,
in whom the queen is interested . .

1, —30 Aog. To Roger de Seyton, canon of
Lincoln. Nominates J. de Lascy as his
coadjutor . .

LI—30 Aug. To the prior of Ca.nterbury Ad-
vises him, being in trouble about the
collection of the papal tenth .

LII.—30 Aug. The papal tenth. Testifies as to
the conduct of the prior and precentor
as to the collectorship .

LIIL.—30 Aug. To the prior and convent of
Christchurch, Cunterbury. Intends to
visit the convent .

"LIV.—1 September. To the official of the arch-
deacon of Canterbury. Orders him to
excommunicate those who have usurped
the jurisdiction of the see at Elstowe
fair . . . . . . .

LV.—2 Sept. To Kilwardby. Gives an account
of the arrangement he has made with J.
de Perogiis about the manor of Quinei in
France, and also about the church of
Charing . . . . . .
Q 8513 b
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LVI—5 Sept. To the friars in chapter at Cam-
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LIX.—21 Sept. To the bishop of Lincoln. De-
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new dean, the seal, muniments, etc.

LXI—24 Sept. To Edward I. Askshim to pro-
rogue a letter of summons he has re-
ceived . . . . . .

LXII.—10 October. To the vicar of Faversham.
Gives bim the custody of the nunnery of
Davington

LXIIL—12 Oct. St. Augustine’s, Canterbury Pro-
testation by Peckham that his carrying
his oross into St. Augustine’s abbey, when
visiting the king there, i8 not an assertion
of right

LXIV.—To the abbot of St. Augustme 8, Canterbury
Asgerts his jurisdiction over the abbot,
for churches appropriated to his monas-
tery, and his right to have the cross
borne before him in the monastery .
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