
Classics
From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were 
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early 
modern scholars published their research and conducted international 
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe 
long after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated 
classes and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight 
of Greek scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 
gave impetus to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek 
New Testament. Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university 
curricula were beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual 
criticism and linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, 
especially archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This 
collection offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the 
outstanding scholars of the nineteenth century.

The History of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire

The pre-eminent historian of his day, Edward Gibbon (1737–94) produced 
his magnum opus in six volumes between 1776 and 1788. Reissued here is 
the authoritative seven-volume edition prepared by J.B. Bury (1861–1927) 
between 1896 and 1900. Immediately and widely acclaimed, Gibbon’s work 
remains justly famous for its magisterial account of Roman imperialism and 
Christianity from the first century CE through to the fall of Constantinople 
and beyond. Innovative in its use of primary sources and notable for its tone 
of religious scepticism, this epic narrative stands as a masterpiece of English 
literature and historical scholarship. Volume 1 commences with the early 
emperors and a survey of the empire’s extent and expansion. Examining 
Roman culture, law, government, slavery and agriculture, Gibbon guides 
the reader through three centuries to Constantine’s emergence as sole 
emperor in 324.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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