
Travel, Middle East and Asia Minor
This collection of travel narratives, primarily from the nineteenth century, 
describing the topography, antiquities and inhabitants of the Middle East, 
from Turkey, Kurdistan and Persia to Mesopotamia, Syria, Jerusalem, Sinai, 
Egypt and Arabia. While some travellers came to study Christian sites and 
manuscripts, others were fascinated by Islamic culture and still others by 
the remains of ancient civilizations. Among the authors are several daring 
female explorers.

An Englishwoman in a Turkish Harem
Grace Ellison (d. 1935) was a journalist and suffragette with a fascination 
for Turkish culture. This book, first published in 1915, is a collection of 
accounts originally written for the Daily Telegraph about her stay in the 
harem of a Turkish nobleman. Keen to dispel the sensationalist Western 
view of the harem, Ellison paints an intimate portrait of the luxurious 
but secluded life of women in their segregated portion of the household. 
Subjects covered include fashion, social events, polygamy and the bonds 
between family members. As well as describing life within the harem, 
the author provides an impassioned critical commentary on the lives 
and treatment of women in Turkey, attending a suffragette meeting and 
discussing the role of religion and nationalism in women’s lives. Finishing 
as the First World War begins, this is a captivating snapshot of Turkish 
society in transition from the Ottoman era to becoming a modern republic.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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An Englishwoman 
in a Turkish Harem

Grace Ellison 
Introduction by 
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