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century, as understood by their contemporaries. Infrastructure is one major
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The Midland Railway: Its Rise and Progress

Frederick Smeeton Williams (1829-86) was a Congregational minister and
pioneering railway historian. His first major transport work, Our Iron Roads
(1852), enjoyed significant popularity, reaching its seventh edition by 1888.
This, his second such effort, first published in 1876, is a lively history of

the incorporation and development of one of Britain’s first major railway
companies following the earliest large-scale railway amalgamation of the
Victorian age. Including 123 illustrations and 7 maps, this book is valuable
for its contemporary description of the building of the Settle and Carlisle line,
a notoriously difficult and expensive route to construct, with costs reaching
£3.8 million by the time of its opening in 1875. Williams’s spirited style lends
colour to his portrayal of the Midland Railway’s beginnings, its increasing
competitiveness and the everyday concern of railway operations, making this
an engaging resource for historians of transport, business and engineering.
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PREFACE.

—————

Mr. CrmariEs DIcKENs was accustomed to account for
his fondness for books by the fact, that when he was a
child a pile of ponderous and learned folios used, at
dinner time, to be placed on the chair on which he was
seated; and it was thus that he contracted his early
literary tastes. And if the Author were asked why he
should write the present volume, he is prepared to assign
reasons equally philosophical and profound. He has
ascertained that both the Midland Railway and himself
were born about the same time and near the same place ;
and doubtless there thus -arose, even in their tender
years, certain occult but powerful affinities, which
strengthened with advancing time,—affinities which the
advances of biological science will before long satisfac-
torily aceount for! And if, unhappily, such an expla-
nation should not, in the judgment of some, justify what
they may deem an irrelevant predilection, the Author
can only add, to borrow the humour of another,—Hic
n0n Mmeus SERMO.

The last forty years have witnessed a mighty and
beneficent revolution in the midlands of England. A
few men of enterprise have led others on to a work
which has revived trade, created new industries, en-
riched at once the landlord and the peasant, the manu-
facturer and the merchant, and promoted the happiness
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viil PREFACE.

and well-being of the nation. And in this service the
Midland Railway has been especially concerned.

How all this came to pass the Author has now to tell.
How the Midland Railway originated at a village inn
in the necessities of a few coal-owners; how it has
gradually spread its paths of iron, north and south and
east and west, through half the counties of England, till
they stretch from the Severn to the Humber, the Wash
to the Mersey, and the Thames to the Solway Firth; how
a property has been created that has cost £50,000,000
of money, and that brings in a revenue of £5,000,000 a
year; and how there lies before it a limitless future of
usefulness,—these are facts which, in the judgment of
the Author, are worthy of record. Yet it so happens
that the men who have been most deeply engaged in this
work have been so busy with their work that they seem
never to have thought of explaining why or how they did
it; and so the Author has been led to try, before it is too
late, to weave together, from the fragmentary records of
the dead and from the fading recollections of the living,
a narrative of modern enterprise which has been honour-
able to those engaged in it, and has been wide spread
and beneficent in its results. Accordingly the first part
of this book is historical.

The second portion of the work is descriptive of the
Midland Railway—of its engineering works, and of the
country through which the line passes. The roads
which Roman hands have made and Roman legions have
trodden ; the ancient manor houses of Wingfield, Had-
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PREFACE. X

don, and Rowsley; the abbeys of St. Albans, Leicester,
Newstead, Xirkstall, Beauchief, and FEvesham; the
castles of Someries, Skipton, Sandal, Berkeley, Tam-
worth, Hay, Clifford, Codnor, Ashby, Nottingham,
Leicester, Lincoln, and Newark ; the battlefields of Bos-
worth, St. Albans, Wakefield, Tewkesbury, and Eves-
ham,—these, and a thousand spots besides on the route
of the Midland line, ought to be familiar to every
Englishman.

The third part is administrative. It endeavours to
indicate the machinery—comprehensive, intricate, and
exact—by which a great system of railway is kept in
motion by day and by night, in summer and in winter.

The Author begs to tender his grateful acknowledg-
ments to the numerous officers of the Company, and
other gentlemen, who have rendered him cordial and
valuable aid in his work—aid to which the following
pages bear testimony. To the Chairman, to Mr. Allport,
and also to his able Chief Secretary, Mr. Robert Speight,
he is under special obligation for the kind and courteous
assistance they have frequently rendered him. It is
right, however, to state that he is solely responsible for
any statements of opinion or fact which this volume
contains.

He will only add the expression of his hope that
the reader may find as much pleasure in following the
thread of this remarkable narrative as the Author has
had in unravelling it for himself.
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