
History of Oceania
This series focuses on Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific region from 
the arrival of European seafarers and missionaries to the early twentieth 
century. Contemporary accounts document the gradual development 
of the European settlements from penal colonies and whaling stations 
to thriving communities of farmers, miners and traders with fully-
fledged administrative and legal systems. Particularly noteworthy are the 
descriptions of the indigenous peoples of the various islands, their customs, 
and their differing interactions with the European settlers.

Narrative of Some Passages 
in the History of Van Diemen’s Land

The famous explorer of the Arctic region, Sir John Franklin (1786–1847) 
was appointed Governor of the penal colony of Tasmania (then known as 
Van Diemen’s Land) in 1837. At first enthusiastically welcomed by the free 
colonists of the island, Franklin quickly became embroiled in political and 
administrative difficulties, and his compassion for convicts and aboriginals 
alike was incompatible with his duties. In 1843, colonial officials loyal to his 
predecessor succeeded in getting Franklin recalled by sending damaging 
accounts of his conduct to London. This pamphlet was Franklin’s defence 
of his own character against these misrepresentations, but he was not to see 
his reputation recovered. He completed the book on 15 May 1845, just days 
before he departed on another Arctic expedition to search for the North-
West Passage. Franklin and his entire crew died on the journey, and only 
many years later was the tragic fate of the expedition discovered.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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